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Hen T conſider what a noble 

thing the $ ul of 44an is, the 

High en: 4. = which he was 

Made, ancl ibe Oredt ACCOWAF 

FE is ſhortly 10 mike to Hits that made 

him. 1cannot but wonder, That he who 

was made little lower than ihe Angels, 

ſvould make himſelf little better than the 
Beaſts. 

The great and dreadful God hath taken 
much pains to reduce the Inhabitauts of 
London, and indeed all the Nation to the 
Obedience of his Son- He hath becn plead- 
ing with poor England of late i ſuch 8 
manner, as is ſcarce to be paralleÞd is 

A 2 _ Fore- 


or & 
WITS YE vp Nu, 


"0 \C. 
ng et Hd V x Wh 


LAX NNETLERIT ING Tn Con Ls 


ISR LIT 


7 oo OY a are Reb ennnot en ens cu the; 


24 bo taeda 


The Te to the Reader. 


pt 


fore-going Ages 5, be oath left the 'priat 
of bis Fingers behind bime. an l Wr2 fu 


ten divine diſpleaſure in Black Let- 
fers. 

The Righteous Judge began his Cirenit 
iz London, and in that on” City, avove 
one Hundred Thouſand received the Sen- 
tence of L eath from hi Jul 7 ikea. 

That was. not quite Kemou'd before 
another Amazing Judgment was ſent to 
ſucceed it. The Vogce of the Lord was 
ot heard, the Language of the Plagme 
was notunderſioods w herefore the dread- 
fal Jehovah ſpake Louder, and Louder, 
as he did once from Mount Sinai, in 
Fire, Flame, and Smoak; he rode upon 
the Wings of the Wind, he rode in a Cha- 
riot of Flaming Fire, whilſt the Bells did 
F.ing their own Knells . as they were 
Tumbling; and it s to bc feared, were 
More _ ed at the Anger of the Mighty 
God, than Thouſands of "Hard harted 
Ken prey Women were, The Leads of 
the Churches were D7 /olvea into ſhowers 
wore eaſily far than ſtupid Þr ofe/jors, 
that were wont to fit under them. That 
w4s a Black Ciond indeed which no Wind 
pould blow over, till it fell in Juch Scald- 
ing Drops. 


G | | Theſe 


nn ne tpiltle to the Reader, 
Theſes things Conſidered, T hope it will 
not be anwelcome, nor unſeaſonable, if 
1 put you upon looking out for (uch a 
Friend as will provide ſufficiently for 
his under all theſe Straits, and prove 
the Beſt in the Worſt of Times. He 
knows Job «pon the Dung, as well as 
David pox the Throne, he will be moſt 
Kind when ethers are moſt Unkind, be 
will Viſite you, when others will ſcarce 
Look upon you. In his Houſe you ſhall 
be as welcome as ever, There are many 
Manſions, if it were not ſo, he would 
have told you. In this City there is 
Room enough, and you ſhall have En- 
tertainment, &c., be more Welcome than 
if you had ſtayed away: His Doors will 
be open to them who have uo Houſes to 
bide their Heads in. Come to him ye 
Harberleſs ones, he Invites youw Earn- 
eftly and Haartily, &c. He will give you 
Shelter, you that have no Friends, or but 
ſorry ones. Come to him now in your 
Straits, and he will never caft your Po» 
wverty, or his Kindneſs in your Teeth; 
except your Carriage be Prond , and unbe+ 
commg your State, God hath lately read 
ws'4 Lecture of the Vanity of all Crea- 
turs Enjoyments, And will you after this 
AZ 7e- 


The Epiſtle co the Read 
Fe ful e Acquaintance with Him , ks will 
be b:tter to you than a thot; and of the 
beft fricuds that ever man had npon 
Earth ? 

1 have in the following Book VER You 
Directions how You may come to 0c "Acquiin= 
ted with Him, 

As Ged appoin;eda Cities of Refuae, 
{fo he TaVe expreſs Command , that the 
way To tem ſhould be mairle Flain , Fit, 
and Broad : And th verefore the Meſjen- 
gers work every Year was to Remove all 
Stumbling - Blocks, and _— ces, They 
ſuffered not any Hill or | Dale. to be in the 
way , and at the ana of wayes , they 
ſet up in writing, Retuge, Refuge, That 
the Purſued might have. notice what ate 
to take #pon every turn, Deut. 19. 2, 3. 

The like Ihaved endeavoured in i 
enſuing Diſcourſe, to make the Way to 
this Bleſſed Friend Plain and Familiay. 
Pray for A Bleſſing #07 it, which nd 
the Author ſome Pains, Prayers, Tears, 
#nd Groans, That what was here written 
mirht be the Tranſcript of his own Expe- 
rience, and might be ſome way ſ»bſer- 
vient ro the Glory of God in the Con- 
verſion and Comfort of Souls, If you 
find any good in the uſe of this Book, 
give 
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Thi c Epiſ e to the Reader, 

give God the Praiſe, and labour to keep 

4 conſtant warm ſence of the Excellency of 
ſuch a Friend upon your Spirits, and com- 
mend this Frie -nd to all your Relations and 
Acquaintance , that noze of them after 
great Loſſes , __ loſe God, Heaven, and 

ki theme lyves too. O that w il be 4 Dreadful 
Loſs indeed ! [ again befeech you , forget 
not to Pray for one of the moſt unworthy 3 20- 
ffruments that ever Init; gfe Goodneſs made 
it fe of in ſo glorious a Work : 


James Janeway., 
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818 #7116 thee, 


& Hey who have improved their 
Q experience of things by Vil 
dom, and gathered up. the va= 
jane of mans life, by comparing 
bis deſire with his E njoyments, 
his Troubles and Sorrows with 
2 [ bis ; Conant and Foy, have con- 

Jute the worth of the life of man to be. below 
nothins; they ed drawn 3 black line upon the 
whole, and hut up all in darkoeſs. Thus Faceb 
of old in the account a h he gives of his lite 
to Pheravh,Gen.g7.9.% Job 5.7. And allo Sols - 
gr, who had an CxXL ordinary meaſure of wit- 
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dom by D:ivine difp A, who had 2 !2rg ae 
Firir ike rhe Sand of the $e2 -ſhore, be gave 
hiraſelf great liberty in 1 "ing What that good un- 
der the Sn for the ſons of men was, Eccleſ.2.1, 
When it 11d taken a raite of all the worl; ds Con- 


x! 
cents. yer be nnds 4 ans {5 mixed in all de - 
lights, which 201Ceib ne longer then the pleaſure 
verſ,m, &17. And whoſoever [hall enter into 
bimſelt, and fee} the workings of his own mind, 
jhall be abiz to rexd over the Tra an{cript of the 
{ſame in his own Con ſcience. Who 1s he among 
the ſons of mer, that io his Natural life bath at- 
tained to a ſtate wherein he was able ro ſay, Here 
I wil, ftay,it i now welt with me, I deftre no addi- 
tigrs to my preſent condition ? If there be any ſuch, 
I dare underiake to prove him unacquainted wit h 
himſelf, Where now {hall T faſten the bjame of this 
univerſal evil { Shall we fall our with our life,as a 
thing not worth the haying ? Shall we hrink un- 
to our former nothing,and caſt up cur being and 
life into the hands of God, as that our of which 
we gathered nothing but bitterneſs and diſquiet ? 
Far be this from us, "this were to Juſtifie that evil 
and wicked ſervant, who faid of God, That be 
Rar w me Was a hard 1 {ajte: wFeaping where he hag 
ot {own, and gAINErAD wh, re He on Ot r ſtrawed, 
4 his would be to accuſe God of raving 7 made us 
10 an unavoidable neceliity of miſery. How then 
COMmes it to pats, that we ire Al held talt m this 
common calamity ? Jr is from thy {el f, QC man, 
ens from thy ſelf 3 this evil ;5 becauſe ur tal - 
linp trom God, Ir is a Righteous th ing vrith 
God, ha when man depar rted from tym, he 
_—— | wit of lis own dojnns ; 2nd in- 
ed it is (Mmpolithle tor a creature Ofour compo= 
i” | -- 


ſure and cavfitratoal ro feel it ſelf diſſatisfied 
with all woridly material employments, and to 
ind rrouble and diſquiet in it ſelf, while it is de» 
prived of its true good, If we would have a true. 
account of our diſquict and diflatisfaRion, this it 
is. God made man of all the works of hi« hands, 
ro be the neareſt to himſelf, and hath fitted his 
principles for a higher life, then chat which hath 
the things of this world for its object , but man 
hatch made himſelf like the Beaſts that periſh. We 
have given var fouls into captivity to our bo- 
dies,or rather,we are failen from our Union with 
God, and are gathered up into our ſelves, and 
become deprived oi 2 ſufficiency in ſeparation 
from Ged , ticy it mult needs he,that we being 
gone Jown into 2 lower itate than that which we 
were made 0, thould end nothing but diflatis- 
tation and empttnelts ; here we are by nature, 
and hirherro we bave brought our ſelves by for= 
{3king God. 

Now-the great inquiry will be, what Remedy 
there is for this our wotul condition ; 15 there 
2ny way whereby we nay de delivered from this 
mitery ? it there be, what Way is it ? Theſe words 
which 1 bave choſen to ſpeak to, do contain the 
Anſwer to this Inquiry. 

Acquaint now thy ſelf with him,and be at peace, 
thereby good fall come unto thee, This 1s the coun- 
ſel of one of Feb's three friends to hirn in chetime 


of his grear atfiftion, You have heard of the affli- 


ion of Fob, and how his three friends came to 
relieve him with their Counſel 3 bur the Dev4l 
vho had a Commiſſion from God to try his ut - 
moſt with Fob, yet ſparing his life, made uſe of 
his friends, who are to ” a comfort in the —_ 
2 's 
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4 
ot adverſity , tO be 2 prone ans of his diſquiet, 
ſo that he cries out of chem, Ats{crabie comforters 
are ve ah.C 'S 2p 16.2.And the great way of their 
Soablin 19 him? Was, bY mit "applying, by making 
falſe application! of true principles, In their Dit- 
courſes there are many je 2s Traths z yer by 
their hard coltroing, & nnground -d condern - 
ning of Þ1in, they by yu 2rerevioved, as NL 
bavins ſpoken the bi that Was right, Chap. 41. 
” vel in any things their counſel was ſuitable 
and ſeaſonable, of hich yy the words inthe 
Text may be accounred. In this « pt ter El:phaz 
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had been inquiring into the cauſe of Fob”: Ss great 
afflition, and hoidins this for an undeniable 
Pri ciple,that the righteous God being the S great 
Giſpoſ er of affliction, did bring this evil upon 
him becauſe of his fi in; . he meaſured the great- 
refs of his fins, by the oreatneſ: ang his afflictions; 
he mate account, becauſe Gods hand was gone 
forth in an extraordinary manner againl Fob, 
therciore there was foine extra! rdinary gull 
giPON Mm, verſ.5, & 13. And 7 B24 | iyoft, {How 
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do tH3 God {ue io th17 011 o i THC AATR i lagd AS C Thus we 
have his apprely -offor of 7ob,35 one under gre:t 
2ff1Cto: \DECAL fe of | S STEAL jins » and the? Text 
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The Promiſe :* Therel p #4 ood F/2 all come Ht 
Sbee. 

Theſe words, Be at perce, may be referred ef 
ther to "0 for; mer, 15 3n addition to the Do. 
etrine, Be at peace ; that 1s,keep your ſelye: in 2 
Quiet {1 x” rg © th 'e hand of (0d; or to the 
iatter,and ſo be at peace,1s as mach as, peace {hall 
Pe 16 FCC 

In the Dottrine we are to contider the AQ 
and Objet7, 

| The Act, efqraart, 

The Object is God, 

DOCTRINE. 

So thi at che Jo trune TH Toentey uito 4 "_— 12 
a iA 9 with Gods, ns Propoſicion (tang 4 'Ot Th } {0 
te view of every eye, that 1t is the [Juty of man 
<0; be "_ AiHte: iwa N God, 

Now the fir it 1 thy as that is betore us to require 
after js, WI }at t! tiS ACGUA; F14s ance with (7 07 11s. 

Seco! 1dly.,to evidence and clear it to he the Du- 
ty of mari EO 4 POETLT: himſelf wth God, Acquain- 
tance wich God in nplyes ſeveral things, 

x. Ic fignifies a fall 4nd d \eterminate knowled ge 
of this Truth.,chat there is a God, and {90 to know 
him, as to his Nature, diſtinct from all other ben: 
mes, 

There 1s a three-fold Knowledge of God, 

, e&7 Ratwnal, 
2, & 7 H\ Au l, 4 
3, of Supernatural, 

Firſt the re 15a Rational knowle: Age of God,which 
is a clear diſcovery of an Almighty, All-ſoffici- 
ent Cauſe of all things, which is attained by a 
Reaſonable diſcuſling Power of the Soul, whictz 
argueth from things that are viſible and ſenſible 
B 3 0 
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Oo, 

ro 2n inviitble and felf-principic 4 Cauſe of all 
things. Man found himie!t brought into ue 
world formifhed with an innumerable variety of 
Creatures, and none of thele having power to 
mMaxe it felf'; we ſe likewiſe | fn » a0 ACCUrATe Of - 
der 1n every particular Creature ;, and in all the 
77 #2t:1res If TE-1\ vith another, that TWEerannder ? hit 
fee clearly that there 1s a Supream Alt mighty 
Cauic of all gs & who hath by his power, 

rought forth ail chings into beinp : who 15 like- 
v1 wiſe : the moſt wiſe : Ap -0i, who by his unſearch- 
able wifdorn,Hati ? curion (ly ir amed every Crea - 
ture,and by his wond re count] hath ſet them 
3211 {ac Hh ar oOrat r ho th all {: {er Ve O! 16 anoiher , 
till at length) they all mi n Man,a5 in the com- 
mon center. 

Sec ondiy,ti crews 2 Natural knowleag of God 5 
which 15 the inw 199 tonch, att menta] ſenſation 
of a Supream Righeous Judge,ro whoſe trial we 
feel our (elves under an unavoidable bo! 1d, it 
doing go 4 and evil, Tis is that which is co! 

moaly called Cor aſcrence : - this a man finds im him- 
Seif if at any time he have committed any ſecrer 
{in nerer , Which none 10 the worid knows 
but himſelf; he feels it to be a preſſure upon his 
{pirit,as being under the examination of a power 
ſaperior £5 himſelf, Now this is nothing elſe 


-. 


bur a fecrer imprefiion thac God fiath made of 
himielf upon the minds. of Men, by which mar 
15 'bound to {ſtand before ihe ]'ribunal of God, 

Thefe two WAYS Ot kt JOW gz of God were very 
clear tO man jn his perte't | ſtate, bit {ince the fall 


of man they are much kpc and decaycd. 


7.) 
by we come # know God which hath rep aired 
w_ loſs by Adams fin,andthat is by Gods extra - 
ord oy Revelation of himielf in his holy Scrip- 
tares : by theſe we may come to have a raore 
clear diſtin knowledpe Ol (9d, both that Je 15, 
and whar he 1s bh thete thi ec Ways © F Ierting 1 int 
the know]: >dge Of (3: 3 Ice 3 the {ou}, three TILITT 
tal Acts of the ſou! {do anſwe 

Firft, A Rat Wl al Diſcourſe; by which we find 
on God by tie { ,IYEATUTECS, 

Secondly An inward ſenſarion which feels God 
25 juſt in g004 and ey]. 

The Third eas: Att is Faith, which for its 
Foundation bhati: rhe Werd of God. 

There 15a Fourth way of þ ;nowing (504 which 
is by _—_; WIEN 's When {306 inaniteſts 
hirfe Tt to his peculiar nec, 4n a lets out the 
knowledge of hi imfel{ ro ther Souls » 35 When 
the Sun break s Forth with a brigh hr ſhining in a 
cloudy Cay: but this belongeth ra ther 10 ariorher 
head. 

Thas you fee the firſt thing raployed 1n this 
ACTHAINTARCE ww 1th God, Which is the | OWweit. 

Yer how many are there that have l:itie ac 
Gn aAntance Wi th G od in theſe [1g1: o May We nor 
come £©© many who profeſs they know Godgan a 
Ver among : allt her thoughts, they have had few 
or none to faricfe themſelves Concerning him 2? 
How grols Ire th e apprehenſ! 1Ons Of ſome COn - 
ceriing God ? Zorne tnen r:4ifl and {tifle thay 
Nirwral knowledpe that they have of God fuck as 
thoſe, Rem. 1.20. they did nor like to retain God 
in their'k nowledpe, and God p gave them over to 
a Repeobate Mm ind, or 2 mind are of judgment, 
a5 the word i gnifies, . Others have lived all their 
k 4 days 
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| (3) 
days upon the bounty and goodneſs of God,and 
yet have not been led by che freams to the Foun- 

tain, from which all bath flow*d. Others can bnſie 
themſelves aÞ ihieir time in other things, and lic- 
tle inquire not the word of God, by which they 
may be led tio the know! ledge of him ; But woe to 
Fhoſe 0n whom the fury of the Lo7d (hat 1 be poured 
Of , .bec #þ ule : Ft Li brow ; 707 Ge A, Jer. IQ, 23 - 
Secondly, »ACgq {AINTARCE with God, implyes 
frequent ac ceſs unto fzxod, We do not uſually 
reckon our lelves acquainted with any perſon, 
by a bare know iedge that ſuch a perſon there is, 
4nd that we are able to give ſome Genera! De- 
ſcription of him ; but when we fay we are ac» 
Gu ng with any, It 36 underitood that we have 
been in ſuch a a ONCs Company, We have come 70 
bjm,and been with him ; tuch 1s our acquaintance 
to be with God 
Under this Head IT ſhall ſpeak, Firit, Of thas 
Teparation that is of te ſoul fro, 2 God. 
Yec ondly, Of the return of tie foul to God, 
Thi: ood. Ys C f Hom abiding of tlze foul with God. 
Firſt, Ot rhe ſeparatzon and dijrance of the ſod 
from God, That corrupted eſtate in which every 
man Comes into the world,is a fate of ſeparation 
from God. This diſtance 1s nut to be 1 underitood 
as a Phylical Natural Diitance, for fo God is 
near to every one of us by his Omniprelence, & 
by bis infinite Power, ſuſtaining ns in our being 
ad actions, 2 ts \7. 27 28, y hows h te be n: ot far 
frome very one of us : for in him we live,mpvue and 
Pave our ering, But this is to be underitood, | 
Fir{} CHF A moral Je GATE 1077 fr om God, Ther e's 2 
great itrangent a5 berwe Ci GUr fouls and God ; 
we reckon our Jcivcs t9 have Jitle ro do with 
| him, 


2y C77) 
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hin,and to be yery remotely concerned in him; 


we reckon that God rakes very little regard of 
us,we look upon God as tar from us,& we think 
Cod'looks upon us as at a preat diſtance; we love 


SEC onely 


7 F 2 
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ar d 1mp! 1rir! Ce, 


nor God, and think that Gol loves nor ns. 

This ſeparation mav be underitood 
Fance,at Which God hath ſer fin- 
£11} man fri # himſe It. Man i5 —_ OUT itromGod, 
as beins unkt to PP oach ro him in his 
that 1s either in this life, - in 


finfulneſs 


111ch condition every one 15,#iil be be made gh 
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the E; ither Wiz! 
an of the Spirit, 


* Epheſ, 4 13. 
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jar, etl;3es Were afar of .were made near | by the blood 
of Chrijr.Here thi 5 JUG! icant lc 'Pararion 13 the exe. 


CUiion of that terribie 

Fe ctrſed 1; 2t0 £VEY: find "Ee Þ, epared for the Des 
vil ana 115 Angels, Mat. 25 41. 

r which man 15 from God, which t 15 NOT 

Phyſical, bur either Moral or Judicial. 

V. hen we are thus ſeparated from 


DMitance a 


Secondly, 


. Depart from me 


Thus ye lee the 


(30d ,if we will be aoquanted with bim, there ts 
requir ed a 2 rerurn ing 0 Gud. Acquaintance doth * 


neceflarily 1n 


ly an Union : 


Now where there 


was a former Jepar. ation and d:ft ane, there 1s re- 


Or 1n one at leaſt ; 


quired a motion to compliance, and a return et- 
ther in both partics, 


ſo that 


before ever we can be acquainted with Geodthere 
q 5 


mult be a fo 


rfaking our tormer diitance, the ſe- 


paration mult be removed. Now God hath done 


what could be conceived,and beyond what could 
be expected rowards the reducing of us,to an uni- 


1 with biumſelt; whereas he might juſtly gave 
chruft us away from him for ever,. and never 


haye 


(10) 
have giv en us 1! berty t LO COLNE near Iam more, 4s 
being ſo filthy by fin,that his Holineſs cannot en- 
cure us : yet he bath freely fer open 2 door of 
hope for our return : he did not corne thus nigh 
to Angels when they tell, but they were turned a 
way ate him, and are bound in chams of dark - 
neſs to e Jadgnm ent Of the great day : it 15 1m- 
poflible +. them to return any more, And {6 
x wonld have been for us, had not £00 made it 
pollible by an A of Free Love, and he bath 
tkewiſe reveaied fiis willingneſs to receive 15 F 
We LELUTT, | Yea, [11s car a Ft dewr e 1 Hr n yes Way 
wall ye die ? Ye: ahi rejOvcing nm our return, As 
a Father rejoyceth to receive a prodigal Son that 
hath deparred ons him. But that God ſhould 
90 further, t: > Cloſe with us while we retain our 


SAIPNCILLESgand remain: At 7 d!i'ance from h15ily 48 


IS impoſlible, becauſe of the unchangeableneſs 
2nd {imphcity of his Nature, and becauſe of the 
"1 


purity and exictnef(s of tis Holmetss it muſt 
zherefore neccflarily follow, that a y1 teldinp and 
return muſt be on our parts, of lie there 1s NO 
poſtibiliry of compliance between God and us, 
after that we have for{akerr him by tin. And 
this is moſt righteous and <qual;z for man did 
forſake God, "God d1d not foriake man; man 
made the difterence ; man ran away from God ; 
God foliows man as far as lis Holineſs and Un 

changabie naturn will ——— wm he calls to 
us tO return, he ts re2dy ro meet and mnnbrace 15 
in the arms of his Love, _ tG receive us to 
acqua:nrance with Eimielt, as the Father in the 
Parable met by _ FOdignt bon, [nkerg.20, He 
#- IP 'E #72 af, © ff, y + had CO7 zpdijji 101 077 [21171 AW and 
tell up on fats neck. Anda kiſſed 11, Herein have w 

ſhadowed 


C: > 

ſhadowed Out to us the oreat Ag ys of God 
LG receive returning o ſinful man ; bur as the Pro- 

diga} Sor muſt return to his * Ta fo man muſt 
return to God, Now it is {11 a ſep arites be- 
tween us and God, and keeps £00g xc chings from 
us; 1{a. 59-2. T on int quity ha tt dens. between 
you und your Goa, 214 your n ns have nid he face 
from you : Therefore wine we cleave to our fins, 
we are feparaied from God: t1!} we are ſeparated 
from our fins. we cannot be unted ro God, Thus 
ve fee QUE ſepa ration {rom God. and our necefſ. 
ity of returnins to God, betore there can be a- 

Py aCOUUNIIANE with FHTD, 
ares, fo 0ur ACTHIEANCE Wario Con, 1s-re- 
giuired an abicing with hes 6 recxon not our 
{civcs prin WIL 4 ny perion __ the farit 
meeting, Of when there ak patied but a word 
" tworbetween 13; bur it 18 ſuppoſed to acquain= 
e made a conf; derable itay 


AER tat we hay 
with him; and have bad frequent acceſs to him. 
Thus it ts berween God and us:we muit not only 
me to him, bur abide with himor elle we ſhall 
never be acquainted V7ith 11m, Fob $1: 13.1} ye CON 
tine tn #% V9 the: 4 AT yo my Diſciples. SoL 

ſay, if you return to Gol and continue with 
God,then {hall ye be acquarrred with him 1rideeds 

At qu AVI RITES [1gnitic , 0 2a bare AQ, bat 4 


'Y 


Ctate or Habu. Now this 15 toe Gitt: rence be- 
Ween an m and a Stare 5 that an Act, '5 pailing 
and is gone ;, but a State onifics 20 al biding 
and contitiivance. There may be 3 Gra; 

nigh ro Go, wHIEY aging and COrtifnu- 
ing with Ged, upon lome deep Gonviction, or 


{irq nce prov: + Fo Or eminent dancers asSit 1s 


faid, 1a their ir AA ton, they wull ſeck, me earty. 
YET 


DO TIT ICE 


No A nl CG Borne Hr Cre 6 ak + 


BELL INES Coo Wa art 


-ou4. * 
d I 


. AX «ts 


Sergei ie 


Wert, AE 16 
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(12) 
Yet t they may foon forget and. for lake God. 
This is but a ſeeming ar d practical appr: vu%; 
to God,a drawing nigh in appearance, when t] 
heart is far fron God: but thay approaching Ne 
God which makes acquaintance with God, 15 a- 
biding wich him. 1 hote that are ac qui nted with! 
a fpiritral life know theſe things whar they 1 are, 
and that they are ihe greatelt realities in the 
world; they know that ſometimes there 1s a 
ereater neatnets of their ſouls to God, they are 
Rnfble - of the app roaches of their heart to God; 
and of the withdrawing of _ OG from God; 
they know whar it is for the ſoul 19 fee] = ap- 
eng aches of God, and ins ſailes fill £ netr 1s 
with unſpeakable Co mfort : And 0 tee! God 
withdrawing from the foul, rhis clonds the; * joy, 
and makes them go mourning : L ney cantell 
you at ſuch a imethey were brought nnto = 
—_—_— tg and. his Banner over ther 
was Love : They can teil you at ſuctt time Clift 
came into his Garden to eve bi  pleaſan Fruirs 


at ſuch a time they heard 7 voice Of their Be. 
toved, faying, Open ro me. my Siſter, iy Spouſe, 


"Th, Loneu 1} "Dov ve, 119 Undej 54 A, Ana whe n The 
Ft bath neglected this kitoet k of Chriit co open 
to him, that then he hath withdrawn : I opened to 
my E elevea, but my Beloved had witharawn bim- 
ſelf, and vos gore. Theſe things are the experien- 
ces of a precious child of God, which I fear are 
little felt ,and iitle known among? 1152 HUE Wilere 
theſe things are nor. there is 30 ACAUAUITANCE W113 
God For, 

F-ir{t, They PU P10 111172, 

Secondly,7 ey draw mur7' to him they have near 
aCCOfs 49 [6117 | TY 


(13) 
Thirdly, The have intimate Converſe with 
hm, This is another thing required tO acquain= 
tatice, We are not ſaid to be acquainted with 
any perſon, unleſs we ave had mtimite con- 
verſe with him. We may be next Neighbours, 
and yet have no Acquaintance, unleſs our con- 
veriation bath been mutual, Soit is between 
God and us ; there may be a nighneſs between 
the Soul and God, and yet no Acquaintance be- 
tween the Soul and God. We are nigh to God, 
in our dependance upon him,we are near t0 God 
by bis immediate providence and ſuſtentation of 
us, and by his Omnipotence, There 1s a near- 
neſs to God by way of Dedication. As God ſet 
apart the Children of T1/-aet to be a people near 
unto himſelf ; ſo the viſible Church of God is 
nearer to him then thoſe” thar are not of the 
Church. There is a nearneſs of Dedication a- 
mong us by Baptiſm. But all this may be with- 
out Acquaintance. There is therefore required 
tO ous Acquaintance with God, an intimate con- 
verſc with God, We have great converſe with 
thofe who are of the Family, or ſociety with us, 
Now ſuch is our acquaintance with God,as thoſe 
who are of dis Family, Godis called the Father 
of the Families of all the earth : and the viſible 
Church 1s reckoned as Gods Rt put ina 
great. Farnily there may be lutle Acquaintance 
with thoſe perſons which be of remote employ- 
ments : buc co acquaintance with God there mult 
be ſuch a relation as implies {amiliar OO 
his intimacy that the people of God hay 
himzis expceth d by the neareſt relations 1n Ser! wa 
ture, As Abraham isc called The Friend of God, 
2 Chron, 20.7. Fehoſhaphas proves unto God,ard 
ſaith, 


"I 
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| 14) 
faith, Art not than onr God, who a1a(t drive out the 
mnhabitants of this land before thy people I: acl, and 
gave it tothe ſeed of Abraham thy /; zend for ever ? 
And the Lord ſp- the unto ” ſoſes face to face, as 4 
man ſpeaketh to his Friend, Ex0d.33 1. John 15, 
15. Hencefſorth I call you not ſervants, but friends, 
for the Jer rvant knows not 1 bat his Lord Aoth but 
T have called you Friends,for all things that T have 
beard of my Fithcr, T1 have made brown 1110 YO. 
Now by Friend is c: ommonly under{t o0d a ſtate 
of conv erie and j {CIC 6d = with another, P\ pls: 
this 1 INUITNACY 15 ; expreſſed likevriſe by the relation 
Oi  Husba nd and \ Vie ries Foy try Maker 15 
iy Husbana, Hol 2.7, Tra fhail ſhe ſay T wilt 99 
and ret ir tO 7V Fiusbaund, for then Was it beilter 
with me thai now. oy huzb 21d there 15 meant (od, 
And the whole Pook of the c mnticles is a relatio:. 
of the mutu Lcontads berwixt God & his peo - 
ple, betwixt Chritt and 11s Charch,under the re- 
Jation of a Bri 7700/1 and bis Spexſe. Now what 
converſe more ntim: we than between Husband 
and Wife ? Sach is that between a foul acquainted 
with God, and God, Agam,rhis 1s {hadow: 2d 0 at 
to us under the relation of 2 Father and] 11s Cihil- 
cren,1 jol bn 3.8 . Behold hat manner of Love th 
ather 27H veſt: wed 1072 515,tAt e jÞ —_] De CH» 
lea hy jos) And the io wy riT 15 g1ven tO be h 
Spiri ml Adoption in the hearts of Gods people, 


i 


Rov:[8 .15.,16.Te /ave _ :erved the ſpirit of 4 47%p- 


= \D 


tu, Whereby ye cry, Abl, Father, The ſpirn T: 
clf beareth Jos wi: or ſpirit anat we are the 
chil Aren of God, What 18 fignticd by this Relatzon 


but a nigh union inc" intimate converſe between 
the ſoul and God ? And this is neceilary to onr 
acquaintance with God, even intimate converſe 
With 


(15) 
with God. By this T mean a nearnels of employ* 
ment, when the Objects of cur cmployrents are 
the ſame,then are we faid to converſe with God, 
when we are employed about thoſe things where- 
in God is molt. When there 1s, as it were, 2 
mucuil commerce and irading between the ſoul 
and £204 ;- man giving himfelf up to God, and 
God giving himſelf out to man; man taking up 
rhe intereſt off50d and God undertaking for the 
incefelf of roan ; theſe & ſuch like actings are the 
converie which the ſoul hath with God. I ſpeak of 
things which the men of the world are not ac- 
Juainted with; but thoſe that are acquainted with 
;0d,know theſe chings,and upon the mention of 
thefiigtheir hearts leap within them.. As face ant» 
\wereth to face in a glaſs, fo experience anſwer- 
eth theſe things. When this ſtring is ſtruckgtheir 
hearts do harmonize ; as when a Lyte-ſtring is 
{truck, the other {trings of nigheft concord with 
it move alſo. But theſe things are a myſtery to 
the worldgand they fay as thole of Chriſts word, 
We know not what he ſaith. And it is no wonder, 
for they are the ainps of a Divine life,to whica 
all are naturally dead.rill they are raiſed ro new- 
neſs of life by the quickning of the ſpirit of God. 
But T proceed to thew what 1s meant by this ac- 
quaintance Witt God, 

Fourthly,, To this Acquaintance with God, 
there is required a mutual] Communication. 
Where there is acquaintance berween man and 
man, there hath been a mutual Interchange of 
conference and diſcourſe, Thus when ihe foul 
is acquainted with God, there is an Interchange 
of conference between God and the {oul. The 
ſoul openeth irs wants , breaths out its com- 
Fo SE «en plaints, 


«eg en 2h 6 a rn 2g; 


(16) 
pants Ip readeth its ne cetlirie before God ; Cod 
OPL 1eth the rreatures ( - his love in his ON. the 
rich Mynes of his precions Promiſes,and the fe- 
CrEts of 1s 2605 xd W wy 0 the foul, This P (al, 
25.15.The fecrer of the Lord is with then thag fery 
bi. and he wr: { theiy = Dis Comer t. Gen T3 
17.1 be Lori [amth.fhail T hi de jrom Abrah.1n the 
thing that / Ag 's Th oſe.that are : Grends and aC- 
qQUuamrance t11E) wil let UL the th It 1Uphrs 5 211g 
_ one 19 another, they pave Out theme 
felves murualiy 1mto £ OM munion one With anG- 
her: Thus Chriſts knocks at the door of t 
foul, Revs 20, B: bald, I IT 13A at the door 1n24 
. | 


knock: . it (04 J, pM; a; IE Al ” 4 C4 77171 j0 'f 4 "i 00 ) 
# FY . 4 } . 7 ; 

oy £4 / 's ” ' *” 44 14" / 
'&* ill copr e im and [tp with Prom, ava he with NE. 


Here is Chrilt 0 ffert ng þ akch r0 the ſoul, % the 
fout; is tO entertain him ; at another rime the {out 


( 1 evtryiNG at © FF. a , 
ba TO Cod, 1nd (300 ENtifErrannms $1 . CI0G hath 


promiſed that he wilt open, Tar, 7. 28. Knock 


AF it ſhall be opened unto you ; and to bim that 
E110 1CKs 1! (hall ! DE OO pened, T here *.27C freq Ient 7 
CH01Ns ain One thok o That are acquainted : A 10 by 
theſe are exprefled to us the acquaintarice of the 
ſoul with God. 

Now the COmMunic 1ions that arc between 
the ſoul and God.arc exceeding trenſcencding all 
COMMUN CALfons ky 1 are bel Ween mens AC: 11t1 
raInce. Mer may COMNUTUONICAaLE thei COLOVITC gl1ts, 
their eſtates ther 1lf1itance £0 O12 Dae: DUE 
they cannot communicate | heir life, nor their 
nature, nos their likeneſs, bur fuch communiCa- 


tions there are between God and ihe lou! that 
1s acqua! nted with him, Allbeimg 15 4 comma 


1 
nication from God the hrit veins : nay, the feve 
Tal degrees 0! f beirs, Rave {cyreral communicati- 
©1035 


OT TT———— — —— —— — 


— «TI UE 


— RO REP TET "" PRA a wy 
«| 


(17) 
ons frond God, ſome greater and ſome lefler, 
ſpiritual berngs have 1 higher communication then 
natural 3 bur Gods [: gheſt communications have 
been to man inthar my{tical Union of the Divine 
Nature to the Humane Nature in Chrift, and 
next in the myttical Linion of the Sons of God to 
Chriſt, and in him to the Father. Thas Chriſt is 
faid to live in us, Colof, 2, 20. Tlive, ſaith Parl > 
yet not 1, but p Sas £j/t irvetn in me, Thus Chriit 
prays the Father for his Children, that they may 
be one,as thor Father art in me od] m thee ; that 
theybe one in mw , ſjoh. 4.17,21. & Job.1.15, 16. 
V rnojorver ſnall cor !feſs that Feſws ; i5 the Sen of God, 
C20; {hoe Bok 177 him, and hem God, He that ion 
teik 11 love, awelleth nG 04, 2PEt. 1.4. We are ſaid to 
be partahers of the Divine Nature. This expreſii- 
On implyes high communication of God to mar. 
gh, there are high acts of coramunication from 
11410 to God (tor though God receives not from 
nan, yet man 15 ro 3 as gtving out birmfelf io 
God; Yluch as to give up the will to > Gods will, As 
that of Eli, It is the Lord, tet 1m do wh at feeme th 
him ; 709A, And th at of David, 2 $3m. 15 16, It he 
thus ay, IT have no delioht wn race, behold, berk am 


JT, let him do with me mY feemern p i unto 11m; 


Another a&t of high Communication of a mans _ 


ſelf ro God, is parting with preſent enjoyments 
for future hopes, in confidence of Gods promiſe. 

Thus the Spirit of God works im the children of 
God a readineſs to for{iake Father or Mott bers 
and Prethren, and Sifter, and lite it ſelf for the 
cauſe of God. Thus Fob? Bapriſt Was Willing 
to become Nothing, that Girilt might become 


. All, to be cal down, that Chriſt might be lifced 


*p, Toh. 5 42, He muſt i mmcreaſe but t muſt decree 
E i us 
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us Avraham gives hs Tſaackto dye when God 


ah tor him. Thus Moſes eſteemed th ie reproach 


of Chritt greater riches than the treaſures of 


' hy 


Egypt, Heb. 11. 25. Paul counted not his life 
dear for Chriit, As 20. 24, Theſe bave been 
the zctings of ihe fouls of thoſe that have been. 
2:quainted wit God ; and fuch workings as theſe 
are the feelins of a clhuild of GY 2d. 
l have thewe y YOu four C110; 'S 5 whic h Ire [C- 
quilire to CQUUNTAIEE > with « 30d. 
Eirl rit, know ledg of (30d, 
Secondly, 2CCc#5 to him. 
Thirdly, Goiiverſe with him. 
Fourthly, Communication io him, and 
from him. 
FHirbly, There is likewiſe required tO acquain= 
tance, a loving compliance, Amongſt men Ac- 
quaintance 1mplyes Aﬀe&tion.. And fo itis be- 
ween God and Man, Never any ſou} was ac- þ 
quairied ! with God, that did nor love God; {| 
2nd ſuch a foul 1s an enemy to God, therefare 
verY few are acq! 1inted with God 5 bur all thar 
are not acquainte d with God,are enemies to God, 
If we it:ould cometo a perton that is not acquain- 
red with God, and ſay, Thou art an enemy to 
God ; this would ſeem 2 heavy imputation ; but } 
I ſpeak it freely, thou, whoſoever thou art, that | 
art nor acquainted wil God, thou art an enemy ' 
ro God; for thou art {till as rhou we'rt born; bur | 
we are all enemies to God accor ding tO our cor» 
rupt nature, and abide enemies till we come ro he 
acquainted with God. Love to God, and ac- | 
quaintance with God go together, are height- 
ned by one another. Firſt, God lets into the foul 
þy his Spirit a partial diſcovery of himſelf, and 


by | 


> 


ian 
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by this with ine WOrKkin: a $ SpIrIt, ge incline 


the heart in loveto him Then on th e ht rit VWOrik- 
ing ofthe foul rowards God, te lets iN 2 Cleat 
Iigtic, whereby he draweth the { O11 to a further 
cegree of love, A clear place for this, Epheſ. 3. 
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meſs of God. The love of God fits the ſoul {0 

prebend the Bic rious diſcoveries of (God; 
and the diſcoveries of God, doth heighten ou: 
love to God, &:contiding with God” make: 
Ike unte —_ © in Joh. 3.2, We ſhall fee him as 
te 5, And our likeneſs ro God, as it makes 
tne delig: he of *God.fo i makes us deltcht in God: 
for the cauſe of Cormplac enEy and Love is a ike- 
nef- res tie Lover and 1 Bel: ved, (5 od doth 
not love us with 2 love of complacency, till we 
are like him;nor do we jove God,till we are made 
like God. Now our betoiding God, and be cing 
aCQUAINTE! i with him, 1s a great Way to Our Deins 
made like to God, 2 Cor 3. $9. W. - all / Wat {7 Oper? 
71 YOmM 0 glor! 79 flo- 
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are cnan red wats tne fam Zn T4 
ry, even as by the Spurit of the 1 
ſec that love 1s LNewiſc rea ured to our At - 
quaintance with God; without 1r n0 acquaintance, 
[ have in the fitit part, ſpoken ofthe Natire of 

acquaintance With God in five particulars. Thiere 
mult be, 

Firſt, A Knowiedg of G God. 

Second| y, Nigh accels to God. 

Thirdly, Familiar converſe with £399. 

C 2 Fourthiy. 
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Fourthily, Mutual communication between us 
and God, 
 Fitthly, An aftetonate love towards God, 
The next thing ſhonld be to ſhew that man 1s 
» be acquainied with God ; but we will firit 
ws a review of theſe things. We have taken 
theſe things into our under{tandings ; now let 
us Ifet our hearts to theſe things, tor in theſe 
thinos is the life of Rehigi on. If there be acquain- 
tance with God, th en groſs wickedneſs drops « off, 
as ſcales from an uicerated body, when rhe con- 
{11 uton © f th we body 1s mended, In acquaintance 
with God will | be yo nr only true comfort in this 
life ; andthe perfection of it, is the very happt- 
reſs of Reaven, Let us then behnid {al 11 our erre 
Eartme itly defire, mill vir fonts be drawn out afie! 
acquaintance With (God [t God be tO be Known. 
10 be approached unto, to be converſed with by 
ine, will * communicite himſelf to me? andT1 
my ſelf ro him. Oh thar he would love me, thar 
I might Jove him ! Ol bleſſed are they that know 
him, as they are known of 179 7 It is good for 
by 


me ro draw nigh to him. «£7 day in his Court 


q 
4 


#5 OCTTCE] 7 HI. A FJOH ana re nl where, Ay ſor 1017 fa 
eth, ye faritern. for the Court. ' of the £ Lora, My 
” art and » qt, '«(h C' rycth OH? for the | LI wy (3: 2d. 
arg i were receivc© d into converſe with God! 
that I rajght bear | Dis Voce, and ſee Þis counte- 
rAnce, for his voice 1s fweer, and his countenance 
comiy ! Ol: rhat ] might communicate my ſelf to 
G 0d, and that he would give bimfelf tome! Oh 
thai I might love him ? that I were i1ick of Loye ! 
char T might die in love / that 1 might loſe my ſelf 
11 his Love, as a ſmail drop in the unfathor- 
leſs depth of his Love ! that 1 might dwell in 
the 
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proceed io the next ch, which is toevidence if 


# 


God, This then 15 that into which the whole Scrip- 
cure runs,as into a common Charinel, The Scrip 

cares are 2 diſcovery of Gods proceedings wit 
man under a double Covenant, and this is the 
prext defign of God in both Covenants, The firi: 


, 
, 


Covenant Was. That while man d:14 remam itt | 
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mate arquaintunce with bimſclf, Bur if man De”. 


came diſubedient, then he ſhould be diſpoſicfted 
of an interefl in God, and of Communion with 
him; which was thai death threatned upon the 
eats the forbidden Fruue, The death of the body 
is its being ſeparated from the Sou, bur the death 
of the Soul, is in ſeparation from God. Now 
Immediately upon Adams tranſoretlion, man de- 
comes wunacquainted with God, fo ruat upon ihe 
hearing of the voice of the Lord, they h14 theme 
{elves from the preſence of the Lord, among the 
'rees of the garacn, What a wotul caſe 15 Man Na- 
ruraliy in-? He hath loſt his acquaintance with 
God, and was in 2 way, never, never tO recover 
it : upont Gods approach he flees. And Tuch is the 
nature of all fin, it puts a man into a diſpoſition 
to greater ſins: Every deparcure from God in- 
clines rowards a greater, In the firſt Covenant 
this is the wholeof it; ir is both a command to 
keep nigh to God, and a promiſe of Gods being 
nigh rochem, and a threatning of Gods putting 
tham away far from him, man breaking the firſt 

C-3 COVENANT: 


(22) 


Covenan 1c, The ramediate cfe&t of it was the. 
"ih {in © Of flee! ing from GOG, Quite CONTrary tO IN5t 


4 3CQUAITIta nee Inſtead of t1ew former an preiientt- 
j : of Go i, they { leem to have forpoiten his 0m - 

nipretence ; ! - _ of peace with (30d. they bave 
Wi NOLNng but « ead and iorment in the th: ugh ts 
ys" of ' God: inite: - of drawing nigh t 0 Goggrh ey ! 


[A 1; from him inſtead of converſe with G 50d, 
| L1eV ek, never G have (3 ao with! N;11) INOCe ; 
inſtead of Erving themielves up © God, they 
if it had! been pot! ble, WoL 114 have hid thernſelves 
from ©0od. AC Quail nance with God is the fun 
of the firſt Covenant; unacquaintance with God 
4s the rriſery of the breach or the Covenanr, 
' This 15 IiKewiſe the great defign and purpole of 
C30 q 1 in rhe { iet 'ONMNQ C OVeEninte.. The Ed & 
venant is this. ;: When God belicid man 10 a mt - 
2 Jerable condition, by reaſon of the breach O1 the 
Frit Coverant, inthe unſearchable riches of his 
Iz po zanels, acc dow to the eternal purpoſe of 
 *®4, His good Will towards Man, he male an agrec- 
| men. with: his Son to fend him amongſt a gene= 
| ration of {inful Men,that if he would undertake 5 
[ | bring them back into acquaintance with the Fa- 
| ther n he Was willing 41nd reauy [Oo receive tem 
again into acquain tance with him ; the Son be- 
ing the expreſs image of Þis Fathers will, and 
- fas. bath the ſame good will ro man with 
the Father, and is ready to cloſe with his Fa- 
thers propoſals ; and ſo enters into a Covenant 


<< 


| with the Father to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, and 

{# to take away Sin, and to take away the middle 
[1 wail of Separation, [9 recover a choſen gene- 
j! ration, and to bring them. back again to God. 


Thus he became the head of another {Ove- 
| , De 


fant le "LW eeti T4 AU 1nd M2. AN 15 the nhrit 
Covenant was ! nade wirk Agam for him and his 
eed ; So the ſecond Covenant is made with Jetus 
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O77E jneep, ha: teat ll the flock , and feck þ I Ja ft 4b 
11:03 was 75{t, So when man was loſt by { Jee 
fus Chrilt leaves ail, to recever and terc! [1 hs ie 
is loſt, We are al con aft mY he! lojt 
jeep, as Da v1d fau'0 of b1 nſelF, Pa ” T py t/t 
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f:3 they who [pint ime F Were whe i 0 f are made p ioh 
by the blood of Chriſt ; for De 15 6127 Peape, ,bwhag hath 
made bg: ene. In verie the tenth, 1s 2 delcription 
of our l{iate withour Ghrilt, bers aliens from the 
Common-wenlrh of Tfract, veing {ir wgers from the 

Ueda of romtſe. and bauwt Ng no 20Þ 16,0224 with 

God 1n the world, This 15 4 deſe ription Of Gur 
unicgquaimriance with Sod. Bit Chritt Makes up 
the breact, and itat by a donbie AC. 

Firlt, by Covenant with the Father, ro make 
mat fit for comm! non n With him: 

Secondiy, His giving man aitlurance that the 
Father will receive him upon his return. 

T 115 then Is Lie QOrgcat deſigi ? it} all nec fe 0i0- 
r{0u5 ACCOMPii! (hments of Chriſt for this . he lefr 
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Þis Fathers boſowwe, that he might bring us inte 
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How !c 'T ſhall } be with you * Fiow long j »3a 
4 ju 4jfer you: ' For this did he maks« Inmſelt an ci] 
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| 117 for fraxthat y taking away 1in,ne might bring 
| men to God. This is the great purpole of f Chrilt 


| in all his offices. Ye have heard of the three 
k Offices of the Mediator, that he is a Prieft.a Pro- 
| phet and a King, This i is the end of the Prie(t y 
j Ofkce. Theparpol of Chrilts offering up him- 
; felf a Sacrih Ce Was by fatistying the jultice of 
k God, is make Way for faners. x cturn to God. 
This. 15 tl he end ot his propbetical Office, to lead 
| men int9 kno wiedg and acquaintance with God. 
; | his , the end of his Kin ly (3IHicE 3 that GOYECT - 
| ring then, and ruling their hearts by his Spiri' i 

'E might eftectually bring men to (God, to ac- 
| nance with him: Now then, boce this 1s 
the great delign of God 1n his ; Sreat CHpenſation 
cowards man, to keep men in acquaintance with 
himſelf, and to reduce him when he had loft-irs 
goth it not concern us Ir do our art for the 
bringing to paſsthis preat work ? ſhall God loſe 
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ena in making us, and in ſetting man in the 
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(25) 
world every way furniſhed for bis ſervice ? and 
ſhall (0d Joſe his end in ſending his Son to re» 
celve us, when we had fortaken him ? Shall Chritt 
leave his Fathers boſom to bring us home to the 
Fxrher, and ſhall we refuſe 10 return ” Shall he 
Pour out his foul, an offering for fin, that he 
mipht make way for our acce's to God, rar we 
who were far off, might be made mph by the blood 
ef Chriſt ? and ſhail we fruſtrate all by our re- 


fuling £o 86 to him ? fnall Chrilt come and ofter 
us bis help and direction ro come io the Fatter, 
and jhall we abide {till firangers ! Shall che Kings 
$on come inro our Cottages tio invite us to dwell 
with his Father at Court, and ſhall we ſhut the 
door upon him, eſficeming our Cottages better 
than his Pallace ? 

Secondly, ir is the duty of man to acquaint 
hunſe!f wah God, becauſe therein is the improve- 


ment of his highef* exceilency. Every one ac-- 


knowledgeti an excellency in man, above all the 
reſt of this lower world ; Now what is this exCcel- 
lency of man ? 15 it not that he 1s made in a capa», 
city of knowing God,and enjoying God, and ha- 
ving Communion with God ? This is the hetght 
of his glory, Jer. 9.23,24. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
let rot the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, let not the 
migi:ty man glory im bus might, nor the vich man in 
mis rrcnes 5 but let ham that gloriech glory in this, 
that be underſtands and knoweth me, that Tam the 
Lord that exerciſe loving kinaneſs, anarighteouſ- 
neſs wm the earth, and judgment, for in theſe things 
7 deliahe faith the Lord. Yee ſee here, wheremn 
man 15t© glory,for which he may value himſelfas 
iruly glorious. [n his anderſtanding,and knowing 
of Gog,man {{anderh above the rett ofthe Crea- 

LUres 
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es 
tures, 13 chat he is a rationa] intelleftual Agent, 
his 1s part © { the has of fo 50d,even Knowied 
Col.3.1 > wht (C13 25 Ye FECT ved i?2 k 70vLer ag a? "OT the 7 7. : 
P78 C of 13472 that Creared ' bs; 1, | {1C nigher any _ ; 
reſembieth God, the grcacer 1s the exceiiency o5 
that thino : now in his we reſemble God more 
thar aoYy Other CGrearure.in tiiat We ary KNOWN 
anderſtanding A Zens af | the hrphett maproves- 


-< 


macnt of this cxcellency of man. 1s in rhe knowledo 
of God, and acquaintance witi: God, Prov. 20. 
Wy. 26 ſpirit of A 141 15 called the caridte o ting 
FF $0 tat 1s, 1 {LL 1% Fu 19 I tet uh n th © { 2 {} Gi w 
L 6- }- 


rect the fon! tro a diſcovery of God, Chis i 15 
higheſt improvement of our greateſt excellency, 
&; ih1s 1s the excellency of man | I 

tures : this is that whereby one man exce 
Uicr. Who are thote yrhole names are as prect 
ous Ontgent poured forth * ' Who are thoſe wh 
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3% obta eA 4 good report : Fel NOL "ag 
thoſe who were moſt acquainted with God * £. 
z0ck, is ſaid to walk with God; an expreſtion 


Winch (:gnifes mtimate acquaimance with God ; 

21d the retore Was £74 [cate ed that he ſhould cr [ee 
death, And TN oxh, who family 210ne Was pre- 
ſerved when Cod dettroyed the old World by 
—. D e was faid to walk with God, Ger. 6,9 
Among ail rhe ſons oz men be kept cloſe ro Go, 
Ang God took care of | [19mm alone - Abrahamn: WARO 
was the Father 6{ the baithful, he was called zhc 
Friend of God. doſes who was the Mediator of 
the old C: Dvenant, hewwzs ſaid ro ſpeak with God 


| fa veto } face, AS 4 141 ſpeaket 3 to 1s friend, I migh {i 


make mention of many more, who were the ex- 
cellent ones of rhe earth; becauſe they did aeltght 


in God,& God deligh ed i in zhem, 2Zal. 3. 16,17 + 
T YEN : 


(27) 
They rhat feared the Lord, (pake oftcn one to ano- 
ther ; and the Lord hearkened and heard : ani tne 
book of remembrance was written for them that fear 
the Lord, and that thought upon his vame : Ana 
hey ſhall be mine, laith the Lord of Hoſts, in the 
aay when 1 make up my Jewels. Ye ſte how God 
accounts Of thoſe that are of his acquainrance,thar 
mer together and ſpake of God, and that rhoughr 
upon his name; he reckons them amongit his Jew- 
els 11s peculiar Treaſure : Such honour have all 
chofe that are acquainted with God. Ye ſce then 
the excellency of man above all the reſt of the 0. 
ther Creatures. Now if man fail in this which is 
bis higheſt excetJercy,he will become tte vilelt of 
Creatures, Every thing if it fail in its chiefeſt 
end and purpoſe,and iigheit exceilency, becomes 
baſe and of no account: {f jalt loſe its javour(aith 
our Saviour) z5 good for nothing. It man have loft 
his acquaintance with God,he 1s hencetorih good 
or nothing, The mind of man 1s his eye, by 
which.he is to behold God ; now if this eye be 
blind, if the light be darkneſs, how great 15 that 
darkneſs The Jews in Ezek. 15,1, are likened 
t0a Vine, which, if it be barren, is $00d for no 
uſe : Shall wood be raken thereof for any work ? 
{t is fit for nothing but to burn. Soit is in man, 
his great uſe and cxcellency 1s his acquaintance 
with God : now if he fails 1o rhis, he 15 good for 
nothing, Verily, man is a baſe, vile worthlefs 


thin S without acquainrance with G3d. None are 


teis eſteemed among men, han they that want 


wiſdome to converſe amons men, None are leſs. 


eltecmed before God, than they that know him 
notythat have not acquaintance with him, to con- 
verſe 
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verſe with iro. Ye fee wherein the exceitency 

anc worth of 139 confilteih, and that if there 
bea deformity, where ought to be our chiefeſt 
beauty, the. whole is accounted as a deformed 
piece. it concerns us then ro look that we keep 
our plory ny oned, oar exccllency in 1ts due 
valiic , thar we doo not. degrade « gur feives below 
what God hath placed. us in, If we are not 
acquainted wich God, our fouls ſcrve us 19 litrie 
purpoſe : iT 15 couliags ie Pcince,the Soul, to go 
on foot, and to ſerve the body, wich ihouid be 
as a ſervant : it is £ ole r the candle of the Lord 
_ Ont in walte. 

Thirdly » Another enforcement of this ditty Ok 
Acqaintance LISTER Go dQ, 15 his. It (ile ac 
qainrance With Ln it is ſlighring the great 
ell of all the mercies that God beſtowes. Favors 
are t0 be valued, cither by ur proper excellen. 
Ci2s, Or accoramsg -0 the good will of him that 


- T: 


'deitowes them : both theie Ways this.s tO be ac- 


conned the preatelt of mercies. In Gods giving 
us leave 1G be acquainted with him, he S1VCS OUT 
himſelfro be known, ro be loved, to be conver- 
ſed with, to be enjoyed. What Ore arer Sift can 
(30d SHY e tlien himſelf? 2f0d 15 the DOrtiOn « of his 
people, he is the gre ate{t portion, the ſureſt, the 
moſt ſairable,and the only durable y=_ 't10n. Thus 
theyt!! at know bim eſteem Of him, P ſa.,7 3.26,My 
te eb < 5 my beart failerh, but God 1s the ſtrength of 
any heart, pertion for ever,P[al.16.5,0. The Lord 
25 the portion of 12:18 apheritance © the limes are fat- 
len t9 me mm 4a plea, ant place;yeagT nave 4 goodly he 
r2tage. Bleſſea are the people that are in ſuch a caſe; 
yea,ole [ed are t he people whoſe God 15 the Lord, No 
Sroater 
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ſpeechleſs, when theſe things (Mall be charged 
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greater mercy can be beſtowed upon any people, 
family, or perſon, than this, to: God to dwelt 
among them. Jf we value chis 10 ercy accord- 
ing to the excellency and worth of that which is 
beſtowed, it is the greateſt 3 if we value it acor-- 
ding to the good will of him that gives it, it will 
appear likewiſe to be the greateit favour. The 


greatneſs of the good will of God in giving him- 


ſelf ro be our acquaintance, 1s evident 1n the na- 
tare of the gift. A man may give his eſtate to 

them to whom his love 1s not very Jarge 3 bur he 
never gtves himſe}f hut npon | fir ons affection. 
70d_ gives abunda ntly to all che works of his 
hands, he cauſeth rhe Sun 10 ſhine upon the e- 
vil, and upun the good 3 and the rain to deſcend 
apon the "uſt and the unjuſt : But ir cannot be 
conceived, that be ſhould give himielf 19 be a 
Portion, 2 friend, Father, Husband, but in abun- 
dance of Love. Whoſoever therefore {hall re- 
fuſe acquaintance with God, {lighted the great 
et favour that ever God did bettow UPON MAr 
Now conlider what a tygh charge this is te 
_ ſach a kindneſs from God, 1s an act ofthe 
atelt vileneſs. Davia was i ever ſ0 provoked, 

48 en the King of Ammon abuied his kindneſs 
in his Ambafadors, after his fathers death. And 
God 15 high] LY provoked wh en Þ15s Sl 'cateft mer- 
cies, beſtowed in the greatel. {t love, are rejected, 
and caſt away. What could God give more and 
bettcr than himſelf? And how heavy will this 
imputation be ! Theſe are thofe that look upon 
God, as not worth being acquainted with. Ler 
vs therefore conſider how we ſhall be able to 
ſtand to theſe Accuſations, Shall we nor. be 


UPON 
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upon us ? Shall we NO! De £ onounded, WHoHEen We, 
f\- F tr ww } ig (7 . 

ſtand ro the iriai of him to) whon 1 Wo nad Oticr- 
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21 tn (>00d 11 WY bein BIOUGN ou (- od, Hence 
It 15 that the DIAayc: of the wicked is 271 abomina- 
ron ; that which Prey for -rafer, '©od abaors. 
becaule = a are not acquainted with him, Jja [, 
2 'T ne 9X Knows 5 OWner , &i; 3 the «js hrs maſters 
crib, but rac aoih not kom meg verſ, $3, 14. IG 
this, faith be, your zacenſe 1s abomination unro me, 
ther new 1007s and fabbat! 15, tie Caitiny of aſſent. 
hlie es, / C 1/7730t BWAY w:tH 6. $8 #5 W160! V <1 8-pt 
ſolemn A meetings. Now tne reac "13 wh y there ts 3 
necellity of {jn withoar acquaintance with G0Ggis, 
he cauſe wh atſoc Ver is notdone with a good hea! ty 
15 not good, Zh, 6 Ge 45: T te good man ont of the 
php reajure of his hears þ ranger j forth £909 frm, 


(31) 


and an evil man out of the evil treaſure of 15 _ 
bringeth forth evil fruit:for out of the abundanc 
of the heart, ihe mouth ſpeaketh. As an evil res 
cannor bring forth good fruit, ſo an evil beart 
cannot brirs forth a good ation, Now withour 
knowledgy the heart 1s not good, Prov. 19.2, 
T hat ihe foul be without ky wleag 15 not good. And 
there is no knowledp like the knowleds or God, 
And acquaintance with hira, to make the heart 
&00d Hof .4 2, Tiecaufe there 1s 5 :0t t714th,nor mere 
cy, wor knowleds of ' God 17 hekg 172, {5 therefore by 
j* eargngy ard [yin 7g 4 ind ki 17 ana ' ſrealing, \ aid 
Hm 7 adultery, treyÞ _ oat, GC Thus Want 
of} KNOW]: dp of God,and acquaintance with God, 
we may plainiy lee, is the : neceſſary cauſe of {in, 
Now there is no greater evil on this deHell ther: 


thar of a neceſſity of ſinning, 2,Per.2.14. Thoſe of 


Wi: ich if i$ iaid, they C4073791t ceaſe jrom jr ag ,a are 
Called c: owſed children. He thar chooſert any (11 Ya. 
ther than affliction, doth i through rhe blindneſs 
of his mind. This is laid as a heavy accuſation, Jeb 
39.21, For this haſt ther cholen Tarner than affiictn 
6,To chooſe iniquity rather than affl:ftion, is the 
oreateſt folly 1maginadle - It 1s one great part of 
the miſery of Hell,thar they never cezie from {1n- 
rang ; and tbis 1s "the greateſt rhiſery on earth, 

our being ſo much under rtie power of an, 1 ap- 


peal to any gracious ſoul that hata the feeling of 


the burden of fin ; what is it's great trouble and 
ſorrow ? is it not becauſe of lin ? What are his ſe- 
crer moans to God ? is it not the ſence of corrup. 
tion ? Oh wrethed man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death, faith Paxl, Rom. 7. 
He had been complaining of the maſs of corrup- 
tion that did {till preſs bard upon him, and " 
Tae 
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the ſtrong work {gs of his ſpirit againſt it, he 


calls ir The body of death, Tt vas 25 grievous to 
him as if be had been honnd to a Rinking rotten 


action, a right pattern 01 MON, 5 right prin- 
ciple for ati Na dl rig! ay ' OD 2& for r ation, - right 
end for ation, the only a affiance of action, Ft 
Concerns us then as we#make any difference be- 
tween good and evil, if we have any reſpect uzto 
holineſs and purity before {in and iniquity, t© 
fee to get acqitaintance with God 3 becauſe with. 
out acqwainiance with God, weare ma WOui ne- 
cellty of ſinning. 
2 nous acquaintance with God, we are 
in a necefiity of m:jery. Indeed fin is 3 great mi- 
ery; and to be in a necetlity of inning, is par 
of the ecelhiry of miſery. But beſides that, there 
'S 2 NECK ey of miſery of hay yo xr kind. What 
75s the great 1mploy! Jent ; men unacquainied 
with God ? Men labour in the very fire, and 
weaty themſelves for very Aijrmns Habak, 2. 13. 
T pris was the miſery of ;nen, becauſe they know nor 
God, But iti wer /c * 14. there G a promiſe of better 
days, hen the e::rth hall be filled with the glory of 
the Lord as the waters cover the ſea. Then and not 
ci?! cen will cher? be a deliverance from Jabour- 
ing in the hre when there 1s the wdvke of 
God. The reaſon of it is. becauſe true ſatisfaction 
ard peace cannot be, till out defires 2nd enjoy - 
ments are alike ; and ih1scannor be, ill the ſout is 
acquainted with God : For nothing can fill up the 
detires of the ſout but God, The ſonl of man 55 
t 


Fr 


[ 


V Ipactous,fi0 that it cannot be filled with the 
| wyrld % 


carcaſle. How wretched then is the itate of every 
#5511 UOaCGUanNLEd with (Fad * WI Oo can do no- 
tnng but fn, becauſe they wamt the right rule of 


— 


world ; and while it (3) an erpt nels, it {i0 
Cryes OuL fOr 11 re, and « $7 IC be f led ll it be 
hied with (Ne falneſs of G od, Epheſ. 3. 19. The 
prodigai 107 had nothing but h usks to feed upon, 


when he was gone fr om hy 3 fattiers houſe 3 he 
would faine haye uy led | | ; belly with the hos 


but ceuld not : they were not food for the ſoul. 
When we are depar rt -d from Ge 5 ve bave no- 
thing t6 $*ed On but the world, and we would fill 
our ſouk wita th e W orld, buc cannot ; for it is 
not food for the on re: S's with God 1s 
the tood of the ſou! |. Fob 23 2 . 4 hawe efteemed 
f12e Wor as of 11S (4011 11, 710YE of £12 73 'y eg "a1 bi food. 
80 tat a toul that is nor acquainted with God, is 
famiſhed f for want of food, P ſal, 42,2. My jout 
7 ftc >t {3 for God. for te [L044E God. Wh: 'V7 that Fl 
come & ippeare before C 0 ! David was acq! IR 1Nt 
ed with God, bur for want of an aRual enjov- 
ment,tiow doth he here breath ouc the tr es of 
$118 {Dr it 4 21 5 the Hart pantets, after the water- 
b; oo jo pantech my fout ater thee, O God, The 
ſou! is {tili panting, Some pant-after the duſt of 
che earth, Amos 2, 7. Thete were of the Serpents 
{red, whoſe curſe from God w as, Duſt ſnalr thos 
£2t : but the ſeed of Chritt, they pant for God, 5 
they that pant after God {hall be nlled with the 
fulneſs of God: but he that panteth atrer any thing 
beirdes God, will never find any falnef(s , he will 
feed as npon the duit of the earth, And what can 
follow but diffatisfation and mitery ? Acquain- 
Gods the only W Way to be freed fro 
a necefiicy of tif and MICry.. 
Fifthly, ACA : with God is the dnty of 
£12n, becaule God himſe}f doth acquaint bit afetf 


Wi Man, Sha)! ile King {eek 2iter acouailnafice 
£2 Gf (AY 
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with the meaneſk oi Nis Sub je A5,and he refnſe 3c- 
QUAimn Inca WAITE b 7] rayon ' {hall Cx 04 at. - 
JUaint ve. - With 1 1arl, an d ſha) n10t man 2C- 
Net nt himſelf with 0d ! Ir 3s expected 41,008 


men, that the inferiour fhouid ſeek for acqQU2IN = 
Lance Wicſt ©2 Superiour, and n0t the Superiour 
to the ink -iour » but : God ITT at of his wonder - 
ful love hath iou; oht arit co man for acquain- 
Lance, Thus Prov. 8. 31, it is ſaid concerning the 
fon of God, who 1s meant by the E; 1141 W [an 
of the Father tit he VR 2/4 ie hu table parts 
of the eartin,cy hs a ielrght PAS W3t hs Bntdof men, 

If God thus deiights in converſe and ac qQuaintance 
with the ſons of men, how ninch more onght 
_ to rejoyce in converſe and acquaintance 
with God,Iſa.65.1-God faith, / am found of them 
that ſought me not. All men were departed from 
God, and not a man that did ſeek after God 3 
there is none that underſtands or ſeeks after God, 

yet God is found of thein. The 8 good ſhepherd 
_ his loſt ſeep, before the ſheep ſought him, 

ant,$. 2. When the ſoul ts allecp, it hears the 

—_ of its Beloved thai knocks, ſaying, Oper to 
we my ſiſter, = tove, my dove,my unde filed, Revel, 

3 20. There Chrit Jaith to the revolting Church, 

that he was ready tO ſpew them out of his mc outh, 

Behold, T ſtand at the avor, and knock » sf any maj 
will bear me, 5 414 Open the aoor, T will come in and 


fp with n:m,and ne W? Wa me, Pal 68 15, T hou maſi 
alcended on 12:9 ob lee 'Ajt led "F. "It y Captive, t320H 
bh, iſt #=g "5x A Hy "iS ( mens) Al rebe llions alf 3 
# at the 0.07 44 bt Gel. ame th £2), Ts 1 i not 


b becoming i then char man ſhould open when God 
knocks 4 te Cael Ks 10» dwell among the rebeili- 
GUS, 25 Ti nog fit '$ '128 (L141 thould ENTEC into a ( 
QUA! Tolt Lance 


CY .- ; 

quainrance with God, when God Gdoth thus ac- 
quaint Nimafelf with man? Thus I have opened 
to you the Nature Of Un, pe with God, 
and evidenced it to be the U uty of Z1an, to ac- 
qQuairit himfele with God ; let us now make fome 
KNNErovemetit of this Truth, 


USE L 


Firſt, Is there to be an acquaintance between 
ihe foul Arc ( od I Let us then ftand and OR 7 
at the great ONO of ©3506! This may ſur« 
prite our ſouls vu ih an extaſie of aGMIration,that 
God ſhould dwel! with man; that the mighty Fe- 
oval thould have ſuch r: lr aft tothe work Ol = 
ha ids, Pjal, 113, " 6. Who 5 like wwito the Ts 
who dwelleth ov prgh rho hailed hi tef to be "I 
the t 011; TS that are 11 DeavVen, JO 17 earth | y Th ic 
Pſalcoilt 2dmireth God, thar be humbled himſelf 
to behold things rhar are in beavensand how 
much more then is he to be admired,tiiat he hur'? 
Med himſelf to 3 cquaint himſelf with mar ? Let us 
aan be filled with admirario! Ny that God fhonld 
ta _ us ſo nigh unto hunfelf. As Pſal. 3.4 What 25 
an that thou art mmadf il of him 1 er the 0 Y 17141 
that thou ſhoul:!:ft vifit him ! And Job. 7, 17, 28; 
What is man that thou ſhoul Zeſt magmfie boat and 
that thou ſhouldz {# ſet thy heart upon biz * | and that 
hou ſhouts eft viſit him every morning ! Man inthe 
pride of his heart ſzeth nofuch great matter 1n it, 
ut an humble {0ul 1: filled with aſtoniſhment Tt[a: 
$7.15. Thus ſaith thc nigh and lofty One, which 
znhakiteth eternity wheſe name 15 Holy . I dwelt 
zh the high and holy plac 
4 (074rr ate & Durnble Firit-1 -evive the ſpar it of th: 


yok. 


D 3 hunks, 


with h1m alſo el nat is of 


(39) 
Mumble awd to revive the hen't 1 the contrite ones. 
Oh fait hel hninble ſoul, will the Lord have re- 
Ip et umo {uct , vile worm as I am?will the Lord 
acquainr hunfe'f with ſuch a finful wretci as 1 
> Will the Lord i open his ar bs. nis boſorme, 
bis heart tome ? fhallſuch a 
ture as lfhnd fayour in his eyes * in Fxeh 16.15. 
We have a relation of the wonderfni condeſcen - 
7:00 Of { 50d to man, who 1s tierce refembled to 
g wretcR« gs pry t cait out in the day of its birth 
511 3C's bio Us! ; lthine(s, no eye Pity ing it ; ſuck 
loarhſorne « creatures are we before Go dd, 2 ind Yet 
when he panes by, and ſaw us polluted in onr 
blo! ud, he [414 wito u5, tive. Tt 15 doubled, becauic 


& 
4 


of the !t: -engrh 0 Q, its nature, t was the time of 


So: ww 8. This was love indeed, that God 
hould take a bi my, wretched thing, and ſpread 
bis: :kiris over it, and coyer its nakedneſs, and 
{wear unto it, ef enter into a covenant With it, 
and make it his ; that 1s, that he ſhould eſpouſe 
this loathſome thing to himſelf, that he would be 
an husband to it; this is love unfathomable, love 
unconceivable, lelf-principled love ; this, is the 
love of God to man ; for God is love : Oh the 
depth of the riches of the bounty and goodneſs of 
God ” How is his love wonderful, aid his grace 
paſt hnding our { How do you find and feel your 
=_— affected upon the reporr of theſe things ? 
do you not ſee matter of admiration, and cauſe 
ot wonder ! Are vounot, as it were, lanched 
torth into an Ocean of goodneſs, where YOu can 
ſeeno lhoar, nor feel no bottom ? Ye may make 
po xr gh your fſclves by the morions and 
tfeRions ry Ve gona in your ſelves at the men-- 
tion of £his « ws Chriſt judged of the Faith 


of 


loathſome crea-- 
Py 


ew. ormeueetios mg 


of the Centurion,” th unto him, Lord I am 
not worth ye ty, then un 1144s -/ Came wAACT my roof, 


Mat.8.8, When Feſus heard this, he mar; wled, and 


(37) 
at fad 


faza to them tral to lowed in. 1 ſay unto you, T have 
ot found fo orcat faith,no not in Tſracl, If then 1 Ou 


teel noi your fouls mightily a#cd with this 
condeſcention of God z Say thus unto your foul, 
What aileth thee, O my foul. thar thou art n© 
more aftecte a with the goodneſs of God? Arr 
thou dead, that tou __ nor tee]? Or art thou 
blind, that chou canſt not ſre thy elf compaſſed 
about with toniſhing 'p goodnels Behold, che 
King of - m2. deſc nag ; fromthe habitation of 
bis May ty, a *d COmINg £0 viſi thee , heareſt 
not thou His ; YOICE, ſaying, Open to me my ſiſter - 
behold, / ſtand ar tine door and} RIC bs Lui {WP YOAUTY 
fetwc yet O ye 84 fE5, ana Ve ye lified up ye everta- 
fting doors, that the k Wet elory may come 1, Des 
hoid,O my foul. be v he waits i} while thou haſt 
refuſed to open to 111miO the wonder of his go0d- 
nets {O tae condefcention of his Love! to vitie me 
Lo fue unto Mme, to wait upon me,to be acquainted 
with me ! Thus work up your ſo uls into an aſt9- 
n:!:ment at the condeſcention of God. 


Secondly, T5 there to be acquarntance betwee 
: © foul nd Gd ? rhen let ns learn 10 Dans 
hr judgement oi our own Excellency ; let us 
hw of onr ſeives 25 too 2gd' and noble ro con- 
verſe with this date and begrvarly world, IT am 
of a nobler original, then ro debaſe my lelf ro 
ſuch mean things ; Tam the oti-fpring of God, 
and ſhall I acquaint my felf with earth? I am of 
2 the 
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elf, 
1Manoiomients Of the f 


break OUT « }f that} D Uage « J the Devil, (Tail nple 


Upon the glory of hi WOriil, and fcorn to let out 
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te Noon unGer tOY ieetys CIOANN Thy feif will thi 
Sun, pui on the fon of righteouſneſs, come 1n- 
tothe palace 08 190d, and aCQUAN ty f Witt, 
am, for this 15thy glory, this 18 thy excellency 
, © [- 2CECIONS «4 IEES who Can Cail IO. Fatin [5 "A 
the 390 Brother, WBO Have tellowſhip with i 11C 
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irRin the Nature of Price, Sorne 100K Up 
that only as Pride, which manifeteth it fel Fin 
coltly Apparel, and bo ay rant ments, deyondG 

the degree and rank of the perſon. Some 


book oo further then the carriave of one man to- 
+ 


md 


ie 
wards another, Now favor ably conſider with 
me, that the greatelt Pride in the world. is mans 
; We i. | IP 3 7 a. a _ | ET 
Unaus citeem of himſelf coward God 3 and this 
"'P | ; '” 
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039) 


25 SM: he hezrt of CILEY One by narynre, Every Oe 
lg narure racks L up wml againſt God, goes 
about t© dethrone « God 2, and to crown himiclf : 


SS © a RS ES yp Hr LE as os 
Every one cake 3 counſel in tis heart againlt che 
" <C./ 
i - } E: — +4 99 "4% - { F $ . 1 , 3 f 'F 4 # 7 #4 
Lord, id \ kibgy C1 its b; Corn 1168 0 6177 'N alunaer. ARS 
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oO OP ES i: £5 ; 
Pride of a man againk : God, oe {bt od out 


of the Throne of his } Matelly and: zo fer himtelt ins» 
I'c Wat is Gods glory and cefpeR amons bis 
Creatures 2 Is 1 not this; that he being the begin= 
aing, and Author Of all, ſhould be hkewiſfe the end 
of ail! Ard nave '5the very purpoſe of God in 
making of mangthathaving recetved him(ſclt from 
God,he hon] has What be mignt freely give up 
ro GL0d ; fo Nat all mans, arid all that he hath, 
is r0 be offered to God, asthe end and center of 


ail. Now 4 abs a are brings God under 
tO Br - wer to provide for tim. Now though 
this Pride of man againit God be not ſo much 
rakeo notice 0f,. yet it isthe very daring {in of 
the World, Itis indeed to be won dered at, that 
ever creatvres dtd call out the Brit thoughts of 
ſuch an atterapt Now confide r how far mans 
Prige 1 {5 from [115 [rue Exce;le acy itt ti iS {]non 
20d, We are therefore ro {tinguith be- 


coreen that | nigh elteem that man. is to have of 


nſelt, and Dr ide. For man to wars UDONn FEET!» 

ſelf 15 a noble being, and of rank above all the 
atural worla,it 15 not Pride, for thus he 1s (being 
a Spiritual undet KHanding Age nt) mn a Capacity 


of beins Acquainted with God, verb being united © 
20d, and. 45 ) may lay, Of exc G18 thmielf 


1th God. | 
D 4. Secondly 


nr erg reg rr 
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Secondly, Another miſtake of moſt men, 15, 
concerrung tveir Degnity and Exce/ency, and in 
the fu! lend meatare of their Exceſle; 1Cy. Molt 


mezinrec tneir Dignty by the acCvantage \ which 


NEV HAVE OVEr Olfiicrs 11 fins W r} 3 As {ome 


M3 their Power and AMTOOrity p {ome in their 
Friends and Relations : EN their Riches and. 


Fitates: ſome in ther Wiſdom and Farultes 
lome an their Strength and power. And what 
more. univerfal £ vil is there then this, for every 


One in to NR erliing Or other to lift himſelf up 
in 115 own eitecm, and in his thoughts ro tread 
rpon others, as ſomething inferinur to hiraſelf * 
B at mien ite blinded in their ROO deiuf! Ons, nOoc 
<onfid-ting what 15 the trace F Xt elle! Cy © f1 man :; 
nor know the 1h rulc by Which mans worth 
15 to be judged of. The way for us t0 judpe 
Tight CONCcerning Our ſelves, is © fee thaw we 
ſand rowards God, God is the nerfeftion of ex 
CELeNcy 5 - and rhe nigher We are 0 God, the 
BreArce is Our excehe ncye Thus 1s the greatnets 
of 2 Nat 107 £0 De nigh iO 300d, Deut. 4. ef Ley 
i 


4 PTE -þ ” FE? mas. 5 | : M 4 ay N 
Os £ t1071 iſt DEV IF & © yP 1 WH-2CH Be 1th ( 70A "y Np0 I MITT 
'2 | "3 A EY i B C -v . of 

EVEM - F3.T1C HTINOT G. p f x0Q & CA! ted the : "fat Sg 
LONcY Of Jacob. god ſweareth not by any thing 


bejiow tutnſelt 5; therefore God ts here meant, 
oy. 60. 19. God 1 i5 called tte Glory of bis people, 
The Lora jrall ve ra thee an everlaſting tupht, & hy 
Go wh thy Glory, k ow God 15 the olory of thoſe 
that are acquainied with him. 

Firſt, By vertue of the Relation wherein God 
fands cowards them. An intimate Relation t© 
thoſe that are perſons of Djenity, & Worth, doth 
COMMUrica ire Worth ; _ honey LO thoſe who 


are lo relate 10 them ie fon Ota nican Man 


4 T 


y 
og 


I) 
is not fo Iighly valor eſteemed as rhe ſon 
of a prince. David reckoned it to be a preart thing 
to be Son-in-law roa King, 1 Sam. 18.18. Who 
am 1, and what is my life, or my fathers f anuly in 
iſrael, that I ſhould be fon in-law ro the king ?Thus 
are: we to reckon it our Dignity and Excellency 
to bein nigh relation to God, to be ſons of God, 

2 be heirs of Godgand to be the friends of God, 
what greater honor then this to be in ſuch a nigh 
relation to the Cod ofGlory ?Now cheExcellency 
that we have from this Relation, ariſeth from 
he excellency of that Act which 15 the Fonnda- 
con Of this Relation, and that 15 our being born 
of God,as we are Sons, Feh.1. 12,13.God marry-. 
40s us to himſelf as he is our husband, Fer. 3.7 rn, 
"O back, ſliding children, faith the Lora, for I am 
married unto you God takes us into fellowſhip, & 
communion, and acquaintance with himſelf, as he 
makes us his friends,and his acqaiutance. This a&t 
of God doth inftamp a Worth and Excellency 
npon man, as the 1myretiion of the Kings Seal 
upon Wax, and makes it of value, Rev. 22.4-It is 
here ſpoken as the glory ofthe ſervants of God, 
T hoje that follow the Lamb, they ſhall ſee his face, 
and vis name ſhall be in their forebeads ; that is, 
Gol bath choſen.and,as it were, marked them our 
tor his own : and this marking them, and owing 
themyit ſets a high Dignity upon them,fuch as ſe- 
cares them from the Curſe that is tro be upon all 
beſides, as Revel, 9. 4. They are commanded to 
hurt none but thoſe who have not the ſeal of God ar 
their foreheads, This Relation of rhe ſoul ro God, 
Sives the ſoul an excellency.as ir doth intereſt the 
foul in the glory and excellency of God himtelf; 
they are Gods, and Gods is theirs, 2 Cor,6,16, 1 
th will 
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ſelves , by the meaſure or faith which | ey by 

FOmM Go d 3 becauſe by falth they corne to be > Vas 
wie xcellenr in the eye of God. So like wile we 
are to meaſure our efteem which we have of our 
jelves, by the meature of our acquaintance which 
we have with fzod :; hecauie by acquaintance 
vvith him, vve come to be iruly excetlent. Ang 
viytile yve do thus, vve ihall nor think more bioh- 
iy of our ſelves then vve ought 0 think : tot 
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(34) 
while we-2ccount our felves excellent hecauſe of 
our acqaintance with God, we 13 lifting up our 
telves M agnitte Gods an Wil - we thus clory, 
we olory in the Lord, 1 C'or.1. 31. But now here. 
in we are to beware of rwo 1 x Va 

Fir, That we Qilttt 101! ih care fully | between 
our capacity of being acquaimed with God, and 
our being attually acquainted » with him $ for our 
Capacity, or being {o as that we may be acquain=- 
ted with God, 15 of no wort, unleſs we be aftus 
ally acquainted with nm, We are in a remote 
Capacity natu rally as men, and we are in a more 
nigh capacity by tt: e mercy and covenant 0f Godz 
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the actual acquaimrance an (Ne ſou! with God. 
Yea, man is the worli for thi: 5, 1f be de without 

e other ; for if man being made hz for enjoy +... 
nent of C 304, AN d COMMUNION WiILR i 1173; never 
tain 0 an enjoy! nent of him, he becomes more 
vile then thoſe things whoſe nature 1s interiourg 
if they attain ro the perieRtion of that nature, 
And it is Ke tO fare worſe with man, if 6c fall 
thorr of the glory of God, becaule he was capa- 
bile of the glo 8 »f God, then with beaſts which 
are nor capable of it. And again, 11 regard. of 
that r more nigh car -acity wherein we are by Jefus 
Chrift of ac quaintance with God, it weare not 
TC3 iy acquaimted wiit God ly We * bs reby nor 
only have no addition of excellency, but there- 
Dy: we thall be more vow and miſerable : and 
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of ok dy Wy £1 of = ro man through Chr; i: 
and know that God is ready to entertain them 


0 acquaintance with himfelt 3 it they ſhall fall 
| ; {RO7t 


(44) 
fecrt of this, their conderanation will be great- 
er then that of thoſe who never heard of Gods 
invitation, and his grace 1n Jeſus Chriit, If we 
therefore ſhall glory in our capacity of bet ing of 
the acquaintance of God, and degletito tot be real. 
iy acquainted with him, we do but as the Jews 
of ol Who cried Our, The te7 nple of tng Lord are 

theſe, Ter.” ”. 4. And the nighet rvearc to God, if 
ewe do not COMme roa thorow clolure with Lit, 
the er we are to the ſtroak o! his wrath : as 
the: mg Mer nv 1580 M ueket- (hor, the greater wil! 
the force of it. be gpon bin, Piſtin onih there. 
fore between Our CapACilY 01 bemng acquainted 
Wit) God, and our 1toal aCTUANLATCEe with 
him. 

Secondiy,we mu't be ware leſt in our eltecm 67 
oor ſelves, we lay the foundation of our glor v Ty 
our ſeives, There 1s that 1n every ones corrupt 
n:ziore which doth provoke him to it: (o that I 
dare boldly fay, that there 1s n3t a man in his 
corrupt t natoral ſtare, who doth not ſome way 
QT 07 ner lift np himſelf in 01% OWN eitcem for 
foruhing of his own. And we are apr to make 
every ſpiritual exce)lency 1© be matter for pride 
and felf-conceitedncſs, We do not ſufficiently 
eye God as the F ountain, the Author, che Foun- 
dation, the Rule and Partern Of all onr Ex el 
tency, Such is the way wherein God receiveth 
man IO at © Ts 2 with himſelf, thar te might 
hide pride f from ths eYCSg and thac no fleſh might 
Slory in his preſence, 1Cor.8.29. ifwet therefore 
lay the foundation of our glory in our _— and 
pleaſe our icives in the ſparks t chat we have kind- 
led, we (hall glory i in our ſh UC, and lie down 11 
torrow. This hig h eftcem which we are to have 9f 
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our ſelves becauſe of our acquaintance with God, 
it doth nor at ai! contradict that precious SrACC 

pf humility, but they rather help torward one 
another ; for the more any elteems of himſelf, 

auſe of that relation which he hath.to God, 
the leſs is the elteerm of himſelf, becauſe of any 
thins of his own; the more we make God the 
matter of our glory, the leſs do we glory in our 
ſelves. The more we apprehend of our Excel- , 
Iency, _ from God, theleſs account do we 
inake of 3ll other ſceraing Excellencies, When 
the light of the Sun arifeth, then all Star-lighr 
diſappears. 

Firſt, All Dignity we have,ſeerns to ariſe from 

chat relation which we have to God in acquain- 
ance With him. 

Secondly, By acquaintance with God ,we come 
to have an abſolute poſitive Dignity which is re- 
al in our perſons, yet {till depending upon God 2 
As by our union wth Chriſt we come to have a 
righteouſneſs imputed, which is our juttification z 
and a righteouſneſs likewiſe inherent, which is 
our fanCtification 3 ſo by our acquaintance with 
God, we havea dignity, as T were, imputed by 
our relation to God, and a digniry real, which 1s 
that excellency whereby we are made abſolutely 
better. By acquaintance with Godgwe come to be 
like God ; and the Image of God in us, is the 

Sreateſt excellency that weare capable of, When 
Moſes had been fourty days in the Mount with 
(30d, his face did fhine with fuch a brightneſs, 
that the people could not behold him : ſorhofe 
that converſe with God, they retain a luſter, 
which ſhines in their converſe with men. The 
5mage or picture of any worthy-perſon, is m_ 

FE 


' (64) 
ed by them that eſteem th- perſon, and this 
eſteem of it, is from a relation which it hath to 
chat perſon ; but now the chiidren of any perſon 
whom we love, being a lively image of thetr fa - 
thers perſon, have another value upon their, 
having not only a rejation worthy, becavſe of 
their reſemblance in the outward lineament, bur 

a real participation of nature and diſpoſition, 
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35 an exceljency i thoſe that are acquainted with 
God, nor only as heins 11 Relation ro him, bat 
as receiving, and being partaikers of the Divine 
Nature, As Children learn tO pronoance ther! 
words accordins to the pronunciation v6 the 
Mother, or Nurſe, with whom they converſe, 
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perfection of glory and excellency, which here- 
afr:r is to be upon thoſe that are the Sons of 
God, But it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, we 
Jhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 
in Heaven we thall be like God, becauſe we 
ſhall ſee God 3 and on earth thoſe rhat converſe 
with God, ſhall in ſome meaſure be like God ac- 
cording to their meaſure of acquaintarice with him 
And fo Paul argues concerning this preſent life, 
2C0r,3.18. But we all with _ face beholding as in 
a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed 'nto the 
ſame smage,from glory to ghory,ever as by the ſpirit 
of the 


j . 


/ 

the Lord, Hete we fee clearly that beholiding the 
-lory of the Lord, doth chans« NLO the fame 
fr AQC of God, and likewiſe that £ [11s 11 OE OL 
God SER 's re Slory Of nat: 3 {OL FÞit IO 
I Þ FLO £ ry t0 rior : that is,from one d COrce 
of plori 2s (1 rilitude, to another degree of gig- 
riOU - refonbl ance and hikenefs ro God. Thus 
Ve hw ſeen that the encelta ney of man confiit. 
eth in his ACQUA1t! cance with God, and that by 
the vertue of his relation to God, he h ACh An im- 
oured excelient Y3 and an exc<)lency by his pro- 
Priety in God. in whom 1s all excellency ; and 
that by his converſe with God, and acquaintance 
with him, he becomes really like God, which 1s 
his inherent exceilency, Let us then reckon 
our ſelves as thoſe who have their Dignity and 
Excellency from God, and inthis let us glory, 
That we know God: and are acquainted with 
God. This is the Second Ve of this Propoſi- 
tion. 
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Thirdly, 1f man ought to be acquairited with 
God; then ler us all enquire into our ſeives,whe - 
ther we are ac quainted with him or no. Let us 
every cne turn into our own boſoms, and asXx 
our ſelves this queſtion. » Tho hatt beard, O my 
toul, that which js thy great Dury, that mn 
i5 rhe very nd of thy Creation, andthy R 
d<mption, and thar the higheft oerfetion of -chy 
nobleſt f facuicy conſiſts in knowing God, and 
being acquainted 'with him, which contains 2 
r ish union to him, and intimate converſe with 

him, and mucual communion 10 God, and from 


God 


(48) 
God, and radicaitd unmoveible love to God * 
cheſe are excellent tings, O my ſoul, what ts 
thy Caie *£ Art \ HOU Ofrie © Wieſe? f DIYePC1INS Ones. 
whi ch converſeſt oft with God, and talk ot of 
God, whom he will make up with his Jewels 

Or art thou one of TR08 wretched Creatures, 
whe are alienutcd from the life of & 30d, by rei- 
ſon 0! the ignorance res 51n thee ? Or art rhoy 


one Of thole who having been fomerimes afar 
off, arc now made nh io God by the Maud OL 
Ciorit. 4nd {O- .4rl fead into tcllowlhip ING 
COLTih W101 will tie | Father and 1 the SON <6 r1e 
Spirit * O! 11: thou one of thoije who looks up 
on God afar ofi, and UPON whoin Go oy lo0Kks atar 
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off? I beſeech you every one of you,Qeal ferio!; 
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ty and accurately with your : elves mn this NGiu- 
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FY, OT it iS MOItL Eran, CHAT mon gn 11 the 
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World, YER 1 ihe vitible Cur cli, are not Ac- 
Qt Luan nted with £300 Th fiS Jt nath Bren 11 11] C: 
nerations troy ber begining of the worid, at ol 
1205S 18 1s at this day : the peop le > of God | have 
been like a little flock OL ſheep, v winiethe reitare 
iike lo locuſts, coverins the whole face of the cor 
The people of God have {till com Platt :d that 
they are but as the gleaning of the vintage, aol 

as two or three Olive-berries in ihe crop of the 
vrmoſt branches, when the re{t have been gSather- 


I 
ed. The viſible Churc” of God, in reſpet of 
ke reſt a : world. * ſmali a part 1s it ! » 
the viſible Chvrch,hov ow live up to their Re 
gion, by _ conlideravie p rofetiion f How little 
difference is there berween mo{t among us, and 
Heainens | And of thoſe that profeſs, and lay 
claim ro ſomerning beyond ochers among whors 
they lives, how many betray their Profe efiion. by 
ENew 
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their wicked practice and worldly converfation | 
<7 that when we have * made er Ju” there wall 
remain very few of thoſe that are ave quain 
ted with God, tt concerns us cen Lo be Very Gi: 
gent in enquiry, What is OUr Cate, pow we {tand 
L2Y 2rd (30d: 

Secondly, 1 ſhall be the more earneit in preſ- 
109 yOu upon, I client ſearch into what ac- 
cuaintance } OB have SOTLCH with (30d ; bec auſe, 
I know that thoſe that have lea(l 4CQU 1aintance 
with God, 4re mot apt to þ-HegloCt this enquiry. 
It may 2 4 tender ſoul chat hath been much with 
C:od, will be ready upon the fir{t hint to enter 
1110 tae ſecrets of its own bheart, tc look cver 
his evidences, £9 call £9 mind, when bave I drawr 
nich to Gcd : When have I converi:d- with 
God s {ho _— have I communiom with God ? 
Hu! my life been a walking with God 7 Have I 
dwe Ir with God and raade my abode with lira * 

TOY Ti; 'C {ou} YNLat t MNAKES high : 3CCOUNT of its AC- 

12:0tance with God, will be trying and examin- 
ng it ſelf; and it may be upon 15 more a WAKen 
Ec] ſigns « f irs lomet! ines Aon Ng from Ge od, SI 
feeling ſome preſen itrangenets, It will be ap? 19 
conclude of it ſelf, ſurely I am none otthoſe pre- 
C10US Ones, whoſe liie is 4 Converſe with Foy 
But the common geUuerat, on of the world, 
how bardly will Lot >e brought to ak 
felyest this que; jton, whe «cher they are of the ac. 
QUaintan Ls of Godorno ! How oien boave ihey 


hos n urged wit 2 Sreat and venement ati ction 
&. 


upon tri 121, Dow. their ſouls "eF COWArds God! 


and Fran they have neglected it. M {any are fo 
Py, "Rd . 
incon{iderate 2s to th #i1at 15 ſo] ken 1s C&- 
Fey op 4s 0 ”s * ? = _ , 

rang to them 2: $171 and fit in the Gon- 
OPPYATIONY 
* 4 egailen, 


(50) 
ON, but £017 hearts ar? out of reach, out 
of the ſhot of rhe Word fa they go away, and 
the word to them - 45 if ir had not been, Many 
are ſo light, and vaing and frothy in their ſpirits, 

. | 
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naturaiuy tfiere 1s 2n averiene!s to come to the 
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gat, that they works and hezrts may be mani- 
Cu ” ; : 


felted. It 1 (rM0:d come to \ NU ONne hy One, At) 
beleech you with rhe preatelt earneſtneſs, where 
With 7 were x n You #0 from the congre 
O1 ; ff FM TA1KC PPOILu yo Y--1 80 Th lecret, Bs 
PNLEC UDOY! - i rh You 1G LTTS, and 4%Kk VC7! 
ieives tro "hy t! CUCITIONS al ler them no! 
lone tNLYOU havea Clear Ceterininate anſwer, 
WPCNerVOu are 11 a {tate of acquaintance with 
Ged; i fear you would gn, oneto bis P lealures, 
another 0 this vanity, and another to his cove- 
ouſnets, and aimott ail ot ou neglect this work 


of ſo great conmcernment. Let me therefore e Urgt 


a ar i att »41 mn alc "YE & CO 
you with ail earnettneſs, thar you will nor ac- 
, * : =L mw 1 3 
CO!ne 1t 2 matter, whether J0u be acquain- 


ec ? God « or v0t 5 and fo neglect this erial of 
your ſelves: Bur bi ing your * hearts up rounc!y 10 
the examination, yicl 11 10t to their unreafonabie 
withdrawings,force CHetn raefone: If you make 
2ny account of the charne of God {, if you make 
any account of the  excellency of man, if you 
wouid not loſe the bigheſt priviledge of "the 
Creature, if you have any eſteem of the life of 
heaven, know your ſelves in this, whether you 
are in a ſtate of acquaintance with God, and be 
ferious and diligent 1n | this enquiery, 


Thirdly, Becauſe men are fo exceeding apt to 
be 


(51) ; 
be miſtaken, and to miſapprehend concerning 
themſelves, that they are in a pag of 2 xcquain- 
M10ce with God, while they are meer itrangers 
oro him 3 ſuck as thoſe w _ Cur SivViOur 
ioraks Of, Afarth. 7,223,273. et any will [4 J to me 
1, that day, Lord, Lord, have we not p? ophs fre: A uf 
rhby name, cnd in thy name have c: 4jr ont Devils and 
272 thy name aone many wonder j winwe 77k £ a and tne 
he wi Il p ro fel Ss UNTO che int, i NEUVEI EP YR: 7 YE 
from Ks. Je Workers of jinqu We1y- They take My 
granted, mh: it bee -auſe vb ſuch 7 r1Viie OCS, Tifts, 
% common 9races whic! h they [1 30.ihereto [ 
were well ac m7 ior with Chrit : DU Ou 
OUr i r th, 3 T never knew you ; that is, 
had 2ny ac CT with you, « ach are thoſe 
who are reſembled ro us DY hve {oohth Vi ba ins, 
= ' 1tth. 25. 17. Th 0 Gve toolkit): Virgins COme 
Ten the door 1s thut, and ſay, Lord. '; 074, Open 
anious:; but be anſwereth, Ver:iy 1 ſay unto) ot, { 
brows you 7297 that is,never 13d acquaintance Witia 
you 3; You never knew me 1n tae time of your 
iife, and I will rot know you now :; you were 
aihamed to own me before men, and 1 will be 
aſhamed to own you before my Father. Men 
ire fo apt to be miftaken 1n Judgment of theme 
ſclves, thar they think themſelves rich and en- 
crealing with goods, and to have need Of 0+ 
things, when they are wrerch: ed, miſerable aad 
poor,and blind,a nake d, And this ma hes David 
P/ 21. 129. 24. tO cry Ou aiter tie had been irying 
bind elt, OE 4 we 71E.. 8; Gea, 10 ”y neart, 
try meanc.hrow my ih'ousbrs,and ſee there be any 
wick: d way $/T 77its ana lead FE 171 File way e enierl: Lf Þ 
ing. bbs 1s UPapt weld 1" US £0 1 wake a right judge- 
ment 9f our ſelves in our retation to God, arifeth 
: Þ, 2 Firlt; 


Firit, From that deep ro0t BE Joe jove that 15 
1n as by nature, whereby we are apt to appt rehend 
well of our fotres: and bt our ſelves with 2 

200d CONCet Of Ur jelves, ogy | We Are Neve! 
q Þ3d. 4 and {tic} s '5 5 tNe H1Aacuhyk this afetion 
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l 
beauty in their children ; ſo doth inordinate felt= 
y 
[ove work in men, mthe judgrent of themſelves. 
Men when they judge themſelves, they look into 
| g glaſs which prefents them 11 greater 
Ceauty then ti hat whict IS thei OWT, 


Command R LES oat» 
SeLCONUIY, WEC judg e amiſs of our lelves becauic 


» ; <o » le 4 -*2 ; < 64 "ys - of * #F'% 

werake not . ; O10 rule for ou! macs MEnLrs, as 
"S. - 
choſe whom Part ts of,2 Corintinans 10,12 Y 
j 4 / _ : 7 y s 4 /' / 
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the world ; 3 any Of which ſhut up rhe ſoul a- 
gain! t God, as With. b0iis and bars 4 ms tacle 
lying inward are hen diſcerned. Other accounts 
may be give: 1 of the unaptneſs to ke 2 Cue 
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to be exact in our trya], and irilt not to a ſudden 
anſwer ; for we are ready to make a ſhort work 
of it, and to ſave our ſelves the labour, and to fit 
down with charitable thoughts of our ſelves. 
Whatſoever anfwer therefore « our hearrs pive us, 
let us fee cleared, and have ſuch reaſon or it 
that we may know how io proceed with our 
ſelves, upon a right judgment of our felvyes. 
The chief work of trial in this Particular : acquain= 
tance with God, will be from thoſe particulars 
wherein I op ened th nature of the ſouls ACQUAIN= 
rance with God, Let us therefore rake tho fo 
Heads and our own Experience of our ſclves, and 
by a rational deduftion, let us find out Gur own 
Eltate, 

As thus, Thoſe that are acquainted with God 
are brought nigh ro (30d, Whereas toinetimes 
there was 3 1trangenels and renaotencels, a valt fe- 
Paration, NOW Lie partition 15 taker Our ot Ine 
v3y, and I am image one $11 LOL, 1 have to00K 
God to be my poition, and my Father ; i have 
becn a Prodigal, and have ! depwrecd from om, 
bur 1 finding my feif loſt and undone, and that 
no! Ms could ſatisfie my foul -in the world , 
theretore | reiolved I would return ro my Fa- 
thers houſe, and try if he would receive me agamn 


into his family 5 and {IT have done. Ihave caſt 


2 my 61d converſe with the world, and with 
corruption z I have broken my league with Hell, 

and bave entered into a covenant with theFather, 
through bis Son Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore I may 
comfortadiy congude that I ara now in a ſtate of 

acquaintance with God. 

But if in the enquiry into my ſelf I find not theſe 

things, if I find that now I am as in former 
- oa Cays 


- 
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dayes ; I have feit no ſuch change in my ſeli,and 
that all things are W th; me as the werz of old ; 
I never was fenlible of any loſs in my felt; 1 ne- 
ver knew what frangeneſs and nighneſs tro God 
meant , I never undertood what union with 
God, and diſtance from God was; this ſipnifies 
ll, it is a ſ\ymptorne of a bad ſtate, of a ſtate of 
unacquaintance with God, 

2. SO again,for our converſe with God. He that 
Js acquainted with God, be hath had his con- 
verſe with God, be hath dwelt with God, and 
God with him ; he hath {upped with Chriſt, and 
Chrilt with him; his grear bulineſs and em- 
p'c wment hath been nigh God, in thoſe things 
wherenis molt of God. It1 find my ſoul much - 
COnveriing with (304 O! {it lending Our breathings 
tc _—_— oft caſting iny eye towards God,if I 
fiad the ercat work of my mind to be with God, 
my £ real t buſt J1nt ofs lics in Heaven, ny ireature 13 
laid up there, and my thoughts, and deſires, and 
j vs. and dejt: ights _ and weduarions are there 3 1 
may comfortably conclude that I am in ſome 

fr are acqu ainted with God Bar it 10 the in 
Cry inte > my «, 1 find that 1 | have my whole 
converſe m_— 2 world,that | can afford no time 
for Frayer to G od T0 my family, and in ſecret; If 
j hind all the - day long my Cares, and defircs, and 
iho 1uchrs, run out Oy. naturally and fully with- 
out controle rowards the things of the world,or 
__ ay mind my {clt 1n a natural carnal way, 
and mind not the things of God ; this Ggnifies 
£9 me _ UNACqUaNAnCe with God, and it will 
be an ningrounded preſumption 1n me to reckon 
of roy ſeif any other then a ftranger io him. 

3. So for communion and fellowſhip, which 
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love of At il things | UE elide, and that j love thoſe that 
are his belon ed ſo I [115 lake, then {i havein nie 2 
hgn of regal acquaintance with God; tor love is 
Ci1e \ cry © ( ntfs nce : of acquaintant e:but 1 if 1 n the 
ſearch 1nto the workings of my mind 1 can find 
no {auch fri 1tenuy COL aplia ICE, Mut that £204 was 
{t;i rhwarting and Sans. my def 16ns, that 41 
ſhov!d find my  ſejf better content if there wer 
no God,and that: rhote wk £5 of my mind that 
are abomtGod are {ower, harth, and tearing upon 
my ſpirit,then it is 10 be feared,that | have no ac= 
quaintance with God, 

And baſt thou made an in npartial 1 nquiry into 
thy. ſtate ? And how {ſtand things berween thy 
Soul and God ? Art thou acquainted with him, 
or art thou not ? Conſider ſeriouſly O linners, 
that this 15 one of the weightie{t queſtions in the 
world; and if this que {tic on were but well reſol- 
ved,it would put an end to a thouſand other que- 
"35488 He rt at can 14 ot (3 05% and 'S: Fit, L111S 15 
my beloved, and this 1s my friend, he nerd no 


very ſolicitouliy 26x, what news ? He 97 ol card 


3004 news fron  Reaven, Which will eakiiy bal- 
Jance 3, come. wheat will come, he nee « NO! 
muci pals, as cy 4s there ſtands that one Tex 

in the Bibles T rar all lai work together fr 
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57) 
what ſhall 1 cat , and whar ſhv'lJ drink, and 
wherewirha!l fall I be cloathed 2 So 1090S as he 
knows that he hath a noble friend , who will 
eaſe him of all rhis care, and never tee 1M 
want. Well then, bait chou anſivered [115 Qreat 
gueition ornot ? Or wilt thou do by thy COn- 
ſcience, as Felix, put it of, and fay,thou wilt bear 
of -thele matters, at ſome nore convenient 
ſeaſon; and 1 wonder when that more convs 201- 
ent ſeaſon will be, and why not now, T pray ? 
Whar ſeaſon more ft then the prefent ? I 
am ſure God faith, Now w te acceptaule time z 
and do you know better then he ? Whar hait 
thou to do that is more veceffary ? Speak our 
] pray, 1i5the folowing of thy exſure s 7 Is the 
ſerving of Saran ? Is the damming of thy Soul, 
more neceflary then the ſaving of it 7 Is rhe life 
and death of 4 Soul nothing ? Are everjaiting 
glory and miſery ſmall matters ! Is the Jove or 
hatred of "ay God {o inconliderable a thing £ 
Awake © liner , what imeaneit thou ? Artſc 
feedily, + and lock about thee man. Conlider 
ſerioully as thou valueſt thy Soul, what beit 
becomes 2 {inner jn thy condition : What an- 
ſxer thall trerurn to iny Maſter ? Are not theſe 
things worth the thinking of ? Shall I fay for all 
e(1is, oat thou art not at leiſure to look after an 
ierelt n 1s far Our, or any things thar rends to 
ir ? Shall ] rel} him that thou haſt ſomthing 
of oreate: weinhbr, and higher importance to 
trouble your head with! Anddo you 1n {0b cr 
ſadneſs think fo? For you make accoun , Hat 
excuſe is ſufficient ? I pray then make uſe of it 
your ſeif (for I dare not.) When God hall eome 
0 as you, why you did no more yigoroully 
mind 
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leave tO any rational man to judge, Thetime 
s COMINS, when your ungodly hearts ſhall ake 
ly him whom you mt ;oht have had for Your 
husband ; when you ſhall! have him tor your 
Juoge, «hom you might have had for your Ade 
vocate. And though we could not ger you to be 
willing to be acquainted with him, no, ner ſo 
mach 3 45 tO have any ſerious thoughts about i ir,0# 
to make any enquiry aiter him to inform your 
ic If concerning him, yet you ſhall have him for 
'0ur enemy wherhe: you will or n0. But O 
ſet as not part thus |! let me, a man like a ſelf, 
reaſon the caſe a littie more winh Tee 3 come 
cell me poor 1pnorant creature, thou that {till 
ſtandeſt demurring, and fayt, Shall I, ſhall I ? 
wk evil is there in thy God chat tou ſhouldeft 
OY C1115 hardly brought 3 {0 Much as to J:icour ſe 
ihis buſineſs with thy own ſoul 7 What is the 
reaton that thou icarce thinkett jt WO rth the 
while ro tronble thy head about on Lin iS | thac 
eoti: concern vour intereit in bis love ? Thou 
that min adeſt | his {i ſo little, rel} me what do'ſt 
i! ou think had become of thee lons betore this , 
if (50d fad regarded thee as little as thon doft 
himn ' What wouldeſt thou have done, had the 
Lord faid to any Diſeaſe, the leait of his Meſten- 
gers, ferch rhat- Rebe] before me, rhas Values 
nor 1ny favour 3 he Gall know what my anger 
is, ſeeing he will nor prize ! ay love. O what 
2 lamentable 'cafe ha4{t thou been in, had God 
but done by Jin as thou haſt by _ Acquain= 
rance with God! methinks finful man ſhou'd ftand 
and wonder ar ſuch 2 word ; methinks he thoald 
be even ſurp ized with an exrafic of admiration ; 
and ſay, « and vi ill God indeed be acquaitited with 
ne N ſuch 
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% ich 4 V/orm, ſuch a dead Dog, ſuch a _ 
as? Lord, what is man tht thou art mindful of 
himgor the {on of mangthat theu ſhoulde ſi make Tuch 
#7 offer to im? One would think thou (houldeit 
no morediſpue the matter then Ejther did, when 
tat great Monarch made her his Que en. Were 
it but in ſenſible things, that nothing near fych an 
ofter were made ( (which Þ impoſſible ) mart 
Word think Sis E Ye y queitior ings [th {uch 1 cate 
a ſtrange foll y. Ons would think that every one 
of (Gods enemics that have been in open Rebell:- 
On again!! way and are utterly unable ro make 
their part £99 d again} him, when they hear of 
ſaco' tearms of mercy from their Prince, WAO 
bath alt rherr lives in their hand, firouid rejoyce a! 

this news. 2nd fay, ow beautiful are the feet of 
them wich b (86k 4 frcb t1dmss ? How aid Benha- 
azd ok VRCr1 It 1{tcad pa Halter he had aC (04 ch2 
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Others, Pfal.24. LF KP your firing; O ye Cates, 
71 be ye lifted np ye everlait: 1,7 avors *har th; king 
If £: ory 7: 72Y COPE 177, And becauſe the door of 
mens hearts is lock*d and barr*d, and bolted, and 
men are in 2 deep tleep,oS will not hear the knock- 
ng that is ar the gare, though it be Joud, though 
it be a King : therefore David knocks agains 
Lift wp Your heaas, O ye gates, and be ye li} fred up 

e everlaſting toy S:W We whar haite, faith ihe 
finn: ay w hat haſte ? Why, here's the King at 
your Gates; and that not an ordinary Kir.g nci- 


cher, he is a glorious King | that will honour you 
| ſo 
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lo far, if you ope en qu uickly, 23 to 10d 'ge wichrn 
take up his abode 1n your houſe, to dwell with 
you ; but the foul for all this doth nor yet open, 


but {tans {ti} queition ng , as Ii it Were AN Cncmy, 
rarher then a friend that {tocd there, at 1d ask, 
who is this”: King of gloi pf ho ? he an{wers a- 
gain, #; is the Lerd 8 heſts ;, he, 4 L140 if you ol 
NO OPenN Juict ly and tt hankfr uy. C4 CALLY pull 
your noute down about your ears; He is the Lord 
Of Ho! ts, that Kin Op no bath a mighty —_— A; - 
Ways at 11s Commat'd, who ſtand v7 Ip 1 their 
Commiſſion, and then you ſhould ſoc ok OW 
who it 15 you mighr have had for your friend ; 
Lifts np therefore your heads, O fe Sarees My 
quickiy, ye that hid rather have troy for You 
friend then for your —_ O why Jhovic 
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rhe {cn} of ever: lin eo cry out, Lord: tle Dow 
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] tave been try - 
ng what Teens do, Ta the Wards are ſo rulty chat 
} cannot politbly rurn the Key , but] ord, throw 

Door oft the Hinges, any thing in the wot 1d, 
fo thou wilt brt come in and q lwell here: Come : 
On: 1ghty God, break through Doors of Iroo, 
znd Bars of Braſs, and make way for thy ſelf Ly 
hy iove and power, Gome, Lord, and make 
ty ſelf welcome, all that I have is at thy ſer- 
/ice; Ofitmy foul to entertain thee | But where 
is the Knner that 1s in rhis note 5 How feidom 
do poor Creatures defire Gods company, or be-. 
wail his abſence * Where almoſt are the nixn 
and women to be fonnd, that do in good ear- 
neit 'ong to be acqua nred wah God 2 Men are 
naturally rangers | ©0 Go, {, and it 153 woudertul 
Cificult thing ro perſwade men ro enter into fo 


much as 2 ferious gdeliberaie. confideratior 
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found [na Witt any tha 6 pacroningy 'S doth clolc "= > Wills 
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t theſe tenaers f Now it 61 a Þ Tibtat »\s 0 Oz! INCA 
infinite c concernment Th16: it } YJeing the very work 


and buſineſs of a Miniſter 0f Chriſt to brin g God 
and man 9". 1h Union, £0 Net man ac 4 ainzed with 
Cer [ ſhall in the next place labs 3r ro intorce 

 Exbortation upon the hearts of finners, ar 
FR what I « 4 pollble to prevatl with them tl 
are as Yet {trangers, © get Cquamnted © 
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that they may have pe: cc, and that thereby g00d 


Nt COMe unto them. 


EXHORTATION. 
Once more, poor ſinners, That God which can 
h 1, and fend thee mto 
Heil, Goth ofier 10 be fr.cnds with thee, If thou 
| is INVIERELON, Well and good. 
ITT a DAapn! YET it.not, thou wilt 
rue the day that ever thou wert born :- yer 
| bÞ mercy the rmatier 15 not gone ſo far, but 
that hou mayelt (i you will now at laſt in good 


ia7t 1] | ITP © 7 "JEET. ! tC of Þ « i $ 1\ t- £» Y be > t 
GAL SICAC SITLEMA DD LC LI 3 WI ofh LOLLCD F 6} ws . "eved int 


i X "R x3 | | $ T2 kx. 
favoin » : DCHOIKII, 41 Ardons IVICTC) - C3rac 
ct 


fn atonithed. CO He | 
S 7 / by of ”  $% 4 i 4 3 , \ TaO FF >v CE "> & 4 To 
$441; . Aj [CH M4332 han 0, ſ ' CH 7 1 ns. Ab L 14S Þ ire 


COL 


* —_ @ | { 7 4+ Us #Þ £ o 
Hem to I1y down thetr WESPORs, ane” 


—>— 
% 


(63) 
condeſcention, wonder O ve Anpe)s,and pry in- 
£0 this kindneſs, Was there ever ſuch condeſcen- 
:{0n, love, and coodnels heard of ? If rhou did 
but anderitand, O ſtupid ſinner, whar an offer 
is made to thee, thon couldeſe not bur adore that 
5o0anels char can pardon ard forget ſuch offen- 
ces, and receive ſuch a Creature - into favour ; 
thou wouldeſt alſo cry our with as great admira- 
TIN AG be d:d , what HO AHREY © f {doVEe |! YOU would 
Link it a MCrcy not ro ve paraleli'd, a kindneſs 
never to be forpgotten,a propolal by no means ts 
be refnied. Now that I may, if poilible, prevail 
with ſome that arc vcr afar of, ro come near, L 
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erful Mottves, ce leaſt of which (were men but 


well io their wits a5 ro Spiritual matters, were 
the world noi to a wonder fools, in the great 2t- 
fairs of their fouls and Eternity). mich eaſily 
preyail, Othat 1 might prevail ! O that ſome 
might be perſwadcd! © that God would pus 
lifc and power into theſe words, that they might 
prove eftetual ro the intended ends ! O rhat 
{ome poor rebetlious finners might be made 10 
cloſe with the moſt advantapions offers that ever 
W:re,or could be made ro Creatures in Our core 
dition ! 


MOTIVES. 


The firſt Head of Morives that I ſhall infiſt 
upon to inforce this Exhertation, ſhall be rakem 
from the nature of the Perſon that I would haye 
you acquainted with. Conſider well what kind of 
friend you are like ro have of him; and if, after 
you have well weighed what I ſhall (vnh Gods 
| leave) 


TT) 0 you, 

AC : FE in fi -"H world 
; better ar vour hands, 
MOice(F Foaera nxt 
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;t I bid you to your I01S, Wi 
the blame Of a Cheater for ever. 
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TOOK betie them thy 'E 0A, ihe fi r | 
ger an wtereſt in him. ut conf{icer 

there be not a cont! —_ in t 

Better thenthebeft 5, it's pertec . -nik 

ww it's inipotiible for an? Fe that ha 

{ons of God to nudervalue him. Whe re- 
Religion, £0 bave clear 
ſuch can't but beiteve 
e infinitely Lovely, Wiſe, and poweriul, 
; and all the rea- 
lo ood and 
i nothins bs eek his favour. VhereF ore I think 
Plus, 707 Was nO1 mUNAREn who affirmed, That 
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MANS tj ee rwen him 0f (oa, only to get 11G RAOW « 
leas 47 of Cod But I hat be & little t nore PArticu . 
Jar in "(ſpeaking i the excelient qualifications of 


tim, whom I we ould fain me every poor ſinner 
acquain ted with, 

£:rſt, He is the moft loving 1nd kind friend. 
Poor icnorant Creatures that are itrangers tO 
him: , they talk at a mad rate concerning him : 
thoſe that know him not will be ſpeaking bad, 
and thinking worſe of him; but, O did they 
but know what God is to them that are acquaints 
£d with him, had they bnc converied with him 
themſelves, Cid they but ſee what entertainement 
te gives, had they but been in his company, and 
*xperienced what ſome have experienced, had 
they but beheld how afteionately be imbraces 
them which come to him; they would guick!y lay 
that it was a falſe report; and wicked ſcandal, 
thac the Devil and the World, which know nor 
(God, had raiſed of him, they would toon cry 
out, that they would not for a worid'but har 
tiey had been at his houſe, and that they aro 
cauſe to blets God for the diy that ever they 
knew ſuch and ſuch who brought them acquain= 
ted with ſach a friendz they wil never while 
they live, for the future, believe any thing tliat 
is ſpoken againſt God or Chrit, Jer who will 
ſpeak it. Is this the God they had. ſach hard 
thonphrs of ? Is the kindneſs that they did 19 
flight? Is this the friend that chey were ſo 
loathto come to ? And thus an ingenious foul 
will even be aſhamed that ir ſhould ever harbour 
fuch low choughts of him, whom now to their 
comfort they have found b byond appreh enfiorn 
kind, Believe it Sirs, you can't conceive what 
a friend you ſhail have of God, would you but 
be perſwaded 19 enter mto Covenant with himg 
:0 be 4s, wholly his z I tell =o mony, that did 
5 jones 
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With the _ of God io love him, and more 
hig bly 0 expreſs their fenſe of hs x poodneſs, that 
the world might be enco uraged "alſo Lo 'bav e 
good thoughts of him. What Nation under 
Heaven ca: {ay the / havent taſted of his g00d- 
neſs, Pſal. 33. 5. A tHe car this full of the goodneſs 
of the Lord, KR cad over the They red forty bftli 
Pſalm, and ict us hear then what you have to fay 
agamit God. Some indeed may ſpeak of the might 
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*1cgols ? Are the Pagans inore 
*furyipolg LO hats itocks and {ſtones then (non 

he itving God ? And now what haſt thou 
| | this ? hait chou increaſed thy riches? 
Are thy barns mere full of « L.OEN * ” Art there ever 
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des more e Cane In thy Paſtures ? Are hy Preſ- 
ſes more full of Grapes 2 Art thou not now 
Srown poor ? Is not the Heaven become as Braſs, 
and the Earth as Iron ? Donot thy Catten groan 
for want of food ? Are not thy Vines and Fields 
grown barren? Why, you may thank your 
icives for all this; you did not know when you 
were well. Return th _— O backlliding 1{- 
rael, and thou ſhalt know the difference between 
my ſervice, and che ſervice of Devils, Fer.2.39. 31. 
ec me therefore apait = d with thee, O God 
deipiiing ; f1n1 12ec. If for all this thou wilt not be 
perſwaded, It me ex; oftulate the caſe with ihee, 
as God did with h /ſral, 1d nor God bring a 
intoa world every "2 furn i{hec for THY 4 :1tc ? 
Hath he not ſubjzctzd rheGreatures of the wor! 1 
to! wee? Who waters thy Fields out of His trea- 
urtes? Who opens the clods of the Earth, and 
oa 's thee out of his ftore- houſe proviſl Ions FRAN 
by year ? What would quickiy be COME « f thee, 
if thou hadſt nor 2 freſh ſuppy from him | every 
year, nay, every Aoment ? O, isthis his unkind» 
nels for whic h thou hateſt him * And it 1s for 
thts that thou bait ſaci ſower thoughts of him ? 
And if all this were too little, he would do 
greater things then theſe; hath he not fent his 
on our of his boſom 2 Doth he nor offer thee 
Heaven and Glory ? What canit thou in rea- 
ſon asK, that i 990d tor thee, that he would deny 
thee, 1 thou wouldſt bur be acquainted with 
him ? And it this be an unkind friend, I do not 
know who is kind : if this be not love, I know 
not what is. What could he have done more 
to expreſs his love to the world then he hath 
done, 1/4,44;: Ask David what he thinks of God, 
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ze was well acc juainred wit: him, he dwelt in 
1s houſe. and by his good will woutd he never 
nut of this more 1mme diate e preſence, arid Cor Pa 
ny : enquire, I pray, what he found amiſs in 
him ? That you may know his mind the better, be 
bath left 1t upon Record in more then -one or 
two places, what a friend he hath had of God, 
? (al. 66 0 6 = he ITY Awe fallen tn mr in ples / [aat pla : 
ces:Jead bave a goodly hoy irage, Why, what is that 
YOU 1 boaſt of l } much , (}) {0} a1; A | nk /[@e TOC others 
had RANgEdOMSs 45 ; well 25 $. you? No. thay's not the 
thing, a Crown 15 one of ihe Jeait jewels THITh 
Cab! INCL The £0 ” a is the pO T1077 0; PO IHIC THEY Hale) 
and of my cup.S0 11 Pſal 23, quie through. Nay, 
doth he rot for MmMetimes come out and heckon t6 
the POOL besvgarly NAFTA worl.. {TO COMe and Cat 
£| hetr {ill of the ſame Giſh  raſte d fee that the 
Lord 74 good, Plal. 34 8. 7 yOu! ah vive Ce any 

ditto his word, he will reil you, "Ns friend Gs 6 
Ged, Pial, 73,25,26.27, 23. Who have T in hea- 


3 } 
? J F ; X 
AE? "#4 f F t Fg E ; 1 F2& y $ O1E F F p, 7? "49 2? f Ly £4 - J C p *; 
MW #L of os 7 64;7#% & Cf 6 = £6 &f C il - L fy i&'+ A. 6 F 
5 — j YL gp » wy. , , 
acfire &efiacs thee, A 'J fleſh and my heart fatleth, 
} 7s 3 » _ 
_=_ p FY 5 | , #-") #4 > 4 3 TY / ” f : 
but Ged is the jtrength 0] my Heart, and my p07t io 
__ . [! 


for ever. For ls,they that are far from him: of wh 1 pe- 

riſn:T "My haſi ac ftroyea all them that 70 a whois 1g 
from thee ; but It 1S Foot a for me to aravs near to Goa, 
at other 5 TN! 1k, Or do 23 they pic eaſe, as for him he 
values ime {ig int of Gods countenance above corn, and 
Wine,an1 ol, Pſl.4.6,7. 1 Foh.3.1. Cant 1 4. Ard 
what fayit rhou now. poor creature? Art thou {till 
of the ſame mind * Wilr thou have God for 
thy God and Friend,or no ? Is he good and kind, 

or nor? Is his m our worth the deliring and ſeek- 
ns after ? P/al, 04. $8. Unaerſt, and O ye brutiſh 
among the peop! lc, aud Je fools when will yon be wiſe - 
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titat foine that more wile ang ale ſhould 
publickly praiſe Go jor all theſe thingsfand now 

1} [ am a lame old man,but partaker of Rea fon,God 

15 £0 be praiſed by me, this is my work, and this I 

till do, and I] will nor leave this {tation as long 

as I live; and 1 vil that all the world wouid 

joyn with me in {inging a ſong of thankfulnefs to 

this good God. Hear What 2 LLUMONy he c1ves 

Wn _ ANDY of». Lb. how he inumreec 

Cite &, ap 11s 0! God ; - Hark bow he invites 

YOu £0 Joyn mm that {weet « -onfort of {mngIng prat- 

Lode) your Maker : hark at what a rate be | talks, 

* that never read a Bibic, or heard of a Chriit, or 
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© what I hayeto ſay upon 
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Vi*9 
Lis res witch another notable expreflion of the 
fame divine and (God-admiring Storck, Iadem e. 6. 
it men would fic iy re RATHYE of things, and had 
an Pre ef ul mt. 26S, Z 2 y myght jee cauſe Fugfiezens 
e praife God from every creature it the world, Tt 
is D__ therefore hecauſeGod hath no goodnefs 
beauty in Him,that men do no more earnejtly te: 
Tre acquainiance Sag n{M 3 put becauſe their ey 2s 
are ſhui, or they look upon him through 2 wrons 
perſpective. This 1s the firſt qua/itication of tliis 
Friend, which: may command his acquaintance 
r0 you, that he is the moſt loving and good 
> Friend. nts 
Seconaly, He is a mo! comfortable Friend, It 
i3 2 vulgar, and yet a dangerous errour, which 
the Devil would fain Keep up the credit of, Thar 
a Religious lite 1s a ſad, melancholy, penſive 
(ife ;- and chat upon our acquaintance with God, 
we mult bid an everlaſting farewcl to joy, plea- 
ſure, and comforts. And is it true, that a Chri- 
ſtians life 1s ſo uncomfortable a life ? What 
then doth Davia mean to rake his Harp fo oft 
in his hand ? What makes him ſo frequently to 
warble out thoſe melodious Notes ? How fel» 
dom 1s his Vio] out of tune ? Why is he ſo oft 
ſinging and rejoycing ? Read the laſt Pſalms at 
your leifure, and then rel] mz whether that be 
the language of a fad mournful melancholy 
man ? Do you never hear him ſpeak of God, h:s 
exceeding joy ? Doth lie not tell God plain! ly 
ſometimes, that he can ſcarce reliſh any thing but 
that which comes from his Table ? Nothing elle 
can comfort him. Hence it is in Pſal.z29.76,77. 
that he puts up this earneſt requeſt ro God 3 Let 
Tor. 13 thee,thy merciful Rants be for my comfort. 
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As for is part he could rake comfort in nothing 
below that, and that was it that the Lord had 
graciouſly Pl oMiled to feed his fervart with, as 
long a5 he lived 3 whereupon he urges God with 
bs promile, According to thy word no thy fere 
Vane. And that none might i! tink rhis tO be only 
Gods common Kinune! 5 tha t he means, he adds, 
Let thy tender mereies come unto me that T may trve, 
Gods common mercics would nor ſerve !1is curn, 
that was a Diſh that the World ted upon as well 
as be , if-be might not have theſe ſweet cainties, 
peculiar, ſpiritual, farherly mercies, te c« ld NOz 
ive , he thould even pine away for hunger, 
Wherefore be ſaith » rec after, T at his foul did 
EVEN faint for Gods ja UM, And 1 be ſoul that 
hach had a ftuli meal here; O how 1s it 
raiſed ! How doth it cry roaſt-meat, Cart, 4. 1. 
The king hath brought CMM 1115 chamb es; and 
what had you there ? N2y, rhat's more then the 
ſoul can expreſs z only this {he can fay, T he tafte 
of that mercy, fhe hopes to keep in her mouth for ever 
ſhe ſhall rememver his love more then wine, Nay,fo 
comfortable a Friend is God,thar the [fe who have 
an intereit in him can rejoyce in ſuch times, when 
othess would be weeping and wringing their 
hands, Gods company is fo refreſhing, that it 
turns a priſon into a palace; it brings joy and 
picaiuvre into a dungeon. Stand forth O ye ſuf- 
tering Saints, and ipeak your Experiences 3 the 
wor! 1d objects your ſtate to us a fad ſtate, and 
y think you have good reaſon to accnſe God, 
and difanyi have any thing to ſay againlt rhe cor- 
fortableneſs of a religious life, and this friend, 
is you. Well then, will you promiſe, O Gn. 
ners, to lang tothe judgement of the greateit 
ſufferers ? 
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Creatures as the friends of God are, ?* Tis not 
the company of God, but the want: ofir thar 
makes fad. Alas, von know not what their com- 
forts be ; and ſ{trangers inrermeddle nor wirh theft 
j0Y, You think they can't be merr” ww; 2en their 
countenance is ſo grave, but they are ſure you 
can't be trniy merry when you imile with a curſe 
npen your fouls. -They know _ he ſpoke that 


{eNLence who « conid not be miſtaken, Prov. 14.13" 

| 4} agnter tt Te Nec It : 5 fo "ron p rl 4778 ihe end. 
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1G | VOU {ing 112.4Nn s vols - mireh : ut the Sp1- 
Tit of God f alle ie raadne! OY = "CCl 2.2. her a car- 
nal mans heart 1s reaiyto die witi:1n bun, and 
with Nacal to become like a {tone; now chearfut- 
ly then can thoſe look that have God for their 
friend ! Which of rhe val:ant Gnes oi the worid 
-an outface-Duarh, 100K joy fully mto Eternity ? 
Which of | hes 1 can tug a Faggor, embrace the 
Flames ? ' [is te 5 Saznt, can do. and more t003 
for be can look infinite Juſtice yn the face with a 
cizearful heart, he can hear of Hell with joy and 
tbarkfulnet: \ he can think of the day oft Judg- 

ment with oreat delight and comiort. I agam 

\allenge all the world to produce one out of all 
th tir merry Gompanies, one that can do all this; 
come muſter up all your jovial Blades together 3 
call for your Harps and Viols, add what you 
wil! to make the conſort complear 3 bring in 


your richeſt Wines ; come lay your heads toge-. 


ther, and ftudy whar may {till add to your com- 
fort ; well, is it done ? Now come away ſinner, 
this night thy ſon] mulſt-appear before God. - ell 
now, wy har fay you man ? Whar, doth your 
courage fell you f Now call for your a 
OWL Com- 
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Companions, and Jet them chear thy heart, 
Now call for a Cup, a Whore, never be daunt- 
ed man; fhall one of thy courage quail, that 
could make a mock at the chreatnings of the Al- 
mighty God ? what fo on and jolly bur now, 
and now down in rhe mouth ? Here's *a ſudden 
change indeed | | Where's thy merry companiors, 
i fay again? afl fled ! Where are th y caching 
pF afures . veal fot! Aake n thee f W bY (hou! d- 

e!! thou de dejected, rhere's a poor man in rags 
that's fmt) ing > —_ art thou quite bereft of 


at comior;! What's the matter man ' What's 
the matter ? There's a queſtion with all my 
heart, to ack a man hor muſt appear before a 


Godr6 morrow morning, Well then, it Fore 5 
your heart miſgives you, what then did YOU 
mean tio talk of joy and pleaſures ? are they all 
come te ihs? Why, there ſtands one that now 
bath his heart as full of comfort as ever it can 
bold z and the very thoughts of Eternity, which 
do fo daunt your ſoul, raiſe his 3 and would you 
know the reaſon ? be knows he is goinp to his 
friend, nay, his friend dears dim company thoro' 
tat dirty Lane, Behold, how good and how Wo 
faiit a thing it 1s for God and 1 the ſoul to dwell r0- 
gether in goiry!Fhis *tis ro rh God for 2 friend. 
O bicfjed 15 the ſol that i 1m ſuch 4 caſe ; RY” 
fed 35 the foul whoſe God us the Lord, Plal. 144- 
Plal. 69 15, 16 2 Cor. E. 3. Job 1.14 16. [ſa.%41, « 
s2, Neh. 8, 10. Plal. 30. 5. Pal, 43. 4. Prov. 
14.10, 1fa.29.19, Rom.14.17,1Pct.1,8, Nay, 
David when he feem'ld ro be ſomewhat ont 
of tune, leaves this upon Record as undoubred 
truth, Pſal 73.1, T hat Gods good to Iſrael, even 
$9 ſuch as arc of 4 clean heart 5 Let the Devil and 


his 
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i115 Initraments fay what they will to the contre - 


ry, I will never believe them ; I have ſaidir be- 
fore, and I fee no reaton to reverſe my ſentence 3 
[ruly God 55s good. Lough fomiimes he may 
tide his face Toe 2 Wi' , yet he doih tat 7:1 
faithfulneſs, and love ; there 35 Kindneſs in his 
very Icourges, and iove bound up in his rods ; 
he 1s good ro {ſraet : do but mark tt firſt or lat, 
The true thr raclire in whom there 15 19 Trle, fhas be 
-ejreſhed iy this SAVION? The Ir actite 1 hat wre- 
ities with tears with Goo, and values his love 
above the whole world, that will not be out off 
without his Fathers b! efling, be thall have it with 
a witneſs; He ſhall reap in joy, though he may 
at preſent ſow #1 tears, Even to ſuc, 45 are of 6 
cle an bearit. The falſe-hearted hx pocrite indecd 
that gives God only his tongue ani lip, cap atig 
knee, bu rt referves his heart and love for fnand 
the world, that haih much of complement, bur 
nothin of aFfeRion and reality ; why, t:c ſuch a 
one never expe, whil- in ſuch a ſtate, £0 _ 
thoſe reviving comforts that 1} have been treat 


ins of : while ! ie drives ſuch a trade, ” YC mult Nor 
oF 


expet much of Gods company 3 bnt of that 


hereafter, What a charge dorh God give +0 his 
Miniſters to Ke -ep up the ſpirits of his people. 
Cor ort ye, C0777) fo) 't Je my people p ſaith rhelr God, 
ſpec ak YE comfort ably fo Jer; UEM, It's a groſs fIlj- 
Hake, ro think | Har 'God loves LO fee h15 \ drooping 
and hanging down their heads; no, no, he 
counts 1t his honour 6 have his | ervants cheats 
fal. O why then ſhould any of the precious {ons 
and daughters of Zin walk wp and down, as if 
ths ir friends com pany were not fſufficiert to ſore 
lace thern, even in the lowe!l fate that a child of 


God 
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Poliſh. imners., that fiiphr thoſe things which 
> % [7 Ti IF. "5 «Cat oY ih ju p f 4 
they K 10W io be {o ref! ſling Fhus David did 


(04 'hen his 5 11 Ieart WAS tolace 4 w ith tie love oF W210, 
when Bs {foul 3s readv ro be OQver-burderied 
OVeEr - POWEr®e d with the abundant incomes of 
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r of pleatures thar is at his right hand ,, an 
ths 51 cone theſe lower tenſual pleaſures, 

hen T ſhould ſcarce envy the moſt merry rar: 
7 Blades tf er comforts : 1 Wil Not ſay bur 
ag {ould with ſorrow think of their warts. 
(t \ {poken by Galcacins Cartyxiola, one thar 
lo -romnes tiad none 94 the leatt ſhares of worid- 
ly enjoyments., and might have had tore, could 
ne have difvenſed with che abſeace of this friend n 
he bat. tave been willing to have want: boy 
jiritual comforts. Let hum yerifh ghot 418 
lues not me ours Commiyt1c91 wich Goa, ani tie 
C6, _ ts of a divine life, abowi all tt c pleaſure; ax 
«forts that theeaith canafſord. Give me fuck 
Comforts, fuch a friend, whole fratles may refreſh 
me upon a death-bed, whol preſence May revive 
me when nothing elie can, Naturatſts reils us Of a 
= as call'd Charadius,chat being br: _ into the 
1 where any one lieth {ck,if It look upon the 
{ick perſon with a fixed eye, he 1 ecovererh, bur if 
1e CUrN AWAy 11s eyes, the perſon dies.” It is true, 
{ am ſure, of ih is friend, in whoſe favour 6s life, 
and. in whoſe frowns there is death. | Ar. Epic. 
[.3.cap.24.] Can you help me to ſuch a friend (may 
all ſay with as good ceaſon as he) that car keep ms 
from all fears. O for iucha friend ! This js in- 
ſtead of all pleaſures to me, to think that God is 
my Father, and to know that I have loved and 
ob CE ved | £1561 ro the Utmolt oiao NY Power, oOT or iy 
in words but in deeds ; T1 'S, Lhis is the} picalure, 
here's a friend indeed. Now what do you lay to 
all this, is God robe deſired 9 Is his acquaintarice 
to be fought after 2 Can ſuch a ITrieng be too 
much valued ? The truth of it is, I wouid not 
give 2 ruſh for any of your comforts which come 
nor 


(80) 
z10t from a ſenſe of our imtereft in Chriſt, 20d 
which hve not a {ould foundatio _ Scripture-cot 
folations. It 1s not he that ſmiles, but he that 
can look up to God as his, and look into his 
foul, and fee things there 1na good EE, 
and KEPT in a chearfu] ſabjecion ro his Maker 
and | Redeemer; 5 this, this 1s the Kaie, here dwells 
20n s., and comforts that deſerve fuch a name, 
fi ta lower Region fometimes is ſtormy, but 
above theres '' conſtant calm, Ser, And is God 
{+4}! 10 be {lighted ? are his ate DIS ACQUAN - 
ance tive worth ? 1 krow You can'c be an enc- 
my 10 comfort and joys; why, let ine tell vo 
nere's the Well of Conſolation, here's the "ety 
rin, and all other i098 which are drawn out Of 
the Ciſterns will ere long bedry. Come away 
therefore, poor foul, and do nor retule ſ1ch joys 
aSall che carnal world can*t parallel for their 
hearts. And ifs is the next Aforiw es taken from 
the conſtderatton of che Nature of this Friend; 
which I would perſwade you to get acquainted 
with 
Firit, He :3 a IOVINg Al ind kiad F 'riend. 
Secondly, He is the moſt chearing, comfort - 
ir ig Friend, 
7 biraly, He is the moſt able and powerfa! 
tend, He hath all power in his hand ; and 35 
i he is but thy Friend, who ere i thy Foe, 
hou ſhalt never be overpc wred, never by cruſi 
ed, Thou mayſt challenge a ll the Devils in Hel f, 
and all | [3's gni{rru TIENTS UDON earth: ro do their 
wor, God 1s on thy lide, thou need{t not Tear, 
Thou art 4 thy felf a poor weak Creature, ealily 
CONqUETEC _ broken by a thouiand enemies : 
but if chou hatt a God co fly ro, thou alſo m ayeſt 


© 


any 
& 54, , 


C 8x } 
fing a5 well a5 L110) ſe did, gp 6. "SH. Th O14 @ af A 
ſtrovg Cuty, ſaivation will God appoint 'c Walls 
and E ulwar _ Ino wonder then, if every wiſe 
ran think it abunda unly worth bis while to ſe- 
care (1s great Privile 0g to himlielf thar _ 
may be his friend 3 This 0s hits beſt hold, his © 
Fong neceſſary, bn 4. One thing 2:4, } lefired 
04 the Lord; that will 1 rnge after 3 that ] may 
dwell in the houſe of God all the dayes of my 
life co behold che 1 beauty of the Lord, and to in- 
nee in his Temple. 

Sin, the World, and the Devil, may tempt a 
ſinner, but they can never guard him from the 
power ofthis Great and Almighty God. 

And now, you that are contented to live as 
without God in the world, let me requeſt you to 
conlider : 

Can{t thou ſpread ont the Heavens 25 4 curtain, 
or cover the Sun with darkneſs ? Canſt thou call 
r0 te Li ightning: , and will they anſwer thee,and 
ſay, Lcre we are ? Should{t thou ſpeak to that 
baſty Champion, and command hin 2 and fill 
one quarter of an hour, wouid he obey thee ? 
Tf thele things be r00 much,w hy doſt thou boaſt, 
Yoaat art but a worm 2 Alas por ze finner, wher 
this great God appears in judgment, thou art not 
able io deal with a Fly or a Frog. 

C then, Is it not go0d prudence for all 
the ſons of men, to come and agree quickly witlt 
this Adverſary while he is in the w ay, for wbo- 

ever £0es on in an Enmity and Rebellion againſt 
this Lord of Heaven and Earth,!}all nor pr oſper, 
but be ſure his fin ſhall and him our. 
And this is another qualification of it;is Friend 
which I would commend ro your acquaintances 
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(83) 
deceived O ſinner, that wilt not be perſwaded to 
Get reconiiliation with this Great and Holy Ma- 
zeſty, T he Lord is not flack concerning hits com- 
ming, as ſome account flackneſs : Let his ſtzy be 
never ſo long, when he comes to judg _ worid, 
it will be before the finner looks for Ut In- 
deed there 1s nothing that a wicked ma4z more 
pleaſeth himſelf with, than the thoughts that it 
wy be 2 long rime before God and he meet, but 
he Ittle CO: 1ders that a 7 [ boufans 2 year's are but as 
One aay compared to the dayes of Eternity. 
Now, by faith, thefe things are made real to the 
conſidera: Chrittian; and as ior the ſupplying 
of his wants, he knows if he comes at midnight 
to borrow bread of him, he will nor pur you off 
W1ti t]:is exc uſe, that he 19a Bed and cannot riſe 
ſrom his Children, bur will preſently help,make= 
ing their nec eſſity his OWn Opportunity to give 
them What 1 all be convenient for rhem,as KNOW» 
ing, that let the wind fit in what corner it will, ut 
ſhail fit rheir Sails, and bring them nearer the 
Harbour. 
' The worids triends, are infinitely below 
this Friend : One hath choſen Silver and Gold; 
and a great Eſtate, and ſuch a one in the worjds 
Kalender may be writ down for one of the witeſt 
in his Choyce : Wel}, lers us {ee now what this 
friend can do for you, your body is on the Rack 
your hands are weak, your legos tremvle, your 
{romach { Jiis,YC ar lieep departs trom you; Where 
is now your friend! call for him ſpeedily,come ler 
us now ſee if he be a friend indeed, let us ſee jt, can 
he give you one hours fleep, can he help you to 
o0e moments reſt, can he give you no refreſh. 
ment no help? Take bm, ly-him by you 9n your 
Cy Bed. _O 
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© its io heavy I catnot endure it 2 Jay it in your 
botome, O, I caunot breath for it, take it away, 
take it away, it will notdo; why Str, do you 
Know what you fav ? Iris your old friead which 

You valued above ( 3od himſelf,it is a bag of gold; 
t know it, I know it, ic preſſes me down : - it1510 
heavy I cannot bear it,away with it,away with it; 
And is rho the Fever { you prized {o very "highly * 
Is this allthe Kindneſs that he hath for you now ? 
is this all rhe help | he can give you at ſuch a time 
when a friend ſhould ſtand: onezin ſome ſtead ? 
Were'you not told as much long ag0, how you 
{honld be ſerved at lall 


Fifthly, He is the nll Humble and Condeſ- 


cending Friend, he doth nor ſcorn to be acquain- 
red with the meaneit, the Beggar may be x 
welcome to him as the Prince : The Poor _ 
Rick 2re all one to Him, he takes as much no- 
tice of Fob on the Dunghill, as David on the 
Throne : He knows any of his Friends in Rag2s, 
as well as in; Sitks; in Sheep-skins 2nd Goat-gkins, 
as well 3s in Scar): fr ard fine Linnens. 

Look up poor « Creature, and ice what a Pri- 
viledg thou haſt, God himſelf the King (} f Glo- 
ry is willing to be acquainted with thee 3 what 
ſayeſt thou to this? Doth nat thy Heart 
Jeap within thee for joy, when you conſraer the Inh - 
aite Goodneſs of God, that Rev cals theſe things 
T0 Babes, whics Are F bid fro x the Wife Ad1%h  Pru- 
dent : Eve en ſo Father, for ut bato ow good 
in thy Eyes, That's a ſirong Expreſſion , yer 
he ſpoke itthat cannot Lie : Therefore, O yOu 
Humble Ones, that value the Favour! .of this 
Friend, Hear and Read it, + and make 11 
Beſt of it: It's Yours; feed upon it; It's 4 
{weet 


IF 
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ſweer t;cindeed, 1. 66.1, 2, Thus faith the Lord, 
Heaven 1s my 1 hrones and Earth is my foot ſtool 3 
where 15 the pe that ye will buuld me, and where 
z5 the place of wy reſt ? for all theſe things bath 
31114427 hand "mm 3g , Ani af 1 hoje tamgs 14 IVE been, 


faith, the L or 4: bat 10 t115 man will Brock, even t9 


F, « J b 
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7167 Frjat T5 poor ana 2 a contrite itt, ana 1 ent- 


bleth at my word, T ſhall have occaſion! hereafter, 
þ trig t9 open os worgs under another Head, 
wh -refore T ſball now but name ic, O waoat en- 
conragement 1s here for the moſt deſpicable Crea- 
ture in the Worid, tha! may be as nappy if Ce AC- 
O14 ntance with 500, as the mightieſt Lord in the 
World. Here's one that will not be a{hamed to 


own thee, when others will take little norice of 


Lace, TRIG _—_ theſe things {trange. it may 
2, and. f ' be 1nGeed, but yer nor more 
trange chen true. In doth nor 2 little engage the 
atfeRions of the meaner rar k, 1t a perſon of qua- 
Iity do but give them a kind look ; efvecially if 
tic may have freedom of acceſs ro him, 
mhar a privileds they count itz bur {ach a one 
to undertake the whole managing of a poor 
ans s 2a; $&, for him to come co Is bouie, and 


19 100k into his capboard, and to tike care of 


{1 ppiying all bis Wants, and coming freq nently'0 (0 
him, and ſuppins with bum, and he With him, ar 

to make a great proviſion tor him as if be were a 
Prince z where 1s ſuch a thing as this heard of ? 
but if ſuch a thins were, it were a li: oht matter 
10 compariſon of what I am ſpeaking ? Wher 

«0 we ever read of 4 great } Kings tendi ng Emnbaſ 
fador after Embaſſador to a poor beggar ! Whats 
Iiftory doth record fuch a {tory at this, that 2 
zrext Monarch ſhoutd make earneſt fair for many 
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tines, that at this very time (300 1s doing no lels 

then all this comes ro for thee; and 1] in LE NAme 

OZN3Y @Leat Miaiter docome to CXpPOitu, zate t! is 

cale v/iti thee; _ Go a that Save thee thy breath, 
and can take it away as ſoon 2s he pleaſerh , - that 


God that made he aven and earth, 'to whom all 
he Dm of th e earth are but as the drop 01 4 
bucker to rhe valt Ocean, who holdeth the Sea in 
the hollow of by hands i that weigherh the moun 
rains in ſcalc 5, and t! he h1 's in a ballance : that 
God that hah no leſs then a heaven to reward 
Witt, and a hell and everlaſting flames to pu- 
nil; with, he it is, that doth by me beſeech thee 
to be reconciled unto him, he it is that wou'!d 
be your Friend, your Acq azintance, O unheard 
of mercy / Oinkn ite arid unparallel 'd condeſcen= 
tion ! I have oſt thovgh there are two great aito- 
niſhing wonders in the world, The one is Gods 
infinite 2 albqroq ard condeſcention to rebellious 
apoltatized man; and the other 15 mans infenſj- 
rote nd ngraticude ; that there needs iuch a 
itir, and fo inany words to periwade him to cloſe 


wich this wonder of kind _ and that fo very 
tew ould | be Prevai led wiih, See ihis fer forth 
tothe life in E oy T[a. i. 2,3, Pjal. 1. 3, 43 
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Ho e r10r y thove the JEAVEN So F ho 1s like unto the 
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O thon great and mighty God, give men and 
women buc a ſpiritual underſt anding of theſe 
things, make thein deeply apprehenſive of ther 
exceilency and reality, and then 1 ſhould ſoon 
have them with rhanktuineſs complying with 
theſe tenders which thou commande{t me to 
make unto them. O when ſhall} « once be! 
How long ſhall the Devil and an unbelievins 
heart undo fo many millions ?* How Jong hall 
Satan triumph over iouls, and cheat; them thus 
miſcrably of rnetr All? O pity, pity dear Lord, 
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the beſotted fooliſh world, and give me more 
compaliton to fouls, that 1 raay with incompa- 
rably preater carne! treſs and tenderneſs plead thy 

cauſe with them, and reſolve to give them no 
__ till I have perſwaded ſome of them in good 
earneſt, to look after the great and wei glry afe 
fairs of Eternity, and the making fare” of this 
Friend, 

Eighthly, He is a ſympathizng Friend, Tt 
goes t0 his heart (with Reverence be it ſpoken) 
when any injuries are done tO any 0 bis; when 
his friends are wronge: cd, t« touches him to the 
quick ; He is as iende : of them, as of the apple of 
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Never was tender - hearted Mother more pitiful 
over her only Child, then God is to them which 
love him ; never was any friend fo much con- 
cerned for another as God or his. What elle 
mean thoſe tigh expreftions of _pity. in 7/2. 63.9. 
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them all the days of old, Tt was not once Or twice 
that God did fo by them 3 bur in all their afflicti- 
ons, he was a uſtlitted 3 which was not exprefled in 


ſome cold form3} words, ſuch as iheſe. Alas poor 


Creatures, they ard e Quite undone, their enemies are 
very barbarous, but he ſhew'd it 1n that moſt real 
demonſtration, by ſaving of them by the Angel of 
bis preſence. A verbal kindneſs colts little, and 
kelps little, But ſuppoſe his friends are carried 
Captive, are they not quite out of the reach of 
lits help ? No, his love, pity and power, will find 
them out in any place under Heaven; acd if they 
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his ears to their cries ? No,no,he ſees, he ſees the 
ſufferings of his in Egypt, and tat both enemies 
and friends to0 ſhall know the one to thetr cone 
fort, and the other to their colt, Exod 3. 7. How 
doth he awaken for their help, and g1rd on his 
iworu upon his thigh, and mar -ch our with jury £ 
how doth he cloath himſelf with v 7enSeance, As 
with a robe, and brandiſh his glitteri: 19 ſword, 
and ſhearh ic in the hearrs of his and their enemies ? 
Wherefore is it that God hath fo many contro- 
verites with E107, Ammon, and Amalek * VWhy 
doth he muſter up his forces with violence a- 
gainit Babyion ! Whoſe quarrel doth he engage 
in? What was the ground of that War ? If yon 
read over all theindi&tments thar are before this 
great Judge, you will find this a common one” 
their hatred of kis people; and this ro be ſure he 
will not put up, And rbhat which puts an Accent 
upon all this, 15 t] he unworthy carriage of moſt of 
tem towards Ni a all this while. Bur of that un- 
der the next He. 2ad, which 's this IS. 
Ninthly, He is the moit patient Friend : Never 
any one in the world could have dit geſted ſuch 
aff: onts, born ſvch mdignities, as God hath many 
a t1:ne, and even from the beſt of thoſe rhar he 
takes into this intimacy with timielt, - Had 'it 
not been for this Covenant of Friendſtup, J_n 
and = raim t00 had been ſoon unpeopled , 
for them they ſoon forgot their Covenant, ot 
for all that God remembers his 3 though Eporaym 
roet to be a Child, yet God can'c forget to Þe 
2 | Fath er, Read that Texr and wonder, Hof. 11, 7,8. 
And my eoMle are bent to back, [liding- thaugh they 
called them to the moſt high,yer noe at ail would EX. 
#t him. Though they h: d many compeltionare 
1 4 Pro- 
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Prophets that called after them day and might, 
when they ſaw them turning their backs LPON 
C08, yet they were not minded. Who now 
would conceive thac God- {hould ever think a 

honor of kindneſs rowards them raore 4 vel 
hear what God 4 ith, How ſha} 7 pave thee up, 
CJ Ex hraim ? bow ſhall Te deliver ; thee, O lfrael ? 
tow 0; «ii 1 MoRES bee As Admab . and how (nal / 
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Mt, AY repenting's Are houd ea OP etney, 1 wiil-not 
exeente the frercenefs of mine anger. 4 wilt not 
YEt14/71t0 aefti0) ECLralnn : for 1 am God and or 
man; the boly One mw the midſt of thee, and I wit 
not enter into the City, Well, now tell me if ever 
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F:iend, Ep! rai Was Up 11 open Arms againit bs 
maker, he did ebel. moſt unworthily again! his 
© 00G 1.01 { and Fr eng, ro whom he was bound 


by inhnite £1 gaget ents. Epnram had Quite Cai 
ot God, an he 1 vil Fl 2 nothing to do Witt 
IM +. and Fuda), 1s NOT [AL * interiour [0 _ LYEAs 
? n0-epornganth ind what vill Crod 
would think,as I faid befor A 5's ould caſe nuntelt 
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baniſh them his Courts one wonld foon conce 


that he louid think. of dif Ges fu b re- 
10us Whidren; for ihers was not the firſt, (e- 
cond, nor third time that they had {erved C-0d 
thus who then couid imapine that he {OA £ 
Litilo 4% / »i 0 N v9 a, LC Gs, 

ver trouble himſelf with them any more ? > Should 
one nor ook” every day when he thonld quite 
Cait Inem ot? Why, God ſ{eems ſometimes 
to threaten as much, and jeerms ever and 
$n63 19 att rowarids item, as if hg wouid 


eve! 


never look upon them more while the world 
{tands, Go faith God to your Idols, ict chem fave 
you ? what do you come ro mez for you have re- 
toſed ro have me ior your God z go «< ry ro your 
gods, and let theia deliver you, T 

eurn away his faces yea, for all that, | ee hom 
ſoon he fo ge*s 21S C fpleaſure, Ep mr awm 15 bis 
Child, his dear Child, and he can't but pirtty 
in; and how ithall } give thee up, O Ephra- 
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im, &c, how hardly is God brought ſo much as 
to chaſttſe his Children , he never corre&s rhem, 
but when there is an abſolute need of it; ask the 
Church under the rod, and ſhe can*r but fay as 
much, Lam. 3.32, 33. For f though he c uſe orig, 
or. will be have com 3P« *ſjz012 arcoraiis ro the multi- 
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ruae of kh 15 WICINCIES: £03 ize doth #19 9 afji act LUND = 
ly, wor grieve the C Pld: enof men. He calls judg- 
ment his WOrk, his itrange WOK : and when he 
dorh correct his ſknbhorn Child ren, how doth he 


Many times give LD<01 4 jath and a kils, 2 frowny 
30) i fniule 2 Q what world lave become of the 
holieſt men living, if God thould upon every pro- 
zt1033 have broke with them, [f Qod {houid 
mark iniquittes, O who ſhould. _ d? Which of 
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the fallen £ 07S Of efaam hath 1 1Þlſcd his 
high kindoel e ard yet tor all aaa now 15 Hts 


Patience and 300Gne! 5 exerciſed towards rnems 
vell might 1h! -P {almiſt make that ihe burden of 
4 j 
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6:1e of his {| 185, C that men wou:d praiſe the Lord 
for þ, 15 00Anef>,e4 jor his wonderful! works towards 


£28 Ct. dr; # of menz& that of another, or _ Aercy 
e wreth for ever, What created being c 11d bave 
born th « thouf zndil part of rhat lems any band 


that God doth every day from his deareſt chy]. 


dren ? What peeviſlineſs, and unfrie; ay —_ 
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12nd-dealing worh he rnd in them ! yet for al 
this, low great are his kindnefle>, .nd how open 
2ce bis arms, upon their acknowledygernenig, ty 
TEecCOVe them avain | ! .LiIrtie op = ae thitk WHALE (ft 
kindneſs the Lord overlooks ; and indeed except 
we knew what it was to he infinite in holine 
could we any way conceive how inanite his Pa- 
rience IE, Pf, it. $06 43, 44» Many times arid be 
detro'r 1081 ſs they provoked him wi th their 
counſel, and were brourht low for their iniquities. 
Nevertbelcſs veregarded ther affichior , when he 
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Tenthly, He is an honourable friend, and to be 
1cguainted with him is the bighett honour mth 
worid. This word, GONnoUur, I Preatint 
ears of this proud world 5 what running ank 


of 


catching to ger a little oft! How do many un- 
de -rvalue their lives, and make nothing to ha- 


Zard their blood for a little of that raen "call Ho- 
noar ; fome prize it above riches and wealth, and 
care not almoſt at what rate they PRIcHU S- 
and yet in the meangyhile they are furthelt from 

Nat which they ſo £1 26] yy deltt , 20d they run 
away from that wc! tw 1 han (0 purlie, 
Poor 19norant man 1: fear fully miſtaken, he calis 
that his honour wliich degrades him, and takes 
rhat for his glory which is 11s ihame : How is he 
pleaſed with chat which when he bath, he nei- 
ther ſecs nor feels, 2bÞ fcarce knows what i itis! 
pay ) Whar 1s it, Oy man, thar chou lootett thy 
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fleep for ? what 1s it t] Jat thou art at fo much 


SOS. | OF Cc 
wp fot ro bav ! that rather then you will wantiry 
Firatc, Blood, Life and Soul, and a} mult go tor 
it? Knight, Lors, Earl, Cc. Wor ſrpful, RI 
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them, be nor much ſweeter. ( e-4 21084485 ) IS 
it ſuch an honour io have a company of fools £O 
call bim wiſe that 1t ny be is | like themlelves £ 
is ir-worth a Soul ro have it faite SH I ans it? 


hel, there lived a brave Gentieman, chat kept 4 
: Nobic 
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Noble houſe, and RENE Table, his Celiar was al- 
W1Ys, open, . Re mMBHTL COMIC when One would, and 
dir z< LONG 45 one —_ itan d, and oc yer acar, 
why d« vou fo ? and be always welcome , that is in 
plain of Fiſh, ji hows 3 man mig -11t be incoura ved 
to damn Ins Sou) There lived a Noble oal- 
nt Perion who bid defiance to the Almighty, 
char had courage cnough to go to hell merrily, 
and bad a deiire £5 arry a» many along with 
him as might 3 dainmog: wearing, curſing 
was their Languac: "XtINg, drinking, fleeping, 
whormp and periccuring, the people of God mein 
buincls. And are ticie FORE O0nourable Perfons 
Nay, G01 higher, © baiti« op and down 1n Cat 
of Gold with a vaſt retinue 3 [4 bave men on this 
fide, and thar {16 bow! Ng and Crinpans ; and 1s 
this fach a buſineſs ? Is it worth the while to 
keep ſucii a fiir So that WHICH 2 wife man 
may wart, and a foo! have (Anton, ) Will 
thoſe Names, that Grandeur and {tate, thoſe high 
T ities, reader you more accept; able ro God ? will 
they procure you 2 freer accels into the preſence 
of that great K ng ! Will on Sreat words ſcare 
death * ll he f ſay when be comes to your houſe, 
$15 15 A Yer On of guality, I uſt a0t be ſo boid as 
to come near Him * will your honour procure 
you a proteaion irom ihe arreits of this Serjeant ? 
Where 15 the Honourable Pcrionage, the Gen- 
tleman, Knig.ut, Lord, King, or Monarch, rhat 
Hath Ve 4 4 rho "Re years : (Lucian ) l Are the 
worms attraid 10 naw thy heart 2 Will thy fleth 
Never PiItriie : Wil your yervants, or your Ma- 
fter either honour you in Hell ? And is this all 
chat you keep 10 much a fiir for, rhat can do you 
as g6od in the grave, Or in another world ? Can 
FNAE 


I2 


that be better worth then Heaven, then God 2 © 
that we might but know what it 1s, tha. rear 
thing 15, which 1s preferred before Chriit -:4 
everlaſting glory ? Again, I ask what 1s it that 
the Grandees of the world do ſo much 1dolize ? 
Ts it -to be callcd4 Wiſe, Great, and Noble ? Bur 
what if the wiſe God call ſuch a one a fool? 
(Epilt,) What if he know neither himſelf, nor 
his God, nor his intereſt ? Hath he much greater 
reaſon to goal then a feather rhat ſome body 
witl ſay it is heavy 3 or dung, that the Swine ſaith 
it is {\weet, ( Fuven, } What profit is 1t for a man 
to be made great tor betraying his Country, and 
flatrerins a Tyrant, who yeſterday was the ſon 
of aStage-Player, and to morrow tall be ſhort- 
er by the head 2 What good will it do a beggar 
that is ready to be ſtarved, to be told that heis 
Prince, a brave fellow, worth ſome thouſands 
by the year ? But would yon know which is the 
ready way to true honour ? I cel} you, it conlifts 
not inthe favor of them that mult die like them- 
ſelves, and before that few years be over, muft 
{rand but upon even ground with the meanelſt ; 
conſiſts nor in the ſorry acclamations of them 
which meaſure a mans worth by his eſtate , and 
their dependance upon him ; it confiits not in the 


_ praiſe of them whoſe commendations ſome wiſe 


men have counted a diſcredit, But he hath {hewed 
thee, O man, what is truly honourable; ro do 
guſtly, ro love mercy, and to walk hurably with 
thy God, Azcah, 6, 8. To bare relation ro God 
a5 a Father, and to carry themſelves as his Chil- 
dren, to be a Servant, and Friend of God, this, 
this is honourable, truly honourable, chis is the 
heighth, the rop of the Creatures preterment. T9 
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converſe with, and delight in his Maker. To 
love, admire, and rejoyce in God, and to love 
Cod, to take complacency in the foul; this i 


1 


ſomething indeed , this is honour , a wiſe man 
would not grucch ro venture his Eſtate, his 
lood, his All for this. And how few of the 
Gallants of the world underſtand the nature of 
this hovour 2 How do molt of them account that 
which is the only true badge of Nobility, a term 
* difgrace ; and that which ſpeaks 2 perſon 
highly honourable, and to have brave blood run- 
ning 1n his veins, to be = ſordid, and inuch 
neath them; as if it were below a Crearure 
to ierve his Maker, and a oiniful Preicrment £0 
be advanced ro glory. © ihat men of parts and 
Jearning, thar perions of Quaiity ſhould be fo 
miſtaken ! O what's become of rheir Reaſon ? 
IS it an hon Ur, g mrefcrinelt ror a man to be.. 
come a hrite* We areready to pity mad men, 
and to laugh : at fooisz bur whether t [ere be not 
more reaſon t9 bemoan the condition of moſt of 
the honourabie perſons im the world, TI leave 
Chriil t and Chriſtians to judge. Wall then, will 
VOu be informed after all this | by him, who hath 
all preferments and honours m his cift, 7 mean 
the great King, and he wit tefl you that -qpad 
and honour are in his preſence, 1 heath 16. 
Mans onely honour and true dignity hes 11 tis 
nearnefs, and acquaintance Wiki God. A pra. 
ctical knowledge of his Maker 15 the Creatures 
groate!t preferment. David was of the mind, 
that ic was none of the loweit honours to be 
Gods lervant, Pal, $4.. It 1s upon the account of 
Tſraels near Relation to God that Afoſes reckons 
them the happicſt, the moſt honourable people 
it 
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world are of a far difierent 0p:ir10n, ny (3 ict 
| for everin. his hovſe. and 1 always 
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od 1 Hemi P/al. ry 45. This is hat whicty 
pur: a Itfle perional Worth UPON any Oe ; aid 
therefore tic P ſalmiſt thinks coſe the ex ic<Hle ne 
merforns, in Whom 1s his delight, Upon this -ac- 
count the Scr mMruare ſaith, The righteous a, who 
2s 177 Covenant Wi 1 God, is more excei:ent thei ls 
r1e1g rbocur. The Dil = blind Wor Id, they Judge 1\- 

gerber by ih ern rd gart 2 they fee the face, 
the riL 1 2ppare!,.t ( hey lee ihe ef} .aTe, but they y lee 
nor that inward excellency and beauty that may be 
under but mean habit : they are ready to de- 
{pifſe the Noble Worthies of the World, juch 
25 can look upon King: Ons as ſruall thi 


| COmpariion of what they have at, 
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l -r, and Chritt Brother. 
Bave you never teard of a King 16 mean appa-« 
Tc, At 4 Prince wichourt Nis IRGDes 1 JDON his back, 
or his Crown 1pon his head ? and will you fay 
that nereiore tu _ Was Dui \ la Pai perfot E£ 
Bur thofe heaverly Creatures that have a more 
Fnritual refined tenſe, thar nds lome- 
Ling of things anc 1 Perſons, are ute of anorher 
mind, they can look. 1 = ON great ones 1n the inid{} 
of rheir catlanicy, withour a iriend 1n Heaven, 25 
mear perions head bak e no intereſt to ſpeak 

and many of them, {or al] their greatneſs, to be in 
4 far worte condition then jNogs and Toads, 
They can alſo jook upon a poor gefpifed Saipr, 5 
remned Chriſtie, though as to a carnal eye, 
| 100K as 11 be conid ITAFLE {PEAK enſe, 
to be ; a favourire of Heaven, a p2:101 of quality , 
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r 4por. their princely heads, "is was the great 
Dre rerinent th Loy Colloht this Was the honour the %'4 
moit defired ; as fo rthe woric and all its glory, 
they can well ſpare it for thoſe that ſhall never be 


advanced to anv higher dignity, to any better pre- 
{erment, As for the Sainr, 25 Confernmtible as 


he looks, be hath higher deſigns, nobier things, 
oSrexer honours 1n his eye; and 1f that which the 
world fo admires were the higheſt Slory thar a 
rational CIEALUre WETLe CaFaA rable of, the COD « of ma 2171S 
preferment, why then he cowd :00k upon brute: 
Jeleiy 


»” * 


3 
33 


nao 


b 


# # 
io 1/ 


:')) 


Jo 


* 
| 


LUC 


(130) 
© God bleſſed are thy ſervants, bleſſed are thoſe 
which ſee thy Glory, and hear thy wiſdom : blef- 
ſed are they that may have free acceſs to thee. O 
ler me have this preferment, though I live like 
Fob art his loweſt, and dye like Lazarus, Let 
others ſue for the favour of Frinces, let them 
make the beſt of what the world can give, Iet 
them defire that " ich hath been dangerous to 
more then Zaman , I hope I ſhould never envy 
them, might [ was have more frequent and intl- 
mare converſe with God, may I ve but acquaint= 
ed with him; O maylT have buc a heart more 
ro admire, love, and delight 1 him, and ferve 
tm with the ſtrength and torenfents w my 
Soul whileT am here, and {tand for 1 : his 
preſence, and behold his ok 21s Face * W vith joy 
herea':er. O my Soul what meane{t thou, thar 
chou {ill ſpeakelt fo faintly and coidly « f ſuch 
nkinitely g10r101u5 things f Why doth nor a new 
Iiie animarce thee at rhe Very mention »of theſe 
thi ng $s? Halt thou no. far more caute to raiſe 
up thy deipor ding Spirits with cheartulne! 5, then 
old Ticeb, when his Sor Fojeph, who was Lord of 
thar Land, ſent for him into Egype £ Thy Faiher 
© my Soul,chy Brother is Lord, not of Ex pt, ROC 
OT Gofhen buc of Eden, of Zion: he 15 the King 44 
of thar g10riGus C ty, the new Jeruſalem 3  Heg- 
- ven 15h1s Throne, nd Earth is bis Foot -ſtool, 
and yet behvid the waggons that he hath ſent 
for thee, behold the provil: on that he hath fent 
to maintain thee comfortably in thy journey 
from Evo; to Canaar ;, £ not ihts enough? O my 
Soul awake, up a fee hiin beiore thou dyelt ; 
behold, he 15 coming, the Bridegroome is coming, 
Foſeph is coinng, t0 meet thee with a gallant 
Train 


JL. 


(131) 
{ 010, n a glorious Equipage It 15 but yet 2 

little while, and thy husbarnd will come and 
ferel) thee In Royal State, atrended wry z num- 
berlefs | LG! t1Nfge of $41Nt5 and Angels, () Ia Ht 
thou but an cye ro behold their Chariots and 
Horſmen CG ming upon the Mountains ; he 1s 


coming, he is coming, he will be here quickly, 
ne Wi. not rarty, he i5 at the door, Contemipiare 


zomtimes on theſe things, and a little antedate 
that Glory by Spiritual Taediration; do bur think 


whit a brave fig! hit (hat will be tro ſee the monn-s 


La1ns Covered with Chariors of fre, and Hories 
Of vant Wien the heavens ſhall bow before thy 
friend, and the and ſhall melr ar his preſence, 
and Ver th y DEAE. not faint within thees when 
he King ſhall come in the Clonds to ferch his 
Friends to his own houſe, where they iaall 
dwell for ever. This honour have all the 
Y21nts. 

Eteventhly, He is 2 ſuitable fr tend, It is fnit4- 
bleneſs that ſwieetens Society. I can eaſily belicye 
a pyvor Country Peaſatit can take 2s much con- 
tent in the company of a poor man like himielf, 
as 11 the Society of a Prince, an unlearned Conn- 
rry man is no way fit to convers with Courtters; 
2nd States-mnen ; . the vaſtneſs of the diltarce 
woutid fo mnch ſwallow his mind, and the un 
ſuitableneſs of his Spirit ro ſuch company takes 
- chat content which otherwiſe he might en- 
J© But yet in Spirituals, chough the diſtance 


bo ween God and man beyond 4 potitbiliry of 


onr conception, and the dilproportion ntinite ; 
yer tte Sou! of man being imme hiaretx from 
Cod, a nd Spiritual like God, and hay ving : 2 Di- 
VINE NEW Nature infuled inco it by the Spirit rt 
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Levencrats: it fnds an infinite ſujrable: 1CiS3 
© Be” E coy "ports 4 Th ihe _ Of 8 od. 
preſence, and it 15 not funk, bur raifcd by an Uni: 
on, converie and Seciery with n's ker, [ lie 
i 1s, did man 4 it underttand his own mat 
rigiNA aright, be would think it infinitely belo! 
h:s:noble PArentag2 T0 — ſy and bave 


(311ALe deliphriul Socic ty with any bur God 
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Ceram COnrent 1 The en oytNent of "_ another, 
13 1s 40 part vere, Þur COmpieated 1n Glgfy. 
his we may hnd oft in Scriptare  oxprefied whe 
Att:ctions. Hence 
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greater 1uit3bienels can there be then between 
£ 


Farther ard Children, Husband and Wite 2 God 
ws alfo faid 0s delight 't them, and they in him ; 
&) ICJOVCE lil | LCF CU pany, and they £ in 1; 11S3 and 
now 


| UE —IT4 F | OR OP | ConA nia Ns | 
gHOW ( 11d is DE, EXCEpt there Was 2 ſnitab _— 

"Þ F + q 4 4 X py # ' k , Fr” . i * 
1C1s 11 them 43Ne tO another I her will: ale 


'S © ” e £ CY oY bl $ ry — & 
ſited \ Walk \.7 » \ Ms rhev A ' 2nd wha God 
JF S : L ; Fn PII Wl j 4 
QC) tHeV love; and {0 what tftiey love, 45 Bs 
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ends, God loves; one doth not thwart and 
contradit the orber, Ohgw fiocet then mull 
$116 COMPAUny., fic Communion Of {1ict] Friends De 
4 } Yere Oi ears < MeV i Abe De |! were We 
more hike G09, we thoul'd quickly experience the 


unſpeakable joy of our Souts, how fuitable a 
Friend heisto a foul: we (hontd foon find. that as 
clay and ſtones are as unſuitable io0d for the bo- 
dy, fo the world is nnſiurable food for the ſfoulro 
feed on, and th:t it i; God alone that can fill and 


farisf3e the vail defires of it, O, 1 {ay avain, were 
we bucas we came out of our Makers heads Or 
raluer were we trimmed un in our eldeſt bro- 
thers Robes, and brought into the j1mmediate pre- 
ſence of hs great King, where we ſer before that 


glorious Throne, wherd the irftinite brightneſs of 
his M ajeity fin es ſo thar the Anpels themſelves 


an i 4 £5 k , : FM 
do vatl their faces * before MNY YEL IOT all that 
hs | F by ry q - wel. - 
we {touid not 19 + {tand filent, as if the place 
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that were nearly CHAT Aanyu bad nimate ai qQUain- 


the unipeakable. ſweetneſs that will 
joyment of bis company ! no tediouſneſs, no 
irk{omnets at all upon our Spirits. We thall 
quickly underitzand our work, our priviledge, O 
Is friite &00dN ls ' (} h OUNGICIS 1OVe O | jCL ME 
be always ſolacing my foul inthe contemplation 
of theſe things ! C let the very thoughts of 
be 2 Heaven upon carth to my foul! but 
: L.ece 
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(134 ) 
herc, Ohere's the grief while we are here 1 
{range Country, there 1s foumhins Ns ail x 
or fallen caildren of Adam, nay, :1 thoſe of 
them that are recy vered, and by « Irace brought 
into @ « ce-union with God} there 15, I fay, Jome- 
hing in God unſuitable 19 them, and im them 
moſuteable tro God 3 and _ (©) this makes 
Our lives {6 .ancomfortable ; but convers watt! 
God will wear oft a great de i! of that. When 
10uU co _— ro lay oft thy ra O&S, and to pur of thy 
od 1 ard to pur on chat new one that is ma- 
ws tor Thee, I mean afcer death, when thou 
lory, thou wilt find the cafe LITngy 
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itercd wah thes. In Heaven there will be a per-' 


fe Ha oy Suitablenets and adage be- 
tween God and rhee for ever ; and thon wilt take 
infinite Coltpiacen cy and delight w him, and he 
in thee, And thus Iſhait thou jpend FLernity 1 
unconcelvable Joys COON anc picatures, This 
1 Heaven, a perfect {uitableneſs ro God, and en- 
jv) mh 4 him for ever, ©) hn” Wien, when fthall it 
once | 5. ( (. 07116 F. 9: 37a Jejus , COMME quickly, CG 911e 


© 
Pad d } 1 3 {ti , / c ? atl + 4 b T F * + 4 V7 Q "O87; " s \- P; wy iS 1 4 
Us "TE i,08 £4 ET FIC! = £15 3 4» 4/ 1x 6578 £4 401 off: it, IWF Ai 
cf % - bo 


5 
f A * - '4s Fe '&; [} F| » 4 -. 
I'S $6/5{ KELIICE t C/ Cs 4 #4 ! fiC/ £& 
au * f\ \ 1 
y' £ 14 is z Hil $ Z 4 . v p "THEE, "29 li [! 4 t© 3 4 £00 \ 
- 
F EC $ FO Fo } vat 4 > | if 1 F owl 
[4 , 4 « 4/ ke Prey \ ( 41 \ L YL, i} [ ® 1 fv W v3i 
4, 46 . « a i. A E: , > & LE Fa » t 7 nl x. dC $4 Fs 
ONEe OTTIHIOIC 114] > WArecatures: tf tial] -DEeN If? 
2 o 8 | . * | ' { 4 
| PR Te NT L-oVd- at, p iy VF y} ny A334 = 
LC VC i \ w L « þ $1 Gu 1 wb S204 LA 6.4 *./ bL AL nk 1\0YU;G WV hs 
wal z $® [ / bu * I. 5 p "3 > =y A . A * w_ 
- I N f tits 1[1C8: {Cl Ie W el C liOtL Yi 4 Y (3j fk [1e 4 [1Ee 


a 


GG _ C a 3 $ 4 s + e T5 ; þ £4 $® TY? (2  Þ 2 n 
work, of the fame corapary, ihe fame place 3 
v1 þ 1 11d 12 a2 TY. 
wy. 13 1t 41 {y; C df % "LT Y 'FIL + TI [IC (f9 \ (1 ua friak?e YOu! 
wwe — Ya © '# at _ 

0 MOrg weary than a man upon the RACK, bur 


' e. - atk wank ft 5 _ 
aff before wou Utd be. of verſe eaſe, no more 
* 4 CF} FO F; Te a ; % FE : 
KLiG)] { Jac Trhti A 310; nIgr VU TInail 1% OF -ATINE A nu 
Q. Cog 

ry */@ 4? » &y wv Ca 2% v F % 

tA UTS WEAT?) } CALan 6 Te 21]! 1. 14 VI PRIN! D-3 than the by 
iz . . 

”T | Soy 


uy 


WH 


(135 
Fire of —— or a Stone of falling towards 


the Center. 5 E pſt. 10. 1 know not where T had 
4 ather be then with him, I was owe z upon Earth as 
VOM AVE ROW: EFT HO 7 EK: Hear VE! Tg i and : 1/7 NC ther 


er both eheje places cant fi nd one that { can take 
WOYE act; It 11 | EE Tod [ T 4 ſay AS he Pf al SEL 


C..> 


24 F hom have I Heaven but him ? and there vs 
720ne pon Cart that T can bfr i Compariſon of 
mn. 1can't delire a bette! C4 employ ment then a de- 


lis ltful conſtant attend? 1g vpon my God : Can 
bave | better Company then ſn cli a Father 2? C2ng 
CEALCY happ inets be CONCcetn ed then Frernal Glo- 
— a p)eaſanrer piace then ws * That which 1 
can ſpeak you can't hear: and couid you (though 
x1 this perfect clory ) 1 can' expreſs what you will 
ind ind feel when YO { COM} YE \ Keber: ()] ad 1 bur 
known ſo much as I do \ now, when I was in 
you! CONditON analy earth, [ ihonld with incom- 


Parable greater « arnold bave fought afrer ac. 
qQUairirance Wills God then 1 did. I; h 5 pr eſence is 


thlnef « or LIZ Aa! hz y ; 8g ; FF, 114nd AYE P* leaf Wu '& Þ for 


evermore + Now | feel, noW I know it, 1 t hought 
one {mile ſweet upon earth, bur now I fee and 
feel infinitely more what you enjoy now, is 2 
ſhadow, in compariſon of what you will enjoy 
hereafter, O what do you mean, that you prize 
his fayour no more, that you get no More intie 
mate acquaintance with him ? What do you 
mean that you are ſo unwitting to come to this 
place of joy ? O, were you bur pofteſt of what 1 
ſpeak of, you would ſay what Ifſay, you would 
never be weary of pra ſing and ſerving bjm, you 
would never with your {cf ont of his prelence, 
and think it not Dothible to be in more ſaitadle 

ſociety. Isu {o, O my foal, what then doe't 
| K + thou 
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"ur m5 Spirit upon you, 1 will oaks known my 
words unto you, And will you ſer at naught all his 
-ounſels, ard have none of his reproofs ? Wil 
you ratder berumed then betoiding to him tor 
Agvic e. i.et Me put in one wordif this Wile Coun 
2Hor be not for youte will be againſt you, and if 
REI LT EAR IgeX | Re 

YOU LNG 41) ART Call Ort 'er YOur ſad "Fair? Mare 
C0 YOUr advantages 2 pray make uſe of Iim;, but 
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but WOW! hem, It 15 he that reacnerh 
tna} Frugality, not 19 part With thai 16r a trifle, 
which -will be a rich commodity exe Joar:; 1t 15 
he who perſwaies us 10 make the heft wuſe of eve- 
ry thing ; i$ lic Hat teacheth Fools more true 
wildom then the greer Politicians of the Wo 
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and infinite, time and eternity, Who ;5it tha 
Pavid gots £o for counſel, when H15 politick Ee 
nemies combined again't "hike? where doth he 
adviſe ? who brings him out of ail his intricacies ? 
Is it not He that [am perſwading you to g0 to, 
who was never out-witted, who can eaſily turn 
the counce! of Ach:tophels into foolithneſ«; It is 
he who can infarnate the grear Sages of the 
World; and make them weaker thea children 
"3 heir Counſels. And this is he who w; 
"onitant Coun cellor to all thoſe that are his 
Friends, bis acquaintance. Seneca, Epr/f. gr. 81, 
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contemptibly, it ihronohiy underſtood, will be 
Phd to have more depth in it than the wiſeſt 
men of the world CA rEACI {0 choole ſuch a 
friend,this is Wildorm, ths is prudence, The godiy 
nan knows that he hath a great cauſe to be deci- 
dcca ere 10ng, and 1t Wil be no Ioft laboar to 
udp Is Friend, Well, what fay you 
5 coniiderable that I do now pro- 
pound, Or is it not. 7 Can you plea y Our own 
aulc, Can you clear YOUr CUETO £10ry Without 
lam * 1t not, be well adviſed before you light ſuch 
2 Motion, 45 | no% do make to _ 
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elp 00e 5} another, it would not a hittle advance 
the wort ofa friend. But where is fuch 2 one ro 
He found 0 . VV Oat Hiitories Can Give US al AC- 
Count of foci amities Let nerfons be unite 
+ NJeEVEr- 10 cloſe 21 union, cgnpoyned It the 
fakeft knot that natnre can-tie, yet ora will 
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STACEC 111 any Irtend doth unſpeakably {weeten the 
relation, and fuch a relation will nor dye) if we 
compare the hortne(s and uncertainty of poſſct- 
ing, and the buternels in loling, with the ſweet 
neſs of enjoying 3 won it's formwhat difficult ro 
f reſolve e, Whether ſuch thort-liv'd comforts are 
worth the looking after. Not but that | think a 
friend, airuc friend, 2 great mercy, and much to 
be deſired; but really , if our attcRions be nor for 
eb ang {\ake, if our 'ove be not repulated by 
, 1can eaitly belteve that rae: bitcernels Tn 
fig dotti OYEer- ballance tle PICLLUCE {1f1 —_ : 
ing. And who would much tronble hunielf x 
cet that with care, which mult be poſtelt wal 
tears, & will De parted with with tears 5 All word- 
ty enoyments will ſerve us ihwus. When we £X- 
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think what content we enjoy in them, ten. £9 
ft God love 11S, but that be euher 0101tfers, 
Way tat comfort from us, Oue fauh, 
tac dear Husdand, ſuch a one as neve 

Woman had, but he 1s dead, I have 15it bin. An- 
other faith, I had a precious Child, a Erother, 
but he ts gaONC, And m—- body ' W1: i} be 1" Its 
noe fir! TOr lait. Anc { if the Cair De Ci bus, WAG 
would be fo foolith as ro Jer our the Rrenvit of 
his foul, upon that which he may foon be depri ved 
of ? ou here, here's a friend, whom you need not 
fear over-loving or loſing a never dying friend, 

ONE tha It will ze tre £0 Out- we i © # Sat \ Ar, Epitt, 
. 3. 22.) Say of wha you will, that it 15 mortal, 
_ you have diſgraced 1: enough ; for how Carr 
£12AEL 
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1 frxed i977 {732 ſ,ord 111 C614 WH tr i) 1A! 'c {1th 
JE ith £67 it), EXC, [ hat Goa wH0 $s calied the 
Living God, Plal. 146. 3:4.5,6. 

p 4 -iY He 1s a preſent friend, a friend 
alwayes 1n all places, Mans condi! | | 
fhic De lack lis 45S ate a 2 May oe depriy ed of TIIC 
gompany of his deareſt worldly relatiors, he 
may he ſequeiired from the fociety of his moſt 
[ eflary friends | How oft have the 

car c my 7.07 Go been Clapt up in Dungeons, 
"not ' frot n the {ght , bur from the know. 
"vgs f 1 ary mo! t aftectionate acquaint rance ? 
| hing for them to be banith'd 
_ their Native ane: dap Wives and Chil 
aren among Savage Men and beaſt; they have 

man to make their con: iplaints to, but fuck a5 
will increaſe their forrows, How frequently 
ay they be in ſuch a condicton, as that they 
may not ſee. hear or ſpeak to any friend ? what 
; | | Bolts 
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Bolts and Pa hed what Walls and Gnards to kee; 
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chem from ther, which i! they Could not fre 
them from, yer mip hcin fome meature — 
thetr miſery * ? But now God is ſuch iriend, wh 
cannot, who will not be kept our from is boy 
Walls of Brais, or bars of Iron, he will find our 
his friends in the darkeit hole, and bare them 
company chere in ſpite of all the powers of Hell, 
O how reviving are his vilits ? What Cordials 
doth he bring along with him. This is that 
which makes the people of (50d fo very chearful, 
when their enemies make account their condiri- 
on 1s ſuch, as that it hath no mixtare of joy or 
comfort in it, Was that a Priſon or Heavere 
where ihoſe Martyrs were tingins Hallelngabs 2 
Was that 4 time to be fo merry, when all the 
world diſowned rhem, when they were loaded 
with reproaches, and irons, and chains, counted 
the troublers of rhe nation, mad-imen, hereticks £ 
The caſe is clear:the fight of this frie -nd made them 
forget their Scorns, and think their chains ; Gold, 
and their priion L iberry. it was God that ſpake i it, 
and he Hath been _— to be as good as his wor d 
I/a. 43. 1,2. 4 87 45 faith th the Lord that created thee, 
O Jacob, nd that formed thee, O Irael: Fear not, 
for 1 have redeemed thee, I have called thee by hey 
name, thou art mine : Whey they paſjej# thorow the 
waters 1 will be with thee ; and iwiorow rye Ri- 
Vers, = {hall not over flow thee © when thus walks ff 
chorow the. fire, rhou ſhalt not be burnt ;, neithcs jhall 
rhe flame kindle upon thee, Who was that which 
bore the three children company in the fiery tur- 
race? who was that which went into che 1 10ns Jen 
to vifit Daniel ? who brougiur Pas alis 'ero this 
{30re 
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rath a Friend thay wil bare him company in all 
Piaces, in all dangers. and in his company he need 
not be afraid. Ler ihe leaſt child rhar God hath, 
ive but one Cry, and he will ſoon awake. Ir can't 
but be fo from the ſpiriruai! ty of his nature, the 
immenſity of his being, and the infiniteneſs of his 
love. It was Ort thodox Divinity and Doctrine that 


Ar. Epilietus |. 2. <. 14. preached (though but a 
Heathen) when he - laid, That the firſt leſſon that 
became 4 wiſe 2147 10 learn, War, that there was 4 


God, and t ftloen, hat 6 thing 1 1m ihe worid conld be con 
ceated from lim, and th, i he knew nat only our out = 
ward actions, b:i our mot leeret orkings, -OHY Clies 
feſt curtain buſineſſes and not only /o, bat tver our 
hana Sg Pr; ets and principles : which ſpeaks him 
eve -y wrefe, and confequently 7: ady at hand to k(lo 
bis Friends at a dread b /ft. Wherefore (faith the ſame 
Author, Idem.1.3.c.22.,)thinknot that thou art alone 
when theu art in ? by C/ bamber. n thy bea, when thy 
Curtains are drawn, when thou art tocktd Hp 116 4 Prim 
073 never wb: tapk under groumn a; of thou art £204, thee 
ſhalt have two companions in ſpight of the matice of 
all thy enezmes, « good Conſcients, ard thy God. 
This made that brave Moraliſt to dare his enemies 
to do their worſt to exciude His Friends from him. 
Ca (faith he)any ma ve baniſhed ont of the world & 
whereſoever you {end ”, there will be the Sung 
ZA1oon, and Stars, but if not,God bs there, ] am fare, 
with wha! No I; ' 14) el ny fo who »1 [ PAY pre ay; he will 
bare me company, # borrh all the reft of my Fri:nds 
ve kept from re, And as long as you can't ban:th me 
Jrom God ner keep him from me, J fr al reckon my 
felj at liber 'y ; ana ſhowd T be fent oat of this 
world mte another, even there 1 ſhould find my 
| | } X #r ind, 
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Friewas, 4nd o Vi ah t j: arce Compitin that 15 removed 
from a place where . lm of all are his enemies, 1s 4a 
PAC ce where qiitre ail are his Frienas, One would 
bave thought ihele poor Heathens bad been rea 
115, / (al. 129, Io YOU bear © Chriſtians, What 
Unocuare thoſe forementioned perſons lpeak * and 
al theſe that never bad the thouſand tl oy of 
t ger auV A — for te knowing of God, frea! k and 
Uus,& thali Chiillians buy : {uch low thoughts 
of God !becauly wi ts O 1101 2c God, ſhall we there- 
fore not beiiove inat fie 15 «prefer r ever y where ce 
tie that denies Cn 005 OW DL efc fiC6 had UDO the 
matter as good aeny 115 DEITg ] for Mere 1 not fo, 
was be jndyec the world with Juſtice ! How 
be fultai 11iS POWELFL 3 God 
rakes iS AS 1 VEYY NS gh i indi, nity, thatany ſhould 


i J } © 2 ce 
1:1 the 1Call caeNtia rh 15 CIQYTIONNS attribute y Fer, 
» « 
22.23.24. 7111 ] a Gia at bard,and not a G { 4 far 
©/, Lan ANY [314 heme if 7 jecret Places, TOA! F1 
$441 HO fee bir, laith t tie {0 i. Do not I ju tHeg- 


ven and Þ art: Jarth rhe Lord, And is notthis a 
FHiiendg Wort!) ;}C naving Ty who wil q be { BY "'ENOT THY) 
bc ablent wtiien yOu have need Oi [11m £4 ne wicked 
d fav. how Dn God kno! Ia he Fon 
WG f 12Y, TLEAN gurh 30d HOW, ANg Tan lic 1ce 
;"'. thic JS _ 2» 
throunph the thick Clouds, and therefore they fin 
&, > 4 p EY rec » = TITTY” d 
Witt 6 onhderice , and OPPL CaS LiCl Friends of Go 
. ' bo 2 | 
Hour any lear;they hope God doth not behold, 
tiey think MN! {CENCE knows NOt, | wiln there 
Were NOL JOMet!N! Ng LOG like ti:zs ſometimes in the 
thounhis of Gods people too; but let me only 
rapes 
1at one Scripture. with the firſt ſort, Far 
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&4.3,%&c, He that planied the ear ſhall ne not hears 

t7e ej)4t j O78 4 747 4 #, & 5 ſha {; ie T0E fee C Pod b la 
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Feat ie? 3477 K920V [eage, fhak Rv; tg £210, 4 he Lord. 
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kyo Wer, . As for he deſponding Chriſtian that 
begins LO | kink C30d 15 Oui of ! the reach; of his 
Prayers, Jet me ask thee, O thoa of little Faith, 
when did £fz0d ever abſent himfelf from Ins in 
a time of need : When was he quite out of the 
hearing Of their cry ? 1 know indeed he may bids 
biunſelf , yet then he is near them alſo, to try 
rheir love, and hear their voice, for God loves to 
hear his Children cry 3 (earthly Parents may cor- 
reCt their Children for crying, but God « Naitiferh 
his Chitdren uſually for their lilence.) Wien he 
ſeems furtheſt off, he is bur behind the Crirtaing 
he is there where he with pleaſure ſees hov ear- 
neſtly his Children look up and down for him : 
and then when they are ready to fit down weep- 
ing, as if they had loſt their Father, when they 
think they are quite forgot, and their enemies bc- 
ginto triumph, and to ask, where now is your 
God ? Then he lets both friends and foes know 
that he is near. And what ſay youro all this, you 
that as yet are ſtrangers to God ? Have you got- 
ren ſuch a friend as he is, that will always be at 
your elbow, that can and will come to help you 
( when other friends are far enough off, ) whe- 
ther man will or no ? have you got ſuch a iriend? 
If not, why then will you not now accept of 113 
acquaintance, who wil! de ſuch a friend to all 
that love him ? No g00d man 1s without te 
company of God, ne walks with God, he talk 
with God, he cats with God, he drinks with Gods 
and is entertained by him, and he fleeps in by, 
Arms, God is with Him in his Shop, in ths 
Rode, at Home and Abroad, and who can mi's 
Carry "that hath fo he Ipful 2 compnion alway < 
with bim # Wher: thy burdens are £00 neavys 
Lag 0onon ith Ls fas 


£0 but complain, 3nd he will either take them off 
thy back, or put under his own ſhoulders, and 
heip thee to 80 away lighty. with them ; he will 
aliif: thee in {1x troubles, and in ſeven he will give 

thee help. ; 
15. He 151 Soul Friend, Soul Friends are the 
beſt friends. As ſoul affairs are the mightieſt af- 
fairs z fo thoſe that give us the grearett help in 
thoſe matters ought to be valued, God is the 
great Soul Friend 3 expect nor 10 find him a friend 
> thy luſt, this ſcares the wicked from him, who. 
would be glad to be acquainted with God, if he 
would gratifie thetr luſts, and pleaſe their wick- 
ed humors, and vive them eternal happineſs after 
a life of wickedneſs z that is, would ungod him- 
ſelf fornheir ſakes, Burt hold taere man, you 
thail ſooner ſ-e the Sun black, and. have fire 
cod, and hind a heaven in hell, rhen have God a 
friend to your Sin, God doth not promiſe to: 
furniſh all bis acquaintance with proviſion for 
their ſeriſualny, he will not put a knife into thy 
hands to tab himfelt, or to cut thy own throat, 
There are too many of ſach friends jn the world, 
and) men are generally ſo fooiſh as to count 
them friends, which deſerve another name: 
thele are iney which help men ro Hell, and fhew 
them the ſhorteſt cur to eternal mifery, and this 
mult $0 for a ipecial kindneſs, Sure men and 
oman will-ſcarce be always of this mind. Muſt 
poifon in a cuilded cup $0 for a Cordial, and a 
kifc, YViough with a dagger, be raken for true love, 
Seneca had more wit then to reckon ſuch among 
huncfactors, He that can teach methe way T9 
cre happineſ;, he thac can help. me to adorn, 
areſs 42d trim my Soul z he by whoſe inſtructions 
| ; '1 


0s 
—_ 


( 149 


T {hall be more in love with vertne. and out of 
{ 


love with fin ; he by whole dire&ions s | may be 
acquainted Witt Ny ieii, ind tnade . rr Hy {ED Ya- 
ue fiat which 15 really moſt excellent, this f};all 


be my triend, this fl:3l} be my compan'c or, . Ard 
Wh ere are { ich friends i9 be found 7 How few of 
them in the world ? Do not molt, chat go un- 
der 1 that (wee t 24Mme of friends » a9 Onc 1n0ther 
ihe preatelt unkindneſs that can be imagined ! 
Hew Odo they incoura2ge one another m an evi} 
way, Prov, 1, af wa 2, How do men tus and pul 
lo get one anather avace Into danination 3 and 
a the wiſe world may be Judges, none mult £0 

for a friend, bur he that would do re moi m: 
ef; none __ be comited an enemy, but be 
that defires to do me the -moſt rezi kindneſs. 
I ti1s founids firanpebyls ; . YEL for or pn did it lie 
'1my Way, I conid eaſily POV Net |} mult 
confidently affirm, thar every ones cxperience, 
Grit or laſt will fay as mach, Somerhing of this 
{ have take: norice of, | in my convering with dy'- 
ing men, I remember. once more particularly, 

being by a poor Created that was juſc a going 
into another worid, one of his old frier ds ; loo ed 
4210 ſee mn, at the ſight of wich perſon ne 
enaſhed his teeth, and could rot indure hiw 1n 
the "— ha CLY OUT, this Was Oe that brouslbt 
me tO ti1}s s, I may thank him, or I tad not beer 
1n 10 ad z condition upon a deaih-bed, Bar this 
by the by. Open enemies are -better then ſuch 
friends, TI fay again, do not expeR to bave God 
ſuch a friend. God loves-bis too well to Jet them 
undo themſelves; he knows he worth ac Souls ; 
i pitties them that would parc win al err {(0u!s 
Los a tcifle, and therefore he teils men plainty, ; 1 
VIGN 
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#hich may be dy My pre ejudicial to the health 
Of their Souls he can't but let chem know what 
i; food, an _ what is -oifon * What elſe is the 
meaning of thoſe vehement exponlations f 
Why doth he lend 16 Dany meſſengers one after 
anather 2 To whar purpoſe clſe doth he tende! 
fuch promites, fach 1incouragement £ Be 4t Known 
therefore unto ihce O mn, = thou underitand*:: 
"ie worth of thy 09/0 yonl, and wouid'tt have 
ilar Soul of thine to do well for ever,and wonld" ii 
Dave a friend for hy Soul, that there 1s but one 
fuch a friend ro be found in the whole world, and 
that is 2od, O haſt thou no regard at all for 
my precious 2nd immortal Soul > Doſt thou 
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nake! and miſerable for ever ? ' 
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IT C0 l Dot: LOU n10t d{lieve NAT it "maſt avs 
3 being formcwhere for ever, and thar either 11 e- 
lating: SIOry Or —— burnings! and are theſe 
fmall marters with vou ? What will you for all 
£215 rake no care in the world about theſe grand 
affairs? Had a mt 13) friend commutted but a Dog 
0 thee 10 take care of, you would have thought 
7Our ſe lf a in 'oraricude and honour, tg 
dave ſuited your care of hi © your reſpect 
'0ihe perſon from wiom you had him, (Epict.) 
H 11? 1 j thou FHi@1 R201P, 'S; HW *ity, 7 bat thy ( 70d hatin 
E0mtirted 4 Soul t0 32) Care, Th bath told thee what 
7: OH (hal: ao ED the "A E ana bealth 6 of ths 
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Ts 


rh) ſoul, that it may ' 112 good ploghe when ke jhall 
zailfor uw, He Saba) "nee Wha it 2s ts moſt natu- 
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ral feod, and what is not wholſome, He tells hee 
What thai f ta. lr ao to Dave that ſoul Ws7 11 thee EVEN + 


taſtin; &ly happy: Arg 15 al! $810 ot (0 [it | VETO . 
quence, as co £0 in a one ear 210 our at the orher? 
Are who thines to beindfierent ins It mans fir? 


' be _ (L +3 Y fY"DpA ' a {* l 
were like the ſoul of fn ait, the cale were aitefed 
if when ſis breath wer out of his bo! ly 
were an end of him. the matter were the le{5 con- 
F CLIC 411 ENnda {)! L007 £16 THIRLEC HL % 7. % L Fa 4% MAY & A 
{iderable; if he bad ever a friend in anotlicr world, 
tat could do as much for him as God 211 io, I 
ſiouid Dave title to fay in this bulinels, Bit fince 
ths 15 1rapotiihle, how can | bare to fec hee ne negpect 
1e making furc of foach a friend ? How can a 
Chriſtian with any pat ience think k,t that folk e that 
he lives with, All :d dearly IOVES, {11 ald 1115 of fuch 


w, | friend, Wt HOut WiOm ! their {011 's Mm itDe CVELs 


2aftinsly miſerable. Ifit were only for your 0O- 


rce ule iO DTIAfy words, 
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dies or eftates I ſhould {ca 
neither I believe need I ;. but Wilen it 18 for YOUrC 
{0uls and ererni tY. ww! > C2N be (en }3 f # WC © AT 
conhder what a friend thou mayit rave 4 It 152 
friend for thy foul. Aias man, it is thy ſoul, thy 
»recions foul that lies ar Rake ;, that Spirir wichis 
thee, Which 1s more worth : hen : : world; tf 15 
ehich i5 in hazard, and here is a friend that of- 
\fers thee to make that ſoul of thine happy ſor 
es Thy ſoul hath abundance of enemies ; 
ne would debaſc ir, others would rob thee of 
it, Others wouid c| ap up 4 haſty match between 
COAL Noble C Preature and a Servant,” the World 
I mean :; ar 4: here are verv few char | have any 
trae kindneſs for it, and thou knowett not the 
worth of that Jewel, thy Soul ; but here, here's a 
triend, if thou wilt bur leave it with him, he will 
t2ke care Of it, it ſhall nor be m arted away lor 
L 4 TIM 04 FL 


C152) 
nothing, Here" 3 One Will do that for its ſecurity, 
Honour and happineſs, that ail the world be- 
ſides can't do, It pr ny thou haſt any loye for 
thy poor ſoul, if thou fetteft any price upon that 
previous thing within thee ; ma word, if thou 
wouldeſt have thy ſoul do we!! in another world, 
Q {trike in here, cloſe winh theſe renders, jiiten 
ro the countel of hyn who ofters you the be{t ad- 
vice mn the world. He, he it is that now offers 
thee that thou canſt never value enouph ; h: : it 
15 that will feed, cloath, and portion that hr of 
thine, and after that marry thee 10 Þ1s oneiy Son ; 
by which match you will be made for ever. Q 
did men and women but know what a Soul 3s 
d1d they imagine what a dreadtul miſcarriage of 
a Soul is, did they but in any meaſure underitand 
ne th 1Ngs of thei! Peace, could rey but concetve 
whe God coul a and would do for their Souls, 
L need to ſpend vut little mime in perſ{ading 
nem to commit thieir Souls 20 himy to Le ac qt ain 
al with him, who will be ſure to take ſpecial 
care Of their $ $0OU! S, that they may do we ell, what - 
ever 15neglected. O could you bur fee, Cid YOu 
but know what a \ fad raking they are in, that po y 
into the oiber world with a poor naked Soul, and 
know no body in the world there, and bave ne- 
ver a Friend that dorh take any notice of them , 
you would then think ] ſpoke what I do with 
reaſon enough, and that my words were too 
thort, and my expoſtulations too faint 1n a mat- 
ter of ſach concernment, QO tinners, 1 tell you, 
pay, God tells you ſoul-marters are the greateſt 
marters in the world, I am ſure Chrilt thoughr 
fo, or ejſe he would not have been at ſo much 
eodabout them 3 thoſe that are in their wits and 
367 under. 
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underſtand chemſelves, they know as much tooy 
and ſo will yon, ere 2 few years, 1t may be hours, 
be paſt. Fioſe that now make bur a pih of all 
chis, when they have been but one*quarrer of an” 
hour in another world d, will ſay as I do, that a 
Soul-Iriend is the only Friend, and that Soul-con- 

erns are the great concerns, ihings of Weigur 
and moment indeed; and «har ir would have 
quitred the cult to have taken ſome pains to have 
look*'d out for ſuch a one that could have ſtood 
the 501] 11 ſome ſtead in that other world; and 
that 2 —_ all it would have been no folly nor 
madneſs to have accepted of the kindneſs of one 
thar deftred carneitly ro be acquainted with them, 
and to do their Soul a good turn, O that they had 
but been fo conſiderate, as to have embraced 
ſuch a motion when it was offered ! And this 
brings me to the next Qualification of this 
Friend. 

16, Heis 2 necetfary Friend, There 1s an ab» 
ſoiure neceliiy cf being acquainted with bim, 
I's potlible for a man that bath very few friends 

upon earth, to live as bappily as he that hath 
many. Multitude of acquaintance, ſuch as they 
are, may contribute much to a mans care and 
ſorrow. And as for moi friends, ſuch as are 
commonly ſo called, it is better ro have their 
room than their compahy. A man may live 
withour the acquaintance of Nobles, he may be 
as free, cheartul, and rich without the kno! 
iedge of ſuch as them, One may live holily, and 
die joyfully, and may be bappy for ever, though 
he ne >ver ſaw the face of 2 Prince, though he was 
never at Court, though he lived and died a tran- 
per to all worldly friends. One may be difown 
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hy all 11s Re] non, und Pave never a friend TIT 
' eu ook fn a Bi ae aw? , by x w E: 
der the Sno ithar will Qwr: Mm, ang yet for 3! 


Ire 0 Laity atten: Ted V7 1? hk frOMPS ot Vititors, who 
oates* arc ſeldoin that, whoſe houſes are never 
clmpty : but among all that comes, God never 
Comes fo nem , as for his coi mpany they are 


'trarpers tO it; ings man} may wrue nuſe Table 
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ns Redeemer Ile cail happy, though he ha: e 
never a triend 1n the world beſides, Multitnde « of 
friends ſeldom add much to our comforts, bur 
_ to-OUr cares, A man may go to Hell fo: 
*11 his great 2c quaitance with men 3 but it's im. 
poiltble,' if we are greatly acquainted with God, 
to miſs of Heaven, When men are unkind, it 
God be Kt) 6Y I well ballanced « but if God 
frown, Wi ofe in es can comfort ? 1 may be hap- 
ſ 


Dy, though 1 am very he tm 02 "ag Dit 


v*s imp olljble x to be happy wabour Gods favour. 
To be 2 {tra oerto GoC, is to be a firaiger ro 
peace, joy, Heaven,  Q it" py” d 1 being without 
Cod ! If 1 qt declare ihe Judcement of moſt 
in the world. at  leall if their "queer ce may ſpeak 
for them. they 1 ee Veby little need of acquain 
tance Witit God, They d do not write, Aſu(t. upon 
the ings of Religion. They maſt eat, thy 

lt drink, the ad muſt ſleep, and if ney Want atty 
of theſe things, they count themielvyes in a {ad 
cond {the on. But Grader , they muſt riot, rhey muſt 
be deunk, they muſt whore, they mult have what 
their Juſt calls tor, tet ut be what is will, rhey 
£211 get ito the favour of ſuch and ſuch a x great 
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perſon whoſe diſpleaſure they have incurred: 
Theſe are things chat che world ſay muſt be 
they are reckoned among the neceflary things : 
but they do not ſay they muſt have a Chril!, 
they muit be reconciled to God, roey muſt de- 
ny themſelves, they muſt ſeek hr{t the Kingdom 
of Heaven z No, iheſe are indifferent LNINgs a- 
mongtt thera, theſe are things minded by the by, 
if not matter of {corn and jeiting, theſe the world 
think unnecef/ary things, Ic's nece eflary their 
fleſh ſhouid be pleaſed, ts necefſary the Devil 
{hould be obeyed, it's neceflary they and theirs 
ſhould be fomebo dy in the world, theſe are mat- 
ters of weight, for theſe they thiok ic worth the 
while ro toil and moil, to ride early and late, 
and to loſe their ileep, and think they can never 
do £00 muc | an«, all Tis while the Y fee no 
need at all of getting a friend for their fouls, no 
aced at all of knowing, loving and delighting if? 
God, Well, ſceins the cafe s tlius, ſeeing it is 
no great maiter whether you know 'God, or be 
args of him; Þe nor then troublcd at the day 
of Judgem ent; 1 if God look upon you as a {tran- 
er then, be nor grieved (ſecing the knowledge 
of God is _— with you) if God ſay he knows 
' you n0t ; if Gods preſ-nce be no ſuch material 
thing, complain nor then for the wart of it 3 be 
content, if you can, to hear him ſay, Depare { 
know you not. O, but thall T thus leave you, poor 
Ignorant ſinners ? Conſider for the Lords fake, 
tor thy ſou! fake, whether it be a neceſſary thing 
is avoid everlaſting burningsz is it a neceſſary 
thing to be ſaved ! Is Eternal Glory and Hea» 
yen neceffary ? dare you fay theſe are unnecef{a- 
ry things * ? If incle be neceffary, then ] am God 
0 


(15s) 
C06 arid Chri# are neceffiry ; : Py ths {s Life 
Eternal 0 RoWP God. ara 119 Ven he hath ett, 
Feſns Chrift, O how will rhe caſe be altered ere 
Jong, with the (50G - brineand Ciriit-defpiling 
wortd ! when they inhall be GUILE Selpoued of 5 NI 
that which they priz: > above the know! 2dge of 
God, when ali heir friends "Maj appear £0 be 
enemies, Wien all their hopes ſhall be ſwept down 
like a Spiders web, O will rney not then be of 
this mind, that ir was no ſuch Nt »hr mater rhar 
1 was 10 ecarnelt with them about, that acquain= 
rance with- God was-n0 ſach unneceflary t ting 
as they rook it ©: bez and that there Was More 
need of Setting an mterelt in Chrift, than \f 
rrnnmng to 2 Play- houſe, or a V. /hore-houſe. 
How will they rend the skies with their fruitleſs 
wiſhes ? How will the Mountains ecci10 with 
ther” doleful lamentations ? O that God would 
but know them /  O that they might not hear 
that word, Depart ! bur feeing all that roo little 
purpoſe, how then will they exclaim againit 
chemieives? O thar they ſhould be ſuch fools, 
tat they ſhould beſo madiy beſotted, as ro neg- 
lect the looking ater acquain cance With God, 
Time was, that God would have had them ts 
come to him ; he called afrer rhein, mens for 
them again and again, bur they would none of 
His company, they deſired not the knowl age 
of the moſt High ; they ſaid to Iim, Depa: 
from us : and now they have what they then 
defired; now . they fce that ihe 109 yagi nad 
cauſe enough ro ſay what they did, and a thon= 
fan! times more, As troubleſome as - Was to 
hezr of Hell, i*s worſe to fee! A, ſhey ſee 
now Auſt is ior the Soul, and not ic Body, Q 
SEP 


OR (147) 
that men and women would be now as ſerious 
in their judgments about theſe things as they 
wiil be ſhortly ? Conſider, O man, that as little 
as thou mindeit theſe rhings, theſe are the only 
things that are neceflary. Thou muff bave @ 
0d for thy Friend, a Chriſt for thy Saviour to 
fave thee from thy fins, or elſe thou 21uft be 
damned, orelſe thou «ft be curſed for ever. 
Thou mayit lie racked upon thy bed of ſickneſs, 
where none can help thee; thou mayſt rot ia a 
{tinking dungeon, where no man can relieve thee 3 
thou mayſt be roaſted in the flames, and yer for 
all this be a happy man. Worldly eaſe, pleaſure, 
health, riches, are none of thoſe abſolutely neceſ= 
fary things, A man may £0 to Hell and have them 
x}, and a man-may $0 to Heaven and want them, 
Thou mayſt have Eternal Reſt in another Life, 
though thou hait ſcarce a day of eaſe in this. 
One may be «a Favorite of God, though as mi-- 
ſerable as Fob. But what wiil-you. ſay, of that 
mai that hath not a God to go tow, This, this is. 
the mierable man with a witneſs ? Qighat feeinp- 
mens lives are fo-thorr, they would wiſelF husband 
their precious time 1n Minding nothing but neceſ-_ 
{ary things ! O that unneceFaries might be cut off. 
When I am about to undertake a buſineſs, let me 


 ask my Soul this queſtion ; O my foul, is this 


2 butineſs of abſolute neceſlity ? haſt chou not 
ſomething of greater importance that is yer 
undone? We enter not into the Litts for ho« 
nour, where 1t is no great matter, Whether 

e conquer, or no ; we perſwade not men 
£0 baſie themſelves about toys, we are not io 1m= 
portunate about a thing of nothing, No Sirs, as 
unneceflary as you think theſe things we ſpeak oS 
are, 


are, Cre long FY u Will lay 45 myc ch 4% We do. aid: 
>; you"! thortiy find, that ir was as ttuch 
Worth HAT 


NioOre tO 


as yVur life and happineſs 
Theſe are things we muſt mind you of, 
lfe we h d r Fo Is | 
eile we hazard Our fou!: 

th:t you muſt mind "oh 


{take. 


Fats 


{) thar what is wanting of that rature, 
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elfc 


d they are 
you {1a LAC d 
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'2Y af. 


things 


I want fignthcant words eno! np 5h, 10 £x- 
pres he weight anc importance of theſe things, 


miphi be 


ſupplied with tezrs, groans and compatlions, 


( O 


{peak of ſuch ſeri 


I] am through mercy 
that ] were more lo ) 


1090s matters ſo fliphtly. 


athamed ot my own heart, 
that 1 ſhould 


It 1s 


notnow a time to jeit, O my foul, when thoy 
4:t to difcourſe with miferable men and worner, 
which retuſe their happineſs, and doat upon their 
Thou art now about a work that con- 
Tell me dear 
friends, do you in ſober ſadneſs believe that you 
do you indeed know that 


miſery. 


cerns fouls, 


have immortal fouls ? 


and their eternal {tate. 


your ſouls are naturally enemies to God, and 
that if you be not reconciled to God, that 
yo! muſt be deair with as enemies 2 do you real- 

ly believe all this ? do you believe what a dread- 
full ching it 15-to look ſuch an enemy 
when he fhall fir in Judgement ? ee, do you 


belieys Wit | 
and to dwel) with ever 


f3mes, 
ls Y oO" not 


as 


it 


is to he down 


in the face 


TH uring 


laiting burnings 4 
Fall into the 


think it 3 fearful thing to 


me tell you, vou are worſe than mad ; 
believe all thts, 
$210, Whether = GU CONCcelVe IT Ute 
the urmoſt care 


quainted Witt) ©: 


{FIN 
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43nd 
F, do, #% $.;! 
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then tet 


diitpence 


hands of a living God ; and if You do not, let 
if you do 


me ask you A- 
ceftir Y «0; uſc 


| of 
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the wrath to come ? Ofriends,' 1 call you fo, and 
ji believe moſt of you love me dearly ! O rthar 
you would do me one kindneſs; I ſhould count 
'r the greateſt Kindneſs that you can do me, why, 
«hat is that you ſay ! why, i ic 15 but to pity your 
own Sonls, and to mind that one thing neceifa- 
£Y, and to pitry tem that are ! mourning for your 
dry « eFes, and hard hearts” What Jay you to ail 
this ? it you nave any thing to fay againſt che 
neceliity of thee things, I am ready to plead the 
caſe with you, SiC W ell, if it be not necefſar 'y 
£0 k! OW God and Chriſt, 21Q 2 ay In provi! LOT 
for eternitY, W bac then is veceſfary ? ' If it be noc 
neceſ7; ry to ſerve, love, and dc iioht in birny who 
cat Geliver rom everlaſting death, and rcward 
with everlaſting life, what then is / Once more, 
for your Souls fak £S coniider what you do, when 
oa vigoroully puriue worldly things, and look 
npon the ({xvour, and diſpieaiure of God, as ſmall 
things ! O write not thele things down amongit 
the ſuperfluons Longs Which are to be rinded uy 
the by. Remember this, that it 1s. very poſſih! 
for a man co be exceedins holy, and yer © 'be 
altogether unknown to the world z but ir is alto- 
eerhe r impoilible to be I :uly happy, and yer un- 
acqu ainted with God. 

17. Heis a tryed Friend, Thouſands and Mil- 
i1ons can from their own expertence, fay all this , 
whiclrT have {a1d of him, and much more 3 but 1 
1:21] paſs this over at p! -cſent, having hinted. it al- 
ready, and becauſe it may be I may touch upon 
{ornerhins of the ſame Nature hereafter. 

15, He is an everlaiting Friend, I ſhall be but 
—_ in {peaking oo this head, becauſe what 

ight have been ipoken of this, fell under that 
ok 


Io00 


of 1115 immorality. Yet : becauſe js POlſthle to con» 
cetve 'Efo!e inmonat n 2mielf, and yer by reafon 
of 2938s default, his kindnefs to hi im 10 Þe finites fo 
15 1\ reip ct of the Angels thai fell from him. 
But now Þle fed þ e free Grace, man fands upon 
{nret Gronnd 1 then ever ne did, tl Te Ciitidrer T03! God 
ave a hrmer bottom by far then Adam had when 
e was 11 Paradice : his itate is more ſecure, beings 
ance united to God ; in Cariſt, then that of the An- 
cels of Heaven in their firſt Ureat! On. For that 
their State was muta bles I5 ae 6605 ade bur 
now blefied be rich goodneſs, if we cari but mzke 
fare of reconciliation with God, again it is impot- 


fible for us ro muſcarry, © 'ath congar A 3nd he 


Will erform. it, that the of olory might have 


1 r's « 
LE more itre "ng Con! aries Jy If 4,534,9,10, For this 
is as the waters 0 7 Noat . #0 r / hae ſworn that the 


W: ters of | N oah ſhould no 1 ore 80 over t12C 64 wth, fo 


ave 1 ji ors that 1 would not be wrath with the ee, 
nor rebuke thee. For the mountains fall aeparty 
and ihe Hits be removed, Cut ”y kindn eſs ſhall nos 
Gepart from thee, neither thall the Covenant of my 
eace be remove ed, faich the Lord, that vath ne pe 
rhee. Gods children need not tear diſ-inheriting ; 
1s Sits, ang callings : ire Without repentence If 
God luyed us while we were enemies, how much 
more being reconciled will he continue his love 
tous; once a Ch:id of God, and a Child of God 
for ever; once in favour, and never out of if 
again, Rem. 8, 35, 39" Who fhak fepa Fate #8 
from the love of Ci; 'ij6 £ Jhal 'ribul, ation, Or At- 
fereſs, or perſecutwn, or famine, of nahedneſs, or 
peril or /word, Nor heighth,zor depcls, nor an: 7 ether 
creature ſhall be able to ſeparate ws from the love of 
God, which i; in Chriſt F< [ms eur Lor 4, - Who car 
pluck 


« 


« 
[ 


2 a” : 
he work of Grace throughly wrought upon 
tum, wu 1s impoſſible | chat God ſhould forſake 
ſuch 4 one. God can't but be true rhough man be 
falle, he can't but vaiue the ſatisfaction and 1n- 
terceilion of his Son, he can't Forget his own na» 
a, 11-44 15,16, Car a oman forget her ſucking 
(/ mud, that ji: jÞ> 41d not Bat cormpatſion 9 the 5on 
of he r W oiip ? Yea, they may fog, ret will T nat 
forg 428; be, Benddd 1 have graven thee #pori the 
p47 b711S « of y Bands -* thy Wait: are COATES 8; al'y before 
PIC, (CO, & Go not ſay but thy God: may iufpend 
the rſreimig NmMmarions of "y love ; nay, he 
may: quite hide 1s fac?, and bis dearett onts may 
look 1 apon tnenitelves as free among the dead, they 
may reckcn themſelves fact As have NO 4CCUa1n-- 
rance with God, and yer f Ir all this be exc -eding 
dear to God; this 1s clear*d by every Gays expe 
rience. Nay, I may ſay, 1 believe thar NN are Ve- 
r7 tew of them which know what Gods preſence, 
fmiles,and love is, bur know in ſome meaſure what 
it i5 io have his jace tyd, = vn in ihe dark, arid 
ſee no light. Jt ts no nnuſual thing of 2 Child of 
God to gueſtion Rts realy ro fear whether all chat 
be ever did were not in hypocriſte and formality z 
have not the beſi bcen inade ſomeumes 39 quelt!- 
on (eipec ally upon ſome notable tally whether, 
whar they did forme: ly, 4:d nor procced from 
meer common grace, or tone lets fpiricvat prin- 
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ciple then the lite © 
__ them, Were there ever any ; 
of Adam, whom rich mercy hath plucked as 
Fire Lewd out of the fire, ro whom the Lor 
hath ſbewed his maryellous kindncts, and love in 
Chrift, that * tail kept their Watch 
chat have walked ſo cloſely with God, fo as 424 
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{rOUHIie "10 PAs ng with ins deareit 5 z0N, And fend > 
TIEN lum mto the worid to Manage 11S Erear 
work. of reconciling man to himſelt? why elſe 
was that precious ood thed ? and to What PILL 
pole fhomd he fend fo many Prophers, Apolties, 
and Minittcrs, for jo many undreds of years, 
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4+ Nay, fo willing is he tO rect hen, not- 
withſtanding ail their backſlidings, this he teacl:- 
ah them how they may adrar themicives © 
him moſt acceptably, ke puts words is their 
mouths which FDEP way uſe with good ſucces 
When they come before him, '/zeſ. 14-1,2,4. Nay, 
that firners may be the more confirmed in their 
expetation of Is favour, he hath  _— ily 
LWOrn, T hat be delights on 171 rhe teath of ſin 
aHErS, but tad :; Ather 1 | Dey | (ox "> et and lives 1, 
Wherefore elſe 15 it that we are fo tiraichtly 
commanded, as we will anſwer the neglect upon 
our peril betore God at thar rerribje day>- that 
we preach the Word in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon ? 
To what purpoſe {ould Paxt expoſe himſelf to 
10 many hazards both by Sea and Land : Why 
{1.0n}d he teach this Doftrine of Reconciliation 
Might and day with tears * Doth he nor tell you 
that he did all this by Divine Dif peniation, and 
Mat i was as much 2s his Soul was worth to 
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will you ftand halting between ro ? love that 
which will Jaft on. De Acquainiced with him 
chat is Willing and abie to do moit for thee. 
Is the worid worih fnore now then 1t was in 
David; time, when ne preferred the _— oE 
Go. betore thouſands of Gold and. * ver ? Is 
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thee from fears. So thee a {tom b, DrOCUCE LICE 

eaſe, rectine thy conttitution; Will ;3t do tots, OC 

willitnot? it not, why ſhouldit thou vaiue that 

V, hict f can do {o little for thee, before that whict: 
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x 0 = | dra, ied at [at 
to dhe wiſe, \Whar is God like ro get by your 
ove, or !oſe by your hatred ? \hac bave you 
to hoalt of 2 What exceilenctes ro fet you out ? 
what portion to advance you, that you {tand thus 
upon your tearms Come, let's hear a little whar 
ir is thou thinkeſt fo hichly of thy felt for. IT am 
ſure your over-great beauty can't commend you ; 
tor a Black- moor may: with better reaſon brag 
of comlineſs, then ſuch a teformed loathſome 
creature can of Dear | am ſure your helpful- 
nels will not ſpeak for you; for thonarta crazy, 
gba ſickly c cred I that will colt God more 
0 cure ihee, then thou art worth a thouſand 
times 
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thall they lie at you day and night to give your 
conſent, and to be willing ; and are you {ill un- 
willins ? Well if all this | fipnihe little, and you 
miſs of Chriit at laſt, nd be not acquat nted with 

(200 3 after all | cemembe! iC Was YOu own doings: 
ILLEGAL __ 2 LHOUPUT 15 Srearer W! {dom to marry 
the Servant then the } , bo Ly the Rebel 
rather then your loving Prince, emempber VOu 
preferrea ft ara" b LIg! hr, Hell before 
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Heaven. { cali Heaven and Farth 3 q Record 
tat 1] have fet Lite and Dearb befo 


113 gay re 
Voug and you Hand as if it were fo difficulr a 
tArter to reſolve which were the beſt, This 
fours irangely, 2nd every one Will he ready to 


2 vol UPON thar mans forebead that ats 
thus. Hola Man, be nor coo ready to paſs thy 
cenlure bet >re thou lvok Within thee, Dofſt thou 
ſee an abſolute need ot Chriſt : ” Doit thou adore 
is infinite love arid Ki ndnels * ' Dolt thou give 
thy ſelf ro him tor thy Lord d, and rec ceive him for 
beirer for worſe, come 0n it What Will © Or doſt 
tou Not rath CL ipend | ny though - 10d jet our 
thy attections upon the vanities an d plea ſures of 
the world ? Doit ihon not love Father and: 
Mt other, Wite and Children f Brethr fi and Q 
itezc, Houſe and Lands more then him 5 Why, 
tf this be thy caſe, I mult ſay thouarr one of the 
Fools that loves Death and hateſt Life, thou cal- 
ie;t that folly in another, which 1n thy ſelf thou 

courteſt wifdom, IT wonder who 1t is that you 
ive £0 pleaſe all this while } 1s nor the hand of 
7oay in all this ? haiti nor Satan been deep in re- 
carding this match ! hath nor he a dclion to mar- 
ry | thee ro ſome painted Luft, chough he undoe 
thee for ever ? and mull he be pleat; ed rather chen 
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of motives drawn trom the quaiitications of him 
whom 1 wonld fain have you acquainted with, 

and that fhall take in all that can be ſaid on this 
zead, [1; 18 This ; ge roy Ove  UtOge- 
ther Ic at hcd he is made up of love, £00dnels, and 
all exccljenc IES; arid whatioever hes -afure, del: iohe 
and con »n# pop nd in the Creature, If 15 Trar, 

RN =e nin, be 1s the ciefelt of ten thous 
ſands; ask 05 rhem that by Faith have feen him, 
inquire : Of Li s Spouſe in the Camnries, and ack 
Wat 15 her 4 wed, more then anotaer beioved 
whit there 15 in God and Chriti more then in 
the worid, and the will almoit wonder, that 
any one ihat 1s rational ſhou'd asx fo fockih 
a queition 3 the thinks you ciught with as muct; 
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weight and reaſon, if venemency 2nd earneftne(s 
may 


(177) 
them berore the whole W /orid ? Is urine 
conſiderable qualification to make up rhis march ? 
who 10 ſuitable for the Soul, a Spirit, as God 
a Spirit? Who can _— it's vaſt _ ;nfinga 
defires, but inhoity it felf? Have poor in 
Creatures cat Dave quire undone themfetv 
by their folly and indifcretion need of a wiſe 
Couniellor to wind them our Gf ther fad In - 
cricacies 22 who 15 there among the profound 
Polititians and grave Sages of the world to be 
compared unto him 7 Doth a dying man that 
hath a never-dying Soul, that 1s to paſs ſpeedily 
10to 2n eternal farelack an ever-dying & imMor 
tal friend, that may ſtand him in ſome Read, when 
al! his Relations are dead and rotten ? i not God 
——— ? Are not friends fomietimes furtheſt 
off from one, when one hath moſt need of them ? 
Is not he then 4 friend highly to be prized, who 
can, who will never be abſear F fort, not God 
ioly ena and earth {© What think you Or A 
Soul-iriend ? Is not fuch a one worth the looking 
- after, rk takes care that your Soul to be Fure 
thall not miſc my ?* Whoever did more {or Souls 
then Chrift ? Will it not be true prudence to 
make jure Of wes friend as we mult bave for onr 
friend, or weare miſerable for ever ? aid where 
is ſaci a one co be found , but he that hath the 
o "IPL of heaven an hell ? which i moſt conſ1- 
derable, Iime,or Ecernity#and. whom {hall 1 moit 
Vaiue, ___ promifeth preſent pleaſures thar 
ace loſt as foon as felt , or him that will beſtow 
everlaſting favours ? and are there not at Gods 
right hand pleafures for -yermore? It the trial 
and experience of fo many millions may ſpeak 
11s commendTtion., will not all that ever * knew 
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(179) 
you, the Bridegroom 1s at the door : Behold he 
$ AC he door, and will YOU 5 tet him krock £ 
What Father, Husband, 2 Ki: 1gdom ? Whar 
words are theſe ? Wilt thou O 1 mighty fFebovah 
be my RN Wil tibo0u O bleſſed Jeſus be my 
Husband 2? fhall 1 have a Ky ScOMm ' Whar, me 
*] "Child, 2 cwoule! YO ths Kit © ( } glor y 9 31 Heir 
of glory ! Grace | Grace ! Amen, Hallelujah, Be 
t rothy ſjervanrs wes ro thy word ! but 
who are we, 22d What 1s our fathers houte, that 
chou hait bro aght us Hit bers? ” and nok 0 Lord 
Cod, what ſhallthy fervants fay unto thee ? for 
we are ſilenced with worder, and mult fir down 
with aitomithment, for we cannot otter the leaſt 
tittie of thy praiſes ? W "ar meapeth che highth 
}f this irange love ? Othat che God of heaven 
and earth ſhould condeſcend to enter intro Cove- 
nant with his duit, and to rake into his boſom the 
viperous brood, that have often ſpit their venome 
in his face ! We are not worthy to be as the hand- 
maids, to Walſh the feet of the ſervancs of our 
Lord { How much Jeſs ro be thy Sons and Heirs, 
and to be made partakers of all thoſe bleſſed Li- 
berties and Privi Vis which thoa haſt fetled up- 
on vs3 but for thy goes fake, and according 
ow own heart, hz Mole thou done all thnete great 
bing 7s, Ever: fo Father, becaiiſe ſout fermed poud 318 
thy hot ot. Wherej ore tho art Greals 0 G5 A for 
here 75 FHOTTE [ik <2 thee, eubier 13 there an I? (384 Bem 
(des thee, & what nation on earth 1: 5 LiRE th v pe Lge, 
WH 1H God Werit fo YC! Aee 1 for G ; peo b {C10 11,7 Te: if, « 
'2 make Dim a name, to do- for them orcat things 
4184 terrible ? for tnow þ ajt ; edſir 166 TEM 19 
| 0 ve p people Hild trive oY E421 
\ art become their God. Wonter, 
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( 180) 
O Heavens, __ be me ved, O E arth, at this great 
thing | For, vol, t "IE T. abe rnacl: of M0 1 15 wth 
wh 1g and he w Iv 2 dwell with them, and t! 2, fhall ve 
bis 2846-07 ; Go 1 hunfelt (hall b > with them, and 
be their Gel, "Be aftonithed and raviſhed with 
wonder. for the infinite breach js made ny he of 
_ r is received, and God and man are recon- 
iled, and 3 Covenant of peace entred,and Hea- 
ven and Earth are agreed upon the tearms, and 
have &ruck their hands.and ſealed the Indertures. 
<Q) happy couc luſion 1!O bleſſed conjunction! Shall 
Ae Stars dwe!) with the duſt? Or the wide diſtant 
'5les be brought to mutual em braces and coha- 
bi tarion?But herc the diſtance of the tearms is in- 
finitely greater, Rejoyer O Angels! jhozr O Sera. 
phims- / Oallthe friends of the Iridegroom and 
Bride, prepare an Z pirhs ilaminm, be ready with 
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wonders!for Fehov2h hath berrothed himtelf for 

ever to his hopeleſs Captives,and owns the mar - 
rage before all the world, and 1s become one 
With us,& we With him;he hath bequeathed to us 
the precious things of the earth þ encath, with the 
fulneſs thereof, and hath kept back nothing from 
us. And now, O Lord, thou art thar God, and 
thy words be true, and thou haſt promiſed this 
£60dneſs unto thy ſervants, and haſt left us no- 
cbing to ask at thy hands, but what thou haR al- 
ready freely cranted, Only the word which thou 
Naſt ſpoken concerning thy ſeryanis, eſtabliſh it 
forever, and do as thou halt ſaid, and let thy 
Name be magrihed for ever, faying, The Lord of 
Hoſt be 15 the God of Tſrael. Amen. Fla Helajan. 
And how do you itke this muſick, O ye the loit 
vons and Daughters of  Adamthow d do you relifh 
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theſe Daintics ! what do you thmk of this match ? 
Some vou fee have been ſo wiſe, as with the frea 
427] ey, can for their fonls, to cloſe 
choſe happy offers 6 [ grace. You hear how 
DIVE! 'y 1 nave pelrowe To theraſelyes, 
and nGcw they re Made for ever. And what do 
you lay £9 the fame propoſats bave they iG 
much reaſon to bleſs the day that ever ſuch a 
FaGtIOn Was M2 de ?* have they aule to rejoyce 
f Ote hiefſed overtures, Or are they 
wy ; be e flighted by you ; wil! Chriſt he worſe 
ro yoo! a gs em ? is - aven and Lappineſs Jets 
of 
Soul be n © 111 a: [0 you, then It Wo wid 
DAVE hs ( UN Ss ? Wilgot Heaven, Chriftan 
Glory be a5 NE worth your acceptance as theirs: 
ar, are you willing to be ſavt out when the 
earoo0M © comes to teach his Spouſe home : 
r,to fre ſuch, as you thovght your 
inferiours, ad vanc CEt.-. an 4 YOUTr elf deſfp; fed ? 
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Bight weep in fecret for thy. folly 1! O that you 
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azve your heart-bloody. Do nor make your felt 
miſerable [0 pleate. any Living 3 G0. not (19! iT 
C:orilt. becauſe mutt : do {o3 0 not with them ro 
Heil for company, Bur th: it, if it be poſithle, | 
might * er{w: ae y Ous ] hail add ſome NOTre mo- 
tives, tc a wil Wit! | you £0 pet acquainted with 
God, which {am certain will ether work that 

Liefled 


( 182 
blefed eftet, or rife up againſt you to the aggra- 
vation Of your confuſion, in thar great and terri- 
ble day . 
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Fhe firſt eifect of its acquaintance with 

Coy is, 11 inikes. the ſonl numble, and confe- 
nent} is: the fon] for greater COmmunicaiions 
G04 1t113,2nd © do God the oreater ſeri: e: 
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KFIJQ COMES INFO THe SOul, He DI mos fick a plo- 
. ? 
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FOrMUty, Z tat. 113. 1309, Il 5e entrance 97 thy wor 
or £49 tt, Jt » en © 74 CE17 undcrfhi mnding £0 i2e fomple, 
butore the SOUL was acquainted with the word 
O05 GG0d, and DY that had {tome Ciicoveries of Gong 
ge fo 1t Our of the Word, why it Vain the 
dark, and jaw nothns at all of its own vilencſs, 


it took 10 aotice of that Sink, that Hell t Nat was 
Within jt, conitder not its own Treaſon as 110 
tlie I od of Heaven and Earth, and the dan 10e- 
rous SpA that it did run every moment up- 
on thar z nt; but the Sov! tought very well 
of its own. Hare. it Latte red it felt in its own in- 
Guiry , the man tluinks he is rich and 1ncreaſed 
in co0ds, and hath need (of Caokives but whet 
be comes ro look into his Pariſe,- ro open his 
Nw. 


164: 


(153) 
Treaſury, and to tell over all his Gold and Sf- 
ver in the light, why then he perceives a fad 
miſtake: al} his $lver is drotlte, and the beſt 
Riches that he hath js but dung : . When the 
tioht comes in, he fees the carkneſs of his 
Linderitanding, the . perverſeneis of his will, 
the dijorderiinets of his Aﬀections, the diftemper 
of th | whole {o11! He ty of, Ee [OK himſelf fOr 2 
beautiful creatire, but by his light & this plaſs he 
E1 eholde 
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heaps of luſts crawling up and down,  Hicit before 
ay Up a1 ernd d, nd then that man that reckoned 
himfelf {> happy,cries out, O wrote ed: man that 1 
2717. V0 foatt achruty me wha: ſs if F cO7obe fſavedt 
[am prdore, undone. how fhail Z live, wh 
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about fir, but now he wond.irs that they are no 
Is WE a Be 
more carneſt in their nreaching of it down. It 
ens F I T6 = * FY _ WER $344 PRyY F j tht 
W454 little White afng tNat ME MNDOUCNT DIMFELL 
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CE 
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Deart, Wounded, fainting and reacy t0 dve z* he 


, 
made full accourt thar te was pure, but now he 
cries out unclean, unclean; it was nt long ſince 
te ſaid wich indignation, am | blind alſo ? but 
now he cries out , arid will not be filenced, have 
mercy upon me Feſus, thou Son of David, and 
grant that I may reczive my fight. His language 
is much altered , he can now fay, was ever ſuch a 
ſinner as I pardoned ? Will ſuch a prodigal ever 
be received ? ſhall ſuch foul offences as mine be 
forgiven ? if God ſhould look upon me, and give 
me a Chriſt, and pitty me, and catt his skirrs 0» 
ver me, While i lye in my blood, if the Lord 
ſhould 100k upon me, it wonld be ſuch 2 wonder 
: N 4 L12K 
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( 185) ) 
his own righteouſneſs, he ifly juſtifieth himſelf ; 
but wher, the holy God comes a Jtle nearer to 
bim, when he throws off that dark clond with 
which he! 129 man! ed RY and when he cauſed 
that eforious brighinels ro break forth upon Job, 
and made him to fee a — e of his Holineſs, W1- 
i and Jutt ce, then how is he even atbamed and 
conſounded within himſelf, thar he ſhould ever 
itand fo rmuch upon bis ovvn | jul tACation, Job 42. 


68.4 / 'Þ: 4Ve Hear -d of trace CY 7177 IE Ay 37/0 of © Ne & 0” 
DH? 16W 74136 eye je 4 th tte, "Wit / at or Ws 
fe!f, and repent tt auſr und ajnes, Vhen he comes 


0 obe better acquainted With; (300d, how ltrangely 
s h15 note changed Je ; and | might {37 when he was 
us abaled DO X peedily doth God raiſe him to 

- worder.. man [ _ «Ah of God tt gentry years 
| OfPeter . a0 d Tet never ab or himſelf with duſt 
and athes, never lec any vitenels that 1s 10 His na- 
never be broug :r off from his own righte- 

ever adnure that he is Kept Out of hell? 
( but when be comes to fee God , and £0 be ac- 
quaimed with him, bow doth he cry out of him- 
ſcitas unworthy ro breath 1n the air, as delery- 
0s noting bur wrath , then he hath nor a word 
to ſay tor the poodnef, his own heart, now he 
can ſay with aſtoniſhement | O inhaitepartence ! 
() urnmeaſureable googrneſs ! O the dephits of 
(30ds love! He aw be merciful indeed that can 
pardon juch fins | That mutt be goodneſs indeed 
Lat can be "Y to me! That. is love wuh a-wit- 
neſs, that can 1mbrace ſuch a loarhiome monſter ? 
What was it that made Airaham call himſelf 
Quit and aihes ? What made Davidto fay he was 
a worm and no man ? What made Tjaiah ſpeak 
its debaſipgly of himſelf f why thefe were ihe 
friends 
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(186) 
Friends of God, they bad viſions of that holy 
One. When 1s it that the people of God are mo## 
ingenuous in their confeilions * when do they 
moſt treely pour. out. their fouls before God ? 
When 1s 1t that they moit readily open their foars 
o; 1d defire that they ſhould DC icarched, but 
wier this Creat Chyrurgion comes 10 their chanm- 
ber ? thoſe which before where whole, are now 
iick, ful} of plague joars, head and heart fick, 
GCangeroutiy f1ck. An no WiOie Part in ten : 
they can fay more againſt themſelves now, then 
ever the Miriiter could; thei can aggravate theic 
fins, ard Jay Joads tpon themſelves; and they {ce 
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to the darkneis of Hell, Now itnev can cry 64 
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fouls ro any thing that js good , 2nd incl - 


nation tothat which 1s bad : Iney ſay 25s well 
as David, T hat they were 60r4 it ſta, and in RIGHT 
t7 aid their mother concertve them; they think eve 
ry thing too good for them, all mercy 0n this fide 
everlaſting miſery, They count every bit they 
eat , and every drop they drink more then they 
deſerve. They think themſelves unworthy ofthe 
leaſt of Gods mercies, Ger, 32, 10. Ofhets 
ſay thankſgivings, but he feel; them , others'fay 
confeilions, but he feels them, Ir is one thing for 
a man tO ſpeak of his own unworthineſs, and 2- 
nother thing to ite under the fſente 67it. The hear 
and tongue are 0 diftinct members. The heart 
may 


(187) 
may ſpeak that which rhe tongue can't utter, and 
the tongue may utter that which the heart never 
felr. But a wan that is brought into acquain- 
tance with God, ſpeaks what he experiences, or 
rather his experience is greater then he ſpeaks, (0 
thic he doth not diflemble with God, when he 
confefferh his {in before him. They lay themſelves 
as low as Hell ; this is humility , and this an ef- 
tt of acquaintance Wit! Gcd. Hence 1t 1s chat 
Paul faith of himfelF. E'ph. 3.8. Unto me wio am 
leſs then the leaſt of all Saints 4s this grace given, 
that 1 ſhould preach among the Gentiles the mn- 
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learcnable riches of Chriſt ; and tO wake all men jee 


, 


what 1s the fe ilyy (hip, cc. He wants words to 
expreis Gods preatneſs, and ns own fmallneſs, 
Now, what was it chat wade Par ſpeak and think 
lus of himſelf? There was a time when Part 
nould have fpit 1n ary ones face that ſhould have 
,moke as much ag2n;t him, as he did againſt him- 
felt. What 16 it that hath wrougat ſuch a ftrange 
iteration In this greit Ravi: , and made him fo 
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'ittle? Why, this acquaintance with God, the 
(7 CL BY ke laid eh; ; 
Tohr of Chriſt was the thing that laid this proud 
v0 .. gu p }. ”e x L : ® 4 - xy b An 1, R 
I*raritee in tne dUit , ard made him bind ailo#.: 


Mark this, always tie more heavenly any man 
's, thermore humbie, See Ex04. Zu. 2 $am, 7.18, 
It I ſhould appeal ro the experiences of Saints, and 
ack them, when they bad the loweſt thoughts of 
themſelves, would they not fav, when they were 
nearelt God ? Now, wonld you walk humbly, 
vou mult walk with your God; would you ſce 
more of your own deformity ; why then you 
mult labour to ſee more ot his holineſs, more of 
his beauty. Contraries ſet neer one another, ap- 
pear more viſibly. | 
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(138) 
2. Another excellent effe& of Acquaintance 
with God , 1s, riut it will make a man fall uport 
{\1n in alaTaTe eALNcit, When vals 01} {ce OW int - 
fin tely goo t50 is. 1 can'; but fee an unſpeak= 
able evil mM br . WFPJC!? 1s {© dire ly CO NORET LC} 
him, When rhe i5ul hach really entred into a 
eapue with God, it prelemily bids defiance to 
1s enenies;, when he Drgins ty be at peace 
with God, be prefoprly commenceth a war 4-« 
painit his adverſaries. Friendihip with God 
mak es CnmMILY againit Satan, That which for- 
merly the man rolled wr nder Sp tonoue 25 a {weer 

mortel, js now hike gall and we rmwoOd ro þ Mm. 
He that Comecimes dra commit inquiry with gree- 
dineſs, can now ſay, that it 15t Ne oreatelt folly 
2nd madneſs 0 the world ; be knows that it 4s 
3n evil and 4 bitte: thing, a< ſweet af taited 
when bs oallare - wiz Gitempered ; be that glo- 
ried in hi is Wicked neſs, n0W accounts it the great. 
eſt we in th he world ; and hates the x g27ments 
Which are beſported with th- fleth, wich ſome- 
times he took for beaut ial r raiments. The burnr 
child dreads the fire : _ tin bath colt his friend dear, 
; he child can? | 
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Mm Gea! 00, love thar knife 
which ftabb'd his Farber, He knows how {weer 
(God 15 . and how much be hates fin, and that if 
he would have GolJs company , he muit bid <: 
everlaſting arc wel t9 his deercit beloved {ins and 
therefore rattic en he will offend f 
friend, he will For w e747 mn pieces before th 
Lord. Hewill as foon cu of 9ve hand with £1 
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in, He that thoughr betore that it was no great 


(199) 


matter ro Damn, Curſe, and Tear ; but a trick 
of youth to Whore, and no harm to do what 
one had a mind to; to Exi and Drink, and Talk, 
and ileep as one liſts, to give ones Lu't what. 
ſoever it call'd jor ; he thar conld once make a 
mock of ſin, and Sleep ſecurely upon the top 
of a maſt, and thought ir a piece of Gallantry 
io dare the Almighty, and was ready to jaughh 
at them which durit nor be fo Prodigal of 
rheir Souls, as himſelf; the cafe is now won= 
derfull altered with him, he now ſees the Har- 
lor {tripr naked, he beholds how Joathſome ihe 
whore 1s now her paint is waſhed of, fin and 
hell are a like to him 3 tempt him to folly, and 
he will ſoon antwer in Foſephs language, Haw 
ſhall T do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
Gea ! He that ſometimes thought fin the only 
pleaſure, and looked upon the Devil and the 
world as the only Friends , now ſees his dange- 
rous miſtake, and bleſſeth God that his eyes are 
opened before he corfies into another world ; be 
knows now that holineſs is the only pleaſure, and 
God is the only Friend, and fin, and rhe world 
are as mortal enemies as the Devil himſelf ; he 
believes that if he venture upon ſin, he muſt ven- 
ture upon the diſpleaſure of his Friend, whoſe 
favour he ſet more {tore by than all the delights 
under Heayen, and whoſe loving kindneſs he 
Judgeth to be better chen life it felt. When the 
Soul is once acquainizd with God, how ſtrange- 
ly are its apprehenſions of things altered ? Now 
he calls Things and Perfons by their right 
Namez good he calls good, and evil evil , 
where as before he called evil good, and good 
evil, 
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ww, _ put light for darkne's, and darkneſs for 
ht . , BW believes RK the zealo! is COMPy 
{1054Le Miniſk »rs Lat i; fo much ag2:aſt fin, 
had reafon en US: TC [ 11d ten times as much 
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in; be plainly iees What is the preat Make- 

bate between God and Man, he hath now t 
"v . " 

Wit TO Unve hal tis that hath kept good 


any, 0 10ng froam'h = 1; Tell him now of a Re- 

2 Whore, -he h EP as hve thou thouldit per- 

ke bim to part with his {trength and liberty 
and grind ina mill , he reckons you might as 
rationally defice him ro Jeap 11 £0 a bottomleſs 
pity, 19 rak e up bis everlaſting lodging in a Bed of 
flames, and to make light of Damnation. Let 
Men and Devils uſe what Arguments they wall 
to prevail with him, now to cloſe with tempta- 
tions, be-1s ſure he hath a ſtronger againit them, 
he bath a ſenlible Argument within, "which will 
anſwer all, if they had ten thouſand times as 
many more then they can produce : The love of 
Chrift makes him abhor the motion ; God 1s my 
Friend, dathes all. Shall! ſuch a one as I rake up 
Arms againit God ? thall Ithat have found him 
{6 1nfin: 'tely good ! ſhall Ithat bave experienced 
the Faithfulneſs of this friend £9 me, be to 1nh- 
nitely ungratefu! as to be thus abominably un- 
fairhful co him ? Shall I that bave fortcited my 
Life and Soul, and 1nitead of Hell have received 
Heaven, inſtead of Dainnation, Salvation; fall 
J inſtead of ! :hankfulneſs again rebell ? becauſe ihe 
Grace of God abonnds, hail fin abonnd ? God 
forbid. To a4ig0% from mercy colin IS & be = 
vil 


(191) 
's {ogick : To argue trum mercy co duty is true 
\ 1riſtianity : Ons - {Nat 1s 1Cqunairiied with God 
can expoltulate the caie with tis own Soul, and 
fay i! What meanef} thou <Q my Sovl ro: itand 
parlying with Szran ! baſt thou known what that 
1th colt thee alread y !Jovk back 10 Eden. Who 
was it that difpoflefied thy QUrandFather of that 
brave fear? What 01d Eve get by diſcourfing 
with ſuch a Cheater ;, have you nor loft enough 
airead) Y' DuUt You aut be venturing full 2 was ; it 
nothing for God of a {riend to become 2 ftranger 
and enemy ? was it a flight matrer to bediveſted of 
all :tar glory thar once thou didit ſhine 19, bur 
at now again after thou art brought into fore 
favourgthou. 11{t be rampering with that , Yan neſter 
who had like to have robbed thee Of all © artihon 
taiking of rewroing again ro Egypr ? . what, bait 
thou fo ſoon forgotren the Iron, and the Clay ? 
15 this all the thar ks that you ; the Lord for 
his unſpeakable mercy 2 Dorh he that bath done 
ſuch things for If TG rve no berrer at Your 
HANG Os is this vVour Kind 'ne{ S LO VOUT friend e 
Witat Was it 8.4 y fou!, that that undone Grea- 
care ſaid unto thee ? Did he ag :t15 4 litrie one, 
:nd thy Soul thall live { whar, did he ack a few 
merry hours that 1 ſhould ſpare my elf char I 
hould not be righreous overmuch £ Iid he { 
a ſpecta] Friend ' Ithank you jor nothing ? and 
Why adit thoa not anfwer the Temprer as Solg- 
#929044 did Bathſh ba When the ack'd 2 imail thmge 
(2s the chought) for «4 don:jair f and why dot 
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chat word was ſpoken agginit thy life , thy Soul. 
&7 Veriwows mitl, Or tay the Sroick calis him , 
eAiton.) One that T *73 God for his {riend , when 
rempietuans are prejente yt Pe YEINEH! bo rs who he. , 
RF Dow he Name + -elaten 20 God, and how t;itile 
7 ALCT { {ach an action would be to his Friend. And 
thus 2e doth reſi? the” Temptation With 4 Great 
deal of gallantry, when he remembers [11 \mſelF. 
Nay , "ord Tempt. tions to fin Go make 
Grace more to abound ? the water which was in- 
rended to cool diviric wk , proves oyl, and makes 
that noble fame to þuro more vehemently, Cant. 
S. v, 7, He deſires t0 exerciſe that Grace which 15 
contrary tothe yice winch he 15 tempted LO Witfh 
MNorc then ordinary vigour, He {tands like a rock 
in the mid{ of the S:z anſtaken ; he is ſteadtait 
ang unn mags like 2 pillar in the Temp!« of his 
God. He is much of the fame mird, in +" pointy 
th that bray? 1 exten, who ſpake thus ro him- 
furs when Temptati On was {trong. ( fr. Epiſt, 
io Zo C. 19, ) De Her ate 771 ”Y veetd Gt Yajn LY, t35 # 
great work. that lies upon thy hands, its a drome 
Work , 7/45 for a + 13s 7A . the Aingdon 7 God. 
Now remember thy G 24, let's ſee what thy love 
£9 thy God IS, YET mber hisp rebencs e, be beholds 
how thon itar leſt "e — s whether thou 
ſhouideR hgh for him Or ac init him , for {hame 
ſheyy not tliy ſelf fo] bately Ui ngeaic us : Reimer» 
ber what thy God, thy Erien 4 did for rhee at ſuc! 
_ ach a time; Remember how kindly you were. 
ntertained by {tm the raph time you Were at bits 
houſe. Whoſe Sword 3 15 that you wear by your 
fide? who gave you | it 4id : rot (50d give it yOu tO 
fipht againlt his encmies? and will you draw it 2- 
paink hicaſeif/Remcmber from whence you had all 
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and glorious as the Sun, they all be preſented 
by Chriſt to the Father withour fpor or wrinkle, 
or any ſuck thins. He knows that as j0ns a5 he 
is thus (1 lies Q by his {1n,. ! #28. Bf EaT trieng Will jOT 
take {0 nu h pleaſure in his company, Tjaze 
1nd 7 The Arkand D 4g07, God and Sin 
cir dwell in tlie ſame hearty tierefore he de- 
"es to. have icls of fins Company, that he may have 
re of Gods; none of fins company, that he 
may Pave alw ays _ GS COM any. Obſerve that 
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ey have I ſs refret. What 1s the reaſon 
that on Ee cat » fellow any thing almoſt, and an- 


Otter 15 afraid of the Izait [t appearance ofevil he 
hates the garment Jooited with the fleſh, he is as 
[cart ul of cloa: hing 1imielt with wickednels, as 
of putting onthe garments of one that hath had 
the Leprofie or Plague upon bim 3 -he hates vain 
thoughts, becauſe he loves God and his laws, 
Pi. 119. 104. I13. 

3. A — glorious effect of Acquaintance 
with God, :, thar it makes one to have every low 
and undery aluing thouphrs of the world, When 
the Saint bath been with Paul raiſed up to the 
third Heaven, when he hath had forne intimate 
converie with God, he can look the world into 

almoſt nothing z nay, if it ſtand in competirion 
zith Chriſt, be counts it but as dung and drols in 
compariſon of the excellency of the knowledge 
rue The Jeſus his Lord, Pk, 3. $8. he can then 
{et a higher yalue upon the Iighe of Ge d coun 
O23 Lenance, 
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TENANCE, TVAN UPON ALON, ard Wir Ie, An q f 28 
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It 15 becaule that poor Creatures K NOW no better, 
thar they dote to much upon the world, did they 
put KM) vhat If 15 tO nave OfNs+ look Ot 1OVe 
from Gog, were they but acquainted with the 
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them which bave been ſealted in Gods Houle, but 
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thoſe royal dainties, Taſte the w "_ Wi'O Will 

faith the Saint, give rae but 

Chriſt: compa; Vs ict me 
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more grace,more Ol 
MAE DARLA An nth 
mate familiarity with £304, Jer me bc but betrer 
acquainted with; hy My al id be tore ft 'equently.re re 
freihed with the {mijes, chis 1: al that 1] deiire up= 
GN Ccariin, thts !S all that I exp nit os make my hap- 
pinefs con mp cat im Heaven, Wrom bave 1 in tHed- 
ver butt tee f And there 15 none pen Barib that E 
Can deere 144 C07; mpar = 2 of tee, [t-was not without 
Sood real on Laatth « Þſalmiſt pres the Come 
mands of (30d above Gold and Silver ; it was no 
miltake in Solon ro count \ Wiſtom i more excel- 
lent than the finelt Gold, and more precious than 
Rubies. That (piricuzlMerchant knew what he did 
when he ſold all that he had for that Pearl of 
great price z he was ſure he ſhould be no loſer by 
ſuch a bargain, Bring me a heavenly Creature 
that hatb bad 4 view by Faith, of the Giory of 


(30.\» counenance, that bath been in his compar | 


ny, that harh been brought into his Banquetin 
houſe, iucha one ] am conhdent can eafily fpar 
that which molt Keep fuch 2 tcartul ftir about, he 
Car Fn re the world ſor them whick are like to 
navel no better a perition, Give inm bur more 
of rhoſe tpiritua] porn which he hath bad in 
communionavith God, and he defires no more. 
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He can now ſpeak it, and ſpeak it in 000d ea: 
, that there is no comparifon between chis 


worlid and anot CT; 43C.CA21 NOW. « Flo £215 world 
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and 100K UPON 1tS TYeagreit LOVELS,Aa5 per {ons that , 
velerve to be pittted rather than enyicd, whoſe 
F 5 ; 

portion is {6 {roail, whoſe happineſ: {0 1ior?, and 4 


whole miſery ana miſtake 15 {0 5reat and din 
Ir: {2 4 COMMON thin £ {Or INen 10 de 21M 2 Saint 
the world, a and ro lay, it is bur a little 11 ws, . It's 
no unaſual thing for. its great reſt Lovers to ſpeak 


NS OPS. 5. 
aSainft it, oy %oy, & is that which paſlerh 
1WaYy 3 bur yer for ali re they porive it more, 
than Heaven, 4idG Ire more carneit for 1 it, than 


the $ Salvation of their Souls, and more troubled 
at tne thought of parting with ; than ac the 
cho! 1606 of the al parting W! Th ah Je by and the Joſs 
of it troubles them more than if werell rhem of j 
rae JOis of their fouls : _ h1 as theſe will not fay, 
but that God is infi! nicely more to beloved than 
the whole world ;, bur yer it the World and God f 
{tand in competition, they ſtand nor long diſpti- ; 
1 $ 


| 
*7 
118 Wit ch n 111k S1VE ce Þ ace, the vw oria hath the / 
Uppermott room in the heart. But whence is j 


e 
tis MIA are ! How comes the Servant to Ride, | 
3: Maiter to $0 on foot ? Why is the world ' 
oeals Pugh. before God ? V Why kence i it 18, men 
know aor God, they are not acquainted Wit / 
his excellency 3 the World is ſenſible, he ſees it, 
he feels it, he taſtes jt, and ſo he doth not the 
things that arc inviſible s And no wonder then, 
that ſenſe bares the ſway ; the man wants Faith 
lize wviſtbles, he Warts ſenſes ſpiritually 
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ed v h Go xi wiiltakethe word of bis Friend for 
== a word ris bun that Whattoever 1s 
prefented to his frice, the world and all thar 
5 therein,mult cre long be hurnt a, wherenpon 


he thinks it no OT ence at al} ro hazard pre - 

fent i311ovmeiits f r furwt 'e kopeszno colly | 0 look 
2fter fomerh?nsg that will ber the fame. He 
thinks it ſcarce worth the while to be born to 
poſicſs, if it were a w! |. except he were 
ſure Of | aving ſomething after i that were better 

than what lie mer with here 3 he had rather have 
one {mile from hi friend; than thouſands of 
01d and Silver : he wonld not for a world beto 
15 POrLION TiK woe the ugh! it be never {0 large 
IC nac rat net 
on a dunghi, chan fit wit 6h Dives in a chair of 
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CONGIFONS with thoſe Which COJOY the moit of 
the ihings of this world :; he can bankfully Wank 
chat which molt commonly makes 115 poſi -fors 
miſerable. O conld you but talk with a man 
thar lives in Heaven white he 15 apon earth, and 
could you bur fee and here how much be fights 
that which you adore ! Give me neither poverty 
nor riches, -bur Food convenient for me 1s the 
n;ghelt thar he dare pray for: He had rather live 
'1 a ſmoaking Cotrane, and bave God for is 
-0mpanion,than dwell in the greatelt palace, aud 
have the Devil for his Neighbour, Counſc lor, 
Maſter. When a man 1 hach been in Heaven DY CON 
remplation, thou gh his body be upon the Earth, 
yer the beſt part of him, his affections, his love, 
j0y, and heart, 1s ſtill there. Ser .Ep.41. One that 
doth £0 averſe withGod herehe 15 indeed that earthly 
lump,hts bodyis below;b Ut conld y; "ut fe e his thoughts, 
could you look into ns he art, and [ce the inward a= 
tings of his fout, yeu |! Lowld ſee the man out of the 
world a: ſcour ng witch God, he jacks cloſe wo the 
Company 6f his Fr THUS 4 fe 1s UiRE the _— 
who theugh they touch the earth,yet they jtull abide 
there from whence ney are ſent, and are moi intenf- 
y hot re areft the fountamngthe Sun,So the foul and 
thougl ts Of a child of God, they may, Day, they 
can't but plarice upon the world: but it's moſt vi- 
g0rous (rite at; ings are cowards God, & the 
heat of its aftcRions are abundantly more remiſs 
and cool when they heat upon earthly objects. He 
tha! knows whar it is £6 have the company of 
Ge )d,is almoſt ready ro wonder how any one can! 
bY cPnrens with any thiag below God:and as for 
himſelf, 
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all rov {or [21 
wien {hall | be upon the wing for Heaven ' O 
when hall I icave this body there whence it fi: 
came / When ſhall ] £9 out of this cell, this cag-! 
C) that 1 were O1jcCe al +06 H -aven tl C3 tat 1 
were in the immediate prcience of God, and 
mig it ſtand for ever betore him, and have his 
Ietied ſoc [ety tor ever & ever. Neither am Inow 
quite withou it him ; bur how l:cle, O how littie 
3s 1t that now I enjoy / O wien (34ll Tent fray 
the poſſeſſion of that better longer life ! ] ſtay 
long ti or that { ſepa! artjing, or rather UNitng _—_ 
which will ſepa! ate iny foul from my boy, 
from my droſs, bur pertectiy unite me to God, 
Look then, O my SO0Uut, Upur i that thou i eelt 
bclow, but as ſo 1 Niany m”_ and reſin | paces 
for a Pitorim to take ſom | erir in, 
and len to be goue, That p = O ny nfl 
Soul, 
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15 the bir ett" Of etirnity C) what mean we Io 
10Ve PUT ori fon: jEfLe! Dd! Foe! \nat 2:1 we 
to he fo much pleated » ur Tiiferies, and af. 
: "21d Of OUr happt nets ? O 01s uUnbelici ' O) were 
Chriſtians bur more in th COME 420 DY 
Faith and | Me Gitatton, they Wouid look pu 


God as great, Sthe world TEE cry {mall 1 "ng. 
He Lat KNOWS (30 qa 10 De re ny ſees AITY'/ T6 INS 
below him jittie It is an infallible argument Of 2 
Divine ard Excellent Soul and one : that Þaifh 
Acquainrance with God, waen he can judpe all 
GENeaery (God, as low, Si baſe, ang uitert 
unworthy of h - reſpe& of his | out. -- 

4+ Anothe! 26 10us eff: & of acquaintance with 
God, 1s,that it will eaſe us of ail forrows, vr cure 
all Ce As {00n as 20y orie hath bat a j2v1ng 
knowledge of Chr: at; he1s1n ſuch 4 concition as 
that he need not trouble his head with care. nor 
his heart with fear; no more then a rich Heir 
that hath a tender-hearred, loving, wiſe Father 
need not treuble himſelf what he (hall do for 
bread and cloathing : as Jong as the great cauſe 
of fear 1s taken away, 10 long he is well enough, 
As for thoſe that are unacquainted with God, 
they cither are always afratd, or bave cauſe al- 
Wal a\'s to be afr21d;hnt as tor a Ch 11d ot FUoemey 
Scripture bears up his Soul arder th mightieft 
Waves of fear, There 15 _ condemnation to them 
which are w C "þ; Lit Jej its, Rom ; b; He Tlat i$ 1f1 
Cover 2100 Wil n (30 _ nay in this 1 WU oy id u ndergo 
l1ome petty injur ; ſome inſurreRions may be 
made again{: Op ; Bing this is his corafort, he is 
Jure neverto be quite over-powered, never to be 
hanaily conguered ' O tie dilquierments ana 
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ſears that ſtrangers and enemies 2re compaſſed 
with, or will be ! And O the joys, the ſecurity, 
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ftorm ? V "4 at ſhatl rhey ad T0 of th ele 
heart qualins 7 iow ihey may 'be Fr eed from 
fears? ! iii} nor alcopeiher pais it over 11 this 
Jace. Ican't but incourape pour itrangers, AS 
tiey value the rruett Comforts, a they wouid be 
iree from fear : ind cremblinp when the Founda-- 
tions of the Earth that} be ſhaken, when the 
Mountzins (all trembie, and racit at the | 
{ence of God, the mighty God of Farob, whey 
the Heavens thall be ronled ropether as 1 
Scrou!l , and be all of a flam2. Make fure of 
this Friend ! it {5 impoſhible thac one that hath 


_ mm f , ' " pe Ca a j "3 PY L M. 
fach 2 one for hi friend ſhould much be dauntced, 
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when the Pe {ttlence rages, when ms are dread-- 
iu! Ear thquakes 1n fu ndry j laces, and fuch di- 
{treſs of Nations and perpiex:ttes, that the itout- 
þIC'1 TL rm 21] {ink that hath not this tc ſupp OFT 5 
Then a Child of God may lift up his "RP" 
W 


th comfort. becauſe his redemortion dr ry 


near. There is a yaſt difference berween a go1- 
ly man ana a wicked, as 10 their affections if 2rs, 


j0ys, defi; £3, hope. The ge >diy thinks lon 15 for 
z ſ 
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right: -0U5 Man 1s even dclighted with the fore- 
= ughts of char, the thoughts of which doth pur 
1 damp upon 3ll the comforts of the ungodly, he 
rejoyceth in that which makes his Neighbour 10 
tremble. As for death, a oSractous hear: that hath 
kept his watch,and maintained a ſweet & conſtaar 
correſpondency with 20d,and hath had on heart 
Mm heave! 1,and can look upon the creat Jt 0%, A 23 
his frie nd, can't be very muct: affrig 11t:d at his 
_ "OAC il; He is not much appaled, hen he looks 
2ut at the window, 6G fees thhis wag ger m2king 
bait 5 his houſe and when he knocks at his 5 CQOT, 
ie Cares ler him in, and can heartily bid him wel- 
come lie underſtands wience he comes, and what 
Nis Err and '5 \ & though he look | Filne wh: { Srimnty, 
ons as he comes to conduda him to his 
friends houſe,he can difperce wkh mat : he hach 
MROre eons co ſpeake it then * which dig.( Flo- 
f) 24008 71C make ha; fre away to 4, Conntr vithere 
dre 1 excciient Arcejtor Sthere dwell my Dy Re- 
LAFSHNS there 'M) the Conſt a 4 4 refidert /£ of ; jy icare ſt 
"0 245. C4 Tull. ) 7 ap} 95 y Will that 0 ud Ve ” f 
op come into that 7 [orion ajjembly, when T fhall 
4Ve VELter Company  thenHomer,Ory heus, Socrat. 
Cato. whe I ſpall fit down witt Abrabam, Haue 9 
Jacob, in the Palace of thew Friend as © 
4ppy day when 1 ſhall come to my Fathers bouſeto 
obas get Fall Afjembly, the Church of the c Firſs 
ber,” Io AN mMnumerable CONTRARY of An pels, 's 
FUL is, the Jeciator of the IN ew- Covenant,ard to 
the Spirits of Juſt Aten mavie perfect. A. mang 
xnowled: 3 Of other things may add to his fears, 
and make his miſcries Rs Bur the more 
Kn0Wleds we have of God, the lefs our fears and 
{orrows mult needs be : and when our knowledg 
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ſcraping away the hair of his Throat in orger ts 
the Sticking of him, Tt*s no unuſual ching for 
2 vile unſanRtified brner, to leap with 2 mad cone. 
ndence into eternity z bur he alone hath a ſoild 
Peace, Who hath God for bis fr: icnd, This 18 the 
only mar. hath juſt cauſe to ing for joy, when 
his ſoul is gc o10g Tate ANOLaer world, It was none 
of the worſt counſe} which he gave, whoſoever 
he was who fad, that it doth bighly Concert 1s 
ieriouſly to think of terrible chings which we 

rank moſt certainly ſee ere long, and co lay in 

ich proviſion as may make us fit to prapple with 
chem when they come, O for that whicth will 
«ceps us, from crying out hereafter ? what ſhall . 
do? wois me, Tam undon: were it fo that there 
were ſuch rare extraction to be made which 
would certainly prolong Our lives as 10ng. 4s WE 
would, and make 1s always cheerfol, what \tri- 
ving would there be: 0 Set ſuch a receipt ! O how 

ould the great ones bring out their bags to pur. 
viale nt at any t rate ! How willngly would they 
nortpage all thei it Lands, part with their ricteſt. 

Tok 1510 buy it!& yer how little wi [! rhey exſpend 


S 


Jor that , Which if they had, would prove far more 
efi:ual ! O would men ard women bur un» 
derſtznd themſelves, and mind their buſineſs, 
et lives right tHey lead, what 2 calm 
'ere be conſtant! ly upon taeir Spirits / 
Ceri ILY 8 (oht Tt ey live 7 J how 10Y - 
in1y mln the y dye ! Twlly faith, that he and Ma- 
7 9thers had been gathering the moſt, powerfull 
herbs that they could bind LO cure all tears p, 

bet faith he, I koro 0! want ts the matter, the d; 
a/c is ſtall tironger then the remeay, 4 And dolt ho 
aot know,O 7 #ulty, what's tae matter ? why then I 
'P wth 


t 
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wil tet rhee, One principal Togredient was left 
out, viz, Faith in LO Bloud of Chriſt, and Union 
with God by ver! : of th at bloud. He thar is by 
riit brought « acqu nated with God, need nor 


much fear £cicfs, forrows ; ſuch things Chriſt 


was acquainted.with for hir 5 he hath unſting®d 
Death, and ſWcerened the Grave: all his troubles 
are NOW Dui as Pay bf K, the Poyſon of them: 1s 


? 


corr:Ggc , thouph the Pill be bitter, yet it's of 
his Friencs compoling, and therefore you may 
taXxe it witho ur any urn Ing 4 FW; iy of your head. 
5 bew Pe @ pron (fa; 4 Olc Ep [4- etus) that is } *Pp3 
{ALY in 51s lif H 4 'Vapry '73 h3es dt ath, nappy in 121. 

health. & #7; bis ſekeejs; . D, *PPJ when p00 r, fc aj, 
TOYmmEeNTSC 1 a; 24 bant{incd A a. WO! wy Happy 1m all £0 
Se O that Icould but talk with ſuch a man ! 
O that I could tee ſuch a eRtacle ! ſuch a one 
25 WY .eyes never yer beheld. Why, 3 will tell 
thee the reaſon ot It, O ZEpiferrs, It is becauſe 
t0U never faweital -hrilian, one toat Was ac- 
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Ieitng ioOrith this rig nes of Gods iOVe and SOOd- 


nefle : which of theſe would you chule 7 I car 
es ly 3 xelieve that few are ſo bad, burthat they 
could be c ontented a5 well At Balaam to dye the 
death of the righteous, and to have vhetr zatter 
end 
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end like bs ? but would you dye - vfally ? _ 
then, you muſt live holily ; get acquainted witli 
God, and then tins may ns your Pare | remeMe 
ber Seneca ſpeaks of one Pacuiar, who when 
he was drunk, cry*d our feGvors F have beeis a= 
live ) wery merrily. Bur bad he well neg 
niumielf, be would have thought be bad bad 
much better reaſon to have exe out, w am dead, 
Z am dead, But however, what he faid ur 1gro und- 
y 3nd wickedly, a cid of God may eaſily and 
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4 ,ankfully ſay . when | tie 1s going ro is ia't free 
ne MAy With ; joy and cheerful neſs fay, i have 
ved, and las grace, I bave kept a fair cor- 
reipondency with my God, amy Friend, whom I 
Am now if og co dwell with for EVET, Po not 
tink tf herefore hat 1 come to take away C 
C omforts and joys, when I conc t© pe! (Wale YOu 
ro get acquaintance with God, no ſuch matter, 
{ wonid have you learn to re joyce, but yet I 
Would that that joy.,, ſhould be born from above, 
that ihe Sink a of it ſhould be the knowledg 
of your intereitin Gods love. Other joys may 
make you havea {miling countenance, but they 
do nor raiſe and hl che Soul 3 for | muſt tell 
you, Iam Ltar from n thinking that every one that 
{laughs © is Joy! ul, arid withour 49 G:ve mes 
man thar ki 00S that God is his portion, and 


| 
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Friends and in what 2 hay PPY ftare he ſhall live in 
after death , thts, this is the cheerful | 
one 45 this 1s can overiook momentany forrowe, 
he underſtands full well that the caſe will be 
quickly altered with him; and the thoughts ot E- 
rernait happineſs do fwallow up lis remporal 
miſeries ; Tell ons of Gods acquaintance, of pee 

P 2 verry 
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verty. he vallies 15 nOt, a5 Jong 23 3 he knows he 
hath a brave eſtate that can't be confiſcated, 
—_ chat none can take from him, a treaſure 
that thieves can 'c break chrough to, and fea], 
As for all worldly things, be knows that before 
2 few years 2rc over, he mnft part with them 
however; he is of tha at mans mind, who having 
2 confiderable ſum of money, and precious Jew- 
els hid in his ſad ale, and 2 little odd mony 
in his pocke:, was ſet upon by thieves ; who 
readily weir to his pocker, and cook what 
Was there, and io ok*c no further ; Now the roan 
ſcapins clear with his main treaſure, 1s ſo joyful 
that he rakes no notice of what was ſtole from 
him, Thus a ch11d of God, if he loſe bis eltate, 
his libertz , and all his outward 1njoyments, he 
£ounts all theſe but mconſiderable, as long as his 
Soul is ts. his creat treaſvre is our of their reach. 
Tel) him of corments, racks, flames, or what the 
policy oi Hell can invent, he is not ignorant of 
thi, {128 the more he ſufters for Chriſts ſake, the 
eater cauſe he hath to rejoyce, to be exceeding 
| lad, or Sreat {hall be his reward in heaven, and 
while they add to his ſufferings, they add to his 
g1Ory 3 at : though againſt their will, while they 
would i injure < him, they do him the oreateſt kind- 
neſs; this 1oht affliction works for bim, a far 
MOre EXLee ding and cte rnal weigit of glory. As 
\O7G as hits toLinents Want t Hat dreadful Epithite, 
Erernal, he doth not muck paſs ; the thoughts 
oft Gods love makes mans hatred inconſiderable 
Q how ſweet are the thoughts cf his Friend, 
when his enemies are moſt bitter, Blefſed be God 
as for thoſe intolerable torr ents, he knows it's 
beyond mans power, and far from Gods i. 
ALE 
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infi&t them upon uy and ſo lors he cares nor 
nuch; All other tortures are but a Flea- bite ro 
the pains of Hell, and an enraged Conſcience ; he 
can almoſt dare the wor! 1d & the devil ro dotheir 
works as beins confident of this, that as long 
; he 18dear to God, his Soul is ont of iter 
reged. Threaten him with baniſhinenr, he re- 
members, that he hail: a friend that wi!! find 
him our, and bear him company whereſoever he 
is, Teil him of the barbarous unkindnefs and 
treachery of former Friends ; he reads ihat his 
betters have been worſe handled by ilicir preren- 
ded Friends z above all, this cheers tim, to rhink 
that all his Friends will not ſferye him fo, he 
hath one. Friend that will never forfake him, nes 
ver be unitaithiul co hicm. Now bring a wicked 
man upon Eart!:, that 1s without his ſorrows, I 
know there is none, no not one; there j$ none 
of hem all, but if he were within the light 
of thoſe devouring flares, wonld tremble. Thoſe 
that have wickedneſs enough to dare God, will 
not have courage enough to look kim 1n the 
face, when he ſhall appear in flaming fire, .to ex- 
ecute vengeance upoa the ungodly; he that will 
not now be troubled at the doing of wickedneſs, 
will be troubled hereafter at the ſuffering for it. 
Let ſingers {ay what they will, Iam ſure they 
can” t be long Without fears, to behold Chriſt, 
= his dear. Servants coming together 1n the 
Clouds with Millions of mighty Angels to judge 
the world 3 Tam conhdent it Will be ſuch an a- 
mazing fight 35 can't chooſe bur cool their cou- 
rape, and make the {toureſt heart of them all to 
ake ; I am ſure that as light as they make of 
Damnation, and Gods diſpleaſure, that the day 
P 6 35 
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{ commg, when the y will believe it was no ſuch 


cowardile io be afraid ofan angry God, rofive 
from the wath 1o come, and co run away from 
ſo form. big an enemy as fin. $0 that 1t's clear, 
that a wicked - 141 -will Grit or laſt be a fearful 
Vidalil; £ Mlaver "miſſatgh Fear 07 every fre 
ſhall be his name. : But now be that doth exceed- 
ngly tc ſear tro offend God, need not exceecingly to 
fear any hi :o elſe ; and he that ſears not God, 
harh cauſe enough tO fear every thing? OG $trs,it's 
a brave thin 35 to be able to rake death cheerfully 
by the band, and to walk with him joyfully into 
ll orher world; 3nd this I fay again a man ac- 
gnainted with God may do; he hath this to com- 
tort him, death doth more properly give him lite, 
then rake it away from bim ; and that as ſoon as 
he is dead his fin ſhall 4 dye t00, and his grace live 
and a&t without controul 3 then he m live a life, 
of zoy,a life of perfect holineſs, ſuch a lite as Dints 
and Angels I ze, ſuch «@ life as Chriſt lives, the life 
of God, a lite withou r death, an everlaſting lifes 
and wiy then ſhould he be afraid of dying? As 
for his old Companion the body, it is gon to reit, 
and 4 will erc lops be awakened, and riſe from bis 
bed more vigorous and ht for thoſe Noble 111» 
pioyments v Wh chit mu be engaged 1: for ever: 
Lad Soul and Body ſhall meet with more com- 
fort, cthen- now they part with pain, when the 
budy ſhall be in anorher kind of drefs then naw 
jt wears, and thar alto ſhall in ſome reſpects be 
like the Soul, agil, holy, immortal. This 1s ſuch! 
2 17 2n that 1 an cal! happy, and ſoere long will 
thoſe that now tcorn and perfſecute bym, "tail him 
t00. Bleſſed is he that 'in his life is holy, and 
cheerſui, dur molt cheerful and perfeRt ai is 


TIEFZ | 
death, This is the happy pOriior Of Gods 
quainrance, this is the beritage of the Friends of 
the Brideproom.,, _ T have read of 2 wiſe man, tar 
would commeny, arid _ de thanxinl for eyery 
thiop, becauſe he was ſure 's friznd of his hal 
the management of, every thing. 2 under! 
{tanding was infinite: an. whoſg wiltom was 
pnicarchae, who could & woulg work his own! 
1onour and bis Fricnds corFori our 'Of every 
thing, yea, though ſceming ly © evi); for tile greater 
the evilſeerns rg ) be, the, £ Gp earer will be ther=-al 
kindnels which makes {0 : aide [ood our Of it. 
© but 1 have lately [o't Any | }f my mott neer 
and precious relations ? It thou, art one of Gods 
Friends, Jet me tell thee for thy comfort, You 
will rnect riem 26 your Fries boute, when you 
come thither, It was no wnſvitable advice that 
};- I g ave ro i111 Fry 4” ;5, tO cheer (11G *UD 
41 frer theloſs of a dear Friend "nn Let us conſider rv 
dear Lucifize, that &e var telves ſhould be olad 
co be in that place, and nehin all hat company's 
wich you ate fo fad tot your Friend 15 50A 
ro; and hethat you ay is loſt, is not ſo, biit 
bappy before you, We dv norj JU" ge rightly of 
LUNgk Well then, would 1 Ou kn v what 2 man 
is? wonld you paſs a true eltimare of him, and 
andeeſts nd his worta and valus? Why then 
conſider the man without his riches, lay alide-bis 
HOUR wry away all his exterrajs from him's 
: further, lers fee the man raked out of- his 
body y, and how doth the Soul look ? is it now 
cich, beautiful. joyful ? can jt ſtand confidently 
before God : ? doth it appear cheerfully i inthe pre- 
Hence of it's maker ? Why, this is ſomething 


Ir matters not much wherher bis body were fed 
P4 with 
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with Pulſe or Dainties, cloathed with Rags or 
Scarlet, it matters not whether his Soul wenr 
out of his mouth, or at a wound ; whether he 
dyed in bed oi doun, or in flames, Methinks, 
by this time you ſhould be ready to think that 
Religion is an exceilent thing, that Gods ac- 
quaintance 15 eſirable, and that no life is like 
the life of a Chriſtian, all whoſe ſorrows end in 
joys, whoſe miſeries make him more happy, 
whoſe ſhame for Chriit will make for his glory; 
In a word, whoſe death brings him into life, This 
55 the generation of them that ſeek thee, that ſeek thy 
face, O Jacob. _ 

« Another etteQt of acquaintance with God, 
is, That ic will makes ns more bighiy to honour 
him. Here familiarity is far from breeding con- 
termp:. Thoſe that are Qangers to God ſee nor 
his worth and excellency, they honour him nor, 
Hut they have the moſt vile, low, contemptible 
thoughts of the infinitely glorious Majeſty, and 
they think any thing will ſerve his turn, they 
make more bold with him then "they would do 
with a man like themſelves, they put him off 
with the leavings of the worid : When they have 
been feeding their luſts, and ſerving their plea- 
ſures, and gratifying the Devil all the day long, 
then they come between {icep and awake,and pre - 
tend a great deal of love to tum, and anger with 
themſelves for_ their fin, whereas God knows, 
they do but play the byprocrites in all they do, & 
mean nothing that they ſay ; Lip-devorion, knee- 
religion God {hall have, and bur alittle of that 
too; and that pitiful tuft char they preſent him 
with, they think God js very much beholding to 
them for, As forthe farRifying the Lord G04 
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18 their hearts; a5 for inward hearty-love; as for 
+ high prizings and admirings of God, as for a real 
tonouring "of God, and worthipping of tim mm 
Spirit, and in Truth, it is that which they an- 
derſtand not; and as for them which do, they 
iaugh at them, as if rhey were puilry of the great- 
cf folly in the world. But now he which CON = 
verifeth with God, beholds ſuch a beauty, excel - 
iency, majeſty, and glory in him, that ic 18 ready 
quite to ſwallow up his ſoul ; be ſpeaks much of 
God, but yer he thinks more 5 be wonders that a 
God of ſuch infinite goodnefs ſhould be no more 
loved, that a God of ach infinite greatneſs, Jus 
{tice and holine(; ſhould be no more feared, that 
2 God of ſuch unſpeakable power ſhould be no 
more obeyed; and while he remembers his own 
contempt of ' God in former times, and the £00 
mean thoughts that he hath at preſent of him, 
he doth even fland aſtonithed to think thar he 
{hould be on this ſide the ftate of the damned, 
He that before thought every thinf co0 mnch for | 
God, now thinks nothing enough for him. The | | 
man is ſtrangely changed by his new acquain- 
inc: fo chat he may nor improperly be called 
a New man, 2!] things are nev with him, In ho- 
gaor to this new gueſt,be hath gor on new cloaths, 
he is cl7 1 with Righreouſnels, as with a garment : 
new t0ud, it 15 his meat and drink to do the will 
of 1s Father which 1s in Heaven ; new drink, 
Wine, on the Lees well refined, he draws all out 
of thoſe wells of Conſolation, the Promiſes ; he 
o_ new thoughts, words, and actions; God, 
nvifibles, and all rhe things of faith are nov! 
Subſtances with him. Now the threats or pro- 


miſe: of a God are 9ot counted ſmall —_— 
Heavye: 
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Heaven, Hell, ang Frernity £0 for the greateſt 
Realities, vccauſe God faith they are ſach, . 50 
he that ſometimes lived without God in the 
vo orld had no reſpect at all ro his glory, bur va- 
ined himſelf and his moſt baſe luſt, ind the De- 
vil himfelt before God, doth now reſpect Gods 
clory im allthar he doth, he ventures upon nG- 
thing ecliberately, but what may pleaſe him ; 
Religion x ruvs through all he doth ; he eats, be 
drinks, a { ſleeps, and cloaths mien, he mo ayes, 
he WW joe ) ne -eorenbes himſelf w:th a defign for 
God, Fhe grand project he ſtill xs carrying'on, 
is the honour of God. He will undertake nothing 
Of 11 POFTanc before he conſulc with, and. hath 
che He 90 —_ Cirection Of Dis Friend, WW harſo- 
ever he als that is worth any thing, he ſends it 
to this Friend, "Thy preſents tim with his firlt 
fruits, he fact __ his m miaie, the beſt of bi 5 FIOCK 3 
deſires that his Friend may be always at his 
honſe, and that he may bave _ ve{r Ag wt 


ment that ne can poilibly give; and heis all 
med at the 5: elf, | that he pk make him nomnre 


- Ne 1s 
Srieved tat his entertainm nk 55 no Ffetter . (eo 
would fain pive (od Ds Gt and lait rh go, 

Þis warmeſt affections ; he would ) ladly hay: the 

firength oe VIPOUr of body and ſoul! ſporx in | | 

ſervice; ! ne bes how £0 mprove al riercics 
and er joyments, for God {,tot ake hold -—þ it op- 

portuaities that he Can poiltbly, and to make che 
beſt ofthem for the promoting thar grand »De- 
ſign which he hath on foot, iis Honour. He 

thinks not wife and children, houſes and lands, 
body, ſoul, and | al that be can make in the world 
to0 good for him: Whatever cemprations he 
concuers, 


Welcome, whom he fo highly. honours ; 
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tonquers, . whatſoever fin 4 ſlayes, whaiſover 


piece of gallantry or prowels he hath done in his 
:nrods upon Satans Kingdom, he gives theho- 
nour of all ro the valour, conduct, and aftiltance 
of this his noble Ally and Friend. He-ſers the 
(.rown ot the King of e-/1 1mm? like Foab, Upon 
the head of this King David. He bath ſuch a high 


eiteem for God, thar he thinks dothins well done 


but when it is done exactly as he would have it 5 
he thinks every thing then beſt, when it-is done, 
according to Gods will-: and he counts ir no 
{mail weakneſs to be unwilling that infinite Wiſ- 
dom rather then folly ſhould have the managing 
of all the aftairs of the worid. He deſires ro 
maintain a quick and lively fenle of the Divine 
Majeſty upoh his Soul, and that he may here 
and hereafter give bun, as be bath infinite cauſe, 
all honour, glory, and praiſe.” 

6. Another etfc& Of this Acquaintance: with 
God is this, It would put abundance of, life and 
vic0ur into the ſoul 3 it would, as it were, oyl 
the wheels, and fer chem a running. There are 
none in the world that act at fo ligh a rate as 
thoſe do,: wiich are mot acquainted with God, 
() how undefartizable are they 1n their pains 4 
with what carneſineſs and faith do they-pray ! as 
it they ſaw the glorious God before them, . and 
were talking with him :. with what reverence, 
ſerioutneſs and delighr do they read, meditate 
z9d hear the Word, and do all that,they do ! 
They know in ſome meaſure what If is:£0-pre- 
jenr their bodies and ſoulsas a living ſacrifice to 
God through Chriit 5 they underſtand what it 
means to be fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord : 
hey wil no: ſerve God with that which col 

fNem 


vi 


EIS A 2 a : = 


EASE E CORES 


229 ) 
them nothing, kneeling down, and ſaying a few 
formal words before God in the evening ,repeat= 
ins the Lords Prayer, and the Creed, and the 
Ten Commandmenrs between ſleeping and wa. 
king, doing no body any wrong, and the like, 
is not enough to ſerve his turn, his conicience wil 
not be thus put off; but he labours with all his 
might to ſtir up his ſoul to lay hold npon God, 
he is not conrent to go off. from his knees with- 
out his Fathers bieſſing. This is the Friend and 
Acquaintance of God, this is the brave T/raclite, 
that ſpiritual Prince that will not ler God go cill 
he bath prevailed with him, He doth not poro 
his work, as if he caved not whether he work'd 
orfiv; heisnor fickx of the ſervice of God, bur 
ke rejoyceth 2nd works righteouſneſs ; his work 
is his pleaſure, and he gocs on merrily with his 
buſineſs. Thoſe tbat are intimarely acquainted 
with God, are noi ſo cold, faint, and dull in the 
ſervice 07 God,as others be, Such a one as knows 
God very well, and hath been oft made welcome 
by him; why, he comes with a great deal of 
confidence, and knocks at Gods door, and, for 
his part, be will not go away, though the door 
4. be not preſently opened, bur he continues knock- 
' ing becauſe he 1s ſure that his' Friend is 'within, 
| he knows that he is never from home, and thar 
| he can never come unſeaſonably co him. He 
13 comes to Prayer as if he were going to ſtorm 
Heaven, he pets ſpiritual things by violence, he 
comes to Duty as to fight for a Crown, he is 
[| aſhamed to offer the iame and the blind to God, 
| bur he chooſeth for the beſt in his Aock ; he de- 
[| fires to improve his- intereſt in God to rhe height, 
this favourite of Heaven coraes frequently to the 
| - | King 
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Kins to beg ſome great thing or other, and he is 
ſure that his Friend will deny him nothing, that 


z it is not a greater kindneſs to deny then give ; he 

knows that his Kiug bath a large purſe, and as 
" | Hhrgea heart, and he 15not willing to loſe ſuck ex- 
| Ccellent things that are to be bad for the asking 
, | for, heis notignorant that Spiritual things are 


| worth the ſecking for, and cherefore he will 
, feck and ſeek carneitly g he bath tried more then 
| |, once, and he remeinbers to bis joy, that wonder. 

' 4tulrthingsareto be had, if we will bur take pains 
| forthem, and prefer our Petitions, or rather get 
chem preferr'd by that grear Maſter of Requeſt, 
| rhe Lord ſeſus Chriſt, and follow our buſineſs 
| | cloſe, that it can't poſlibly miſcarry let it be 
| what it will; the comfort in enjoying will a- 
| bundantly pay al! the charges we can be arin 
ſceking ; therefore he layes about him as one 
that is in Sood earneſt; the confidence that he hath 
in the good will of God, it puts life into all his 
petitions, A poor Creature that very rarely in- 
| Joys any communion with God, that is very little 
or not at all acquainted with him, is ready to 
take up with a tew formal complemental per- 
formances, he is weary of his work before he 
bath well begun it, he is quickly out of breath 3 
but now one that is very well acquainted with 
God, is not ſo ſoon weary of his company 3 it 
may be, he maybe ſomewhat cold when he ſets 
out, but by that time he hath gon a few tyrns 
with his Friend, his blood grows warm, he is 
ſometimes ſo taken up with God in duty, that 
he can ſcare tell when to have don ? O be 
! thinks 11's good being there? O is was a fweet 
' 3Jeafon! Theſe are the aGings and experiences 
fome 


, mmm 


fome Ne oble Soule Tha ve beard ſome Chriftte 
ans ſay, that had « aot &od made it ther duty 10 
follow their callings, rhey c could be glad with a'l 
their hearrs ro co nothing elſe, day nor night, 
but hear the myſteries of Gods love in Chr ;R 0- 
pened, Read, Pray, Meditate, and be 1mmedt- 
ately engaged jn the ſervice of God. Sure ſoame- 
things is the maiter with theſe pertons more then 

| axe inond be 10 Spiritu- 
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Dainties. 9 DC actualy Th moJtey © 40 the _ Ore at 2c 
of Religion. The more any one 1s .cuainrd 
with God, the more delight he takes in re Or- 
dinances of God; as one 0i Gods Children, he 
defires the fincere milk of the word : before he 
was acquainted with God, he found it far other - 
wile; then nothing a aimo would down with 
him, the pure word could not be relithed, except 
it was adulterated with fouriſhes of humane wit, 
'ittle appetite to £00d MUST 

| toniaci Was ready to turn af it, EX 
Cepr it Were {0 COOK'E and | laWwc T; ard "Rs OI 
that an underitanding nin could icarce te 
Viiat to make of 1! \har do you {ay io this, 
you that are ſo | nt and cold, in what you do, 
In the {ervice of God 4 Come a little nearer, ger 
beiter acquainted with God, and you jhali find 
fuach I from him, that you will 
ſcarce be able.1o keep long from his bouſe ; ger 
oft. into his comny any, and you {hall feel, your 
Soul Rrenpthned. with new fpirits, animated 
with a france life, Heat and Warmth, You will 
not complain that rhe $2bbarh is the longeſt day 
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in the week; you will not ſay, what 4 Wearine/t « 
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at an end? But you would think long till rhe Sab- 
bath day come, and when its come, the pleaſure 
that you take in the work of that day would 
make you tothink it the ſhorteſt day, and gon 
roo ſoon; and when you have ſpent it in the 
moſt diligent attendance upon God, you would 
with it were 19 begin again, or that you were to 
begin ſuch a Sabbath, that would never have an 
end. This 1s the condition of one that is very 
intimately acquainted with God ; his nearneſs to 
tis Maſter, makes him to follow his work, and 
he knows he ſhall lofe nothins by « ; ſomething 


will be coming inere and anon, which will more 


then guit his coſt : So that when God calls, he 
!sat hand, and readily anſwers, Speal Lord, for 
thy Servant heareth When God hath any meſſage, 
any hor ſervice to do, he accounts it his great 
honour to be imyvloyed in ut, and faith, here L 
am, fend me, I believe he that ſpoke it ( Ar. Ep. 
{.c.g.) might be aliutle corfident, when be faid, 
{.ay what thor: wilt upon me, O Goa, T have power 
io bear it, it ſhall not be my Baraen, but my Orta- 
met ; Yetl am perſwaded one that is acquainted 
ith God,can fay 1£,and {ay ir again in good ear - 
neſt, Lord what wilt thou have me to doſwilt thou 
have me to preach for thee, to run through Fire 
and Water tor thee, ro dye for thee, to go or 
come ? OLord do bur bare me company, and 
give me ftrength, and it ſhall be don ; I cando 
all things through Chritt that {trengtheneth me. 
This is one of Gods Champions, be watches, he 
keeps upon his guard, he fights {tourly, he itands 
his ground, in every thing he demeans himfeli 
callantly, he quits himſelf like a Souldier of 
Chrit; and that which makes him thus valiant, 
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is becaute he 1s to = tis Captain, Ask Ep:teras 
what made Feey ates do as he aid, and he will tell 
you ( 4.3. c, 22) Ir was becauſe | he was a Friend of 
God, bis I ant, and partazer ef his KL: 
Tins 1s {trans LL of a Heather bur had 
he known what it was to live ry the Shay” live- 
ly fence of Gods love, to have had {(uch intimate 
converſe with ! _ as ſome Chriſtians have had, 
what would be have fad i e As for the Sairit that 
keeps cloſe to God, ne keeps cloſe ro duty z his 
work is to ſerve, love, and praiſe God : this 
13 his butlicels, boch by himſelf, and with 0. 


thers. 


7, Another excelient effe& Gf this 2cquaine 
tance with God, is, it will make a man Patient 
ke all the difpentations: of Gods providence, 


in all CONGITIONS TQ 5c CONIenty \F$ UEC SUIEauh. LO 


poſleſs his Spirit: Acqua'ntance wi tb God will 
make him be at peace, not to open is mouth a- 
92i01t Cx WE whatſoever he | }aYs we on him. What 
was it that kept tach a calm in Paxls heari, when 
there Was fuch a conſtant form withour him ? 
was it not his ſence of his intereſt in Gods love ? 
though 2ll the worid were his enemies, yet as 
long a as Chrilt was his Friend, he doth not care ; 
thou gh men and dev:1s be againft him, yet if God 
be for aim, he pafferh not much upon it : ihough 
men be never {0 unjult: yer God will never be fo, 
that's his comfort. It's a ſmall matter for aim 
to de judged with mans judgment, as long as he 
is ſure that - will acquit him he} knows that 
juitice it 1elf will do bim no wrong , InAniie SOOG- 

nels could wor? be unkind, and ih hat 1 ky 1iſdom it felf 
couid work glorious effects out of theſe things, 


which the world cail evil; if he do receive evil ar 
the 


(: 25 F 
the hands of God. he is confident he deſeryes 
more : if ir be 600d,and but a lttle, he 1s thank= 


ful, becauſe he deſerved. none 2! all. Let the 
worſt come ro the wort, if all the Devils 1 Hei!, 
211d al his initrum ents ur on Earth ſhould com- 


{4 

|! 
ine againſt him, as 5 long as he 15 fure of the love 
Of vn and that one Oi them all, can pluck hin 
out of the Arms of the Al mighty, he 1s not very 
—_ Concerned : Hea\ en will make amends 
for all : whatſoever he ſuffers, it is nothins to the 
di{picafure ofa God. it is nothing ro -verjatting 
QUrnings. He believes thar if his periecurors dt Fl 
"on > what 1 te k 1OWs, they wou! 15 {ſoon eat 
fire, as d0 = ev do; therefore he rather pitttes 
them, then 1s Es with thera, as ſeeing that 
their day is coming ! How ieldom bave you ei- 
ther Paxi orSila; compl: uning of their jufferings! 
How rarely bemoanins their condition ? And 
whe Is it that makes them ſo pailent ? what 


ve they tO iweeten juch bitter dravghts Why, 
Gt d loves them , and fo lons, r3: 4 40 not "_ 
"S, , 

ALE bay OUgN Of h: EF hate them Mat s frow 1 Cat) 
link a Soul ro Hell, nor his favour make one 
lappy ſor ever, It 1s dut a peg while, nd all 
Le47s [hall be win :d away fr 1, the! ir eyes, The 
kindneſs, and faithfuineſs of fGo d 15 enough r0 


Make a man cheerfully to hold up Dis head, 
when all the world 1s againit him. When the 
mot Spiritual Chrittians do complain, it is more 

ol themſelves, then oi their perſecutors / O my 
ITE believing heart ' O that I fhould love God ne 
more ! Q that my heart ſnould be nO more taken 
up With tac great tNiNgs 0 Fannben, ' Fits is rhe 
condition which rhoſz that re moit Spiritual, 
ire in Poverty, Fnpeif-nkbins, Banda ,and all 
GU thele 
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refined, and afterward Ne + Became more diſcreet 
19d fit to manage worl diy Fairs, But however 
cis be, Fx an ſure the know! eauge of God gives 
under; itand Ng mas « imple nyc} papa *Macr, and. 


7 [, TT & Ve7 y which {or 45/0 {07 A : ! the | 7 e4ay of of 


the Lord is the { egh 11M? of Wiſdom, Con ver lc with 
1 of itt om doth not a little mprovea man ; 
ba a ris with the wilſeGod it nakes a i! [range 
alteration indeed, rhey are made wife unto $a} 
yation, Of fuch as theſe Dawid tW0ught it be 
£0 make his Privy Council. Theſe are the 
perſons that are the fitteſt to adviſe Wit! in buſj- 
nefſes of the ptreareſt i importance in the world 
they have learned the art of m2 naging the affairs 
07 greateſt COncernment with th; e Sreateit care 
and prudence. TI know the- wiſe world uſually 


is 10& [1 DON theſe perfons -.48S the Verie: t too! &. [1- 
ving. Toc conver e with God, to tak; | pofltbl 
Care to ak? their call, ng and election jare, to do 


What one Can (9 be :appy for vcr, goes 3 1Mmong(t 
them for a ridicy Ous t —_ ; : mor; e then neede 
But It 1500 preat matte they Will Not be bezs 
Om thei: ui OrK | i CLIC } ſhould & e fools [1 - 
Fay I ſich thinss 25 theſe ſhonld make thera 
turn their "Prot, nod; they wit | not be jeer'd 
OUt Of Heaven, the Y pals nor upon mans cen. 
ſures, He is wiſe that God calls ſo, and he will 
be | ”—_ d to hea fool which God faith is fo. As 
fr Fs: he man ti124t ; AC quzinted Wit 1 God, 118i L115 
_ ons ſpeak has q man of prudence, one. tha 
bath x deep ep rexch with him lil, he is a man of an 
excelient fore( gt, he fees rhe loud: $2 Sathering 
a great way of, the l O0rm before it rileth, and 
be hides himſe! t, in him are hid the treaſures of 
wilcom, he makes no fooliſh choic 'Ce, he 15 a child 
of 
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of wiſdom 3 he doth in ſome meaſure underſtand 
himſelf, and knows where his intereit lies, and 


15 fanthfultoitz3 he makes no fooliſh bargains, 
when he parts with Dung for Diamonds, Braſs 
for Gold, Earth ior Heaven, Sin tor Holineſs, 
nreſent {iort-livd Pleaſures for ſure& everlait- 
ing Delights, che Devil for God. How tay you, 
ye mad Gallants, that Jook upon the Sant as a 
00], and Religion as a ridiculous thing ? Are 
theſe ſuch fooiiſh aftings ? 1s it ſo andilcreet a 
choice ro prefer Heaven before Hell 7 Iſthis be 


to bea foo), I wiſh I were more ſucha tool , if 


thts be (o contemptible a thing, O that 3 may 
yet be more vile ! Let me fay further, as great a 
tolly 3s it is, there are none of you all, but exe 
long will with you had been ſuch fools, A few 
years Will make you al of another mind, when 
vou ſee what thoſe that you counted fools have 
got, and what you with your wiſdom have loſt ; 
then let's hear you calling them fools for chafing 


Chriſt for their portion , and your felt wife for: 


deſpiting him, and chuſing of this preſenc worid 
for your portion. Now,it 18 their being acquain- 
ted with God, that hath made them thus wiſe ; 
time was, thar they were as very fools as any in 
the world, till they fell into Gods company ; and 
ever ſince that, they have ated with a great deal 
more prudence : their being much in Gods com- 
pany hath much improved them. They may 
thank God for all that $kill that they bave at= 
tained to: for he it is rhat tegched them, he 1s 
always at thetr elbow to dire them , when they 
are about to be cheated, he whiſpers them n the 
ear, iets them underſtand rhe fraud ; and when 
God ſpeaks, they lifſen to his counſel. It was no 
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come, he 1s ſure he thail never be undon as long 
35 tis Friend hail fo great a bank ; he hath a key, 
and he can goto ari infinite Treatur ry, when he 
pleaſerh,and fetch ouc | {upplies for any exigencics 
or occations z and when all thoſe that made ſuck 
A great ſhow inthe Worid, and that were taken 
for Merchants, that were exceeding well tO pats, 
thall be proclain ed, wn aps nd be found no! 
worth a Farthing, and he carryed to priſon for 
debt ; ther, " back mony--i6 bis purſe, coyn that 
will 90) CUILAN! in any hae wry. inthe mean 
time .thoup! he be thought to be worth nothing, 
to drive buy: Wi P!! i _ = trade, yer WW hen he 
comes tO ye, and when an exact mventiory !s 
taken, of all that hes worth, bes found worth 
thouſands : and no wonder when he hath ſuch a 
Partner, "that will be ſure ro le e that his buſineſs 
Niall be managed Oo the beſt advantage, _ that 
he ihall never be out of parſe ; upon this accounts 
the man can*c chooſe bur thrive , he will have 
fomerhing to ſhow for his gains, when others 
have nothing, When the rich ones of the world, 
ſhall be be gging 2 2 drop of water, he is at the foun- 
tain. Iii wel ould rake 2a ſurview of itiat mans 
eitate, that 1s ac quainted with (20d, YOu Mmuit uſt 
vp your eyes to thoſe eye! ahing | | Tills, YOU MU 
look Eaſt, Welt, {North and $ South: a1] this is his, 
chings preſent, and things to corne 5 mount up to 
the cop of Carmel, your light i500 ſhorr, you 
fee not the hundredth part of his inhericance, all 
this 1s nothing, he hatin a brave eltate 13 another 
Country 3 he is rich in Bills and Bonds, when he 
com*s tO ape, he will have no man know what 
ralls ro him; and whence hath he all this weaith, 
tai he nor gote? *ry penny of it (ince tie was ac- 
| | quainted 
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quainted with God ?Bur I thall be but brief upon 
this : Head, becauſe i bave h angled, what mighr 
have bale inhere defore z | DUL the worid laughs 


much mi! 77a ; the dy an rich ? bark 
{frrange 'V what, rich with ſcarce cloaths to their 
backs s rick, and fare to hardly . rich,and poſſeſs 
nothing ! this 1s Icrange Wealth [ grant itzit is {o, 
for their eſtate is in _inviſibles ; it is not he thac 
ſeflerh much, but he chat wants little, is rich 2 
ill You Call nothing rich £8, but Gold and 
Silver, and Houſes and Lands ? is Virtue, Grace, 
Ho inefsio riches ? And will ad call theſe little 
becauſe he hath not fo mi uch Lr: ouble 3nd vVexatie 
on With his eſtate as ſome rave 1s Heaven, Glo- 
ry, the everiaiting enjoyment of God nothing? 

I5 the poſiciling rhat w inch is more worth then 
2 th onſand 1 WOr ds, no riches; TE to have all 
Kings that are good for the m3; It to have more 
then their hearts can conceive; If to be filled 
with all Spiritual plenty, be counted poveriy ; 
let me be thus poor, rather then enjoy the Re- 
'venye ofall rhe Þ FINCEs, and great Ones ofthe 
World ? And what do you think of this, you 
that are wort! never 4 penny ! Are you defirous 
9 have a greatEftate, *, youtbat go backwardgand 
ger nothing, wouls be fer in Juch away, as that 
you may be fure never to break ! Why theng 
get acquainted with God,and you can't but.grow 
K1T It, 

Another glorious « effe& of acquaintance 
wink God, is,that it makes a man like God, which 
is the top of the Creatures honour, Company is 
of an aflimy) lating nature, He that before was 

unholy, and like the Pevil;by conyerſionto God, 
and 
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- f 1 or [1s oy IC Pe like bhirs. This is a (norr 
lory, aGoul carried i Heaven, or Hea 
von brought down to the Soul. A full and per= 
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neration, 10 Thar. Ele enemies inoull be forced 
0 ſay, that a Saint 15 anorlticr kind of Creature 
theo a ſenioal inner, 1) why itand you then fo 
far off irom God ! come nearer hm, and the 
avs of hits gloTIOUs Image Will ref]2ct irom your 
itv2s / Be acquainited with him, and "ou ba be 
Ike himg keep much in his company by Faith, 
tecret Prayer and ME and you nl be 
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unto the Lord 7 It he be a maiter_ it makes him 
more exemplary, and makes nin to take care 
tiizt his Houſhoid ſhould ſerve the Lord z he had 
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ther, he1s careful ro bring up his children, for 
God, he is more Spiritual in his afﬀections ro 
them, and deſirous to leave them God for their 
Father, Friend, Portion, as he is a neighbour, he 
rollows peace with ali men, and holineſs, becauſe 
he hath feen God * How ſweet and amiable doth 
acrquainiance with God make a iman | how ready 
ro heat divitions ! how full of goodneſs and cha- 
rity !how ready to do good vnto all, but efpe- 
cially to thoſe thai be of ihe Houſhold of Faith ? 
how compatlionate, and tender-hearted / how 
ready tO provoke others alſoto love, and good 
works : ſothat the whole Parith lives the quie= 
ter,allthe poor fare the better,all the neighbour- 
hood, ſome way or other is behoiding ro him : 
3ne that knows God himſelf, doth whar he can 
to get others acquainted with God too ? how 
ſweerly doth he commend the way of wiidom ? 
with what earneſtneſs, and pitty doth he plead 
with finners, and labour to teach tranſpgreſſors, 
the paths of God, that ſ1nners may be converted 
arito him. How doth he fet before them the ne- 
cefiity ofa change, the anger of their preſent 
ftate, and the excellent qualities of this Friend, 
that he would bring them acquainted with, tel- 
ling them, that time was, that he alſo was as they 
are, and thought his condition as fafe as they do 
their's : bur that it pieaſed the Lord by his word 
to open his eyes, and to reveal to him the need 
that he had of Chr:it, and to inable him ro accept 
of him, and to prize him above the whole world 

In ali conditions,, and relations, he cormends 
Religion, and ſhews that godlineſs, where it is in 

the Power and Hie of it, is a brave thing, which 


makes fo great an alteration ina man for the 


better * 
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better ? If he he ſick, he rejoycerh, and thinks 
cheerſully of death, the grave and Erernity : and 
in this fate demeans himſelf fo, that {tanders-by, 
can't but be convinced of che reality of inviſibles, 
and to think ſure there is ſomething more then 
ordinary in acquatatdnce With (30d, which makes 
men ſo undaunted, and with ſo much gallantry 
10 meet death ; ſlire thetr condition 1s better then 
ours, or elſe they could never be fo joyful at 
{ſuch a time as this is : Then he tells of the 
uſe of a Chriſt, the benefit of a Redeemer in a 
dying hour, and how infinitely it is for their 
intereſt,in Time to provide for Eternity? if he be 
well, he deſires to improve his health for God, 
and to ſerve his Maker with the ſtrength of Bo- 
dy, and Soul. TIfhebe poor, he 'ſhews a pattern 
of Patience, Meekneſs, Thankfulneſs, and lets the 
world underſtand that godlineſs with content is 
creat gain 2 if he be rich, he deſires to be rich in 
cood works alſo, and to trade with ſuch trifles 
as Gold and Silver, for rich commodities, as 
Grace, Peace and Glory : with the things of this 
world, for the things of agother : To lay up for 
himſelf Treaſure, which nenther Moth can cor- 
rupt, nor Thieves break through, and teal : and 
ro make to himſeir a Friend of the unrighreous 
Marmmon : tv be a Faithful ſteward of thoſe Ta. 
lents that his great Lord and Maſter hath com- 
mitted to his truſt : he ſhows how great a good 
it 1s t0 be great and good tg0. This is the man 
which doth adorn the Goſpel: this 15 the Chriltt- 
an which doth credit his profeiſion ; this tis to be 
intimately acquainted with God ? O how nſeful 
might men and women be in their generations, 
were ihey but more'in Gods company ! O what 
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for ever : he !!ards npon a pinacie, which one 
little blaſt may blow him oft, and then where 1s 
_ man to ai! Et ernity ? if he fall thence, there 
ring again : if he once £0 11to that other 
a® ecCOYerVy of him, if one Would 
worid (9 bring him back again. od fay it 
3040, if God be nor your Fr iend, he will be your 
= emy 2: ar 1d what do you think of mach an nE Ne - 
a (C15 Dut a4 Wor Wa 1 100k, 4nd they ta!l. 
PO _ except YOu ſpeed! ty "le 
| jhall 6nd that we do not make 
er then 1t 15:4ccorains to his fear 
\ VOu may kno A fo6 } : CHINO SN [6 
| , what ihe diſpleaſure of a God is, how 
dreadfu! his arrows, how ſharp his ford, Not 
a man of then ſiuall ſcape thac will not accept of 
oe Upon a his ear ms. arid th: Al quickly [0 UV 
that will be = fad day, when God | ſtall fay, Br 
them oj1t and ſlay ther th efore ny; face. [i God be 
your enemy, Who 10 you th; nk will be Your 
friend? To which of the Saints or Ang Els Wi I VO 
fly ? where will you go f01 fnelter "avainſt the 
form of that oe; Þ q ible One! W hat d4rMMONLC will d ac - 
fend you from rhe dinr of his weapons 2 what in 
the world can itand that man in any ſead tha! 
ha th ſuch an Adverſ ary feipecially when he come 
to give his detinitiveſentence again{t him for high 
Treaſon. Dzves may lay, Father, and Ab; ahar, 
Son : but what comfort for all that had the miſe- 
rable Child from his holy Father ? doth he not in 
{tead of cooling his rongue v 1th 2 2 drop of water, 
lay more burning coals apon it, & it ir be politb!e, 
make the heat of i it © reater: j07,Y mer wer that tH0H 
177 ty life t F27726 #9, PI; th Y £ 607 1h; eh Thus Abs a- 
2427 | Dy i DULL 'Dp 24 him ; mird v nat his condition 
WAY 
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was, makes him with the greater ſorrow to teei 
what 1t1s, The: memory of former Joys ander 
preſent ſorrows, make them diing the more. 
Well then, if you would not hereafter 1cflect 
with an akin: FR heart upon your oſt enjoyments, 
think with a ſerious and thankful heart of the 
prelent offers, that you may in Eterniy reflect 
with joy upon your ſhort ſorrows in time, If 
a will not be acquai inted with God, you ſhall 
Be acquainted with the Devi, and know whoſe 
company is beſt by woful experience, {f you will 
not believe his Word, you {hall feel his Wor. « 
If his kindnels and goodnels will nor me! 2 
1s Power and jultice ſhall break you - , for bet al 
z0w 1s fo patient, will ere Jong roar like 2 Lyon, 
and rear in pieces, and there ſhall he none ro de 
liver ; be will break his ſ{tabborn enemies "__ 
3 rod of 1ron.. and dath them it pieces like a p90 
ters veſſel, Thoſe that will not know his love 
Shall know ſomething elſe; I will not ſay wha 
for it 1s inexpreſiidle, But only this re member, 
It ;'S ſuch a God that you will ! HIVE £0 dea! ! _ 
before whom the mountain quake, and the hills 
remove out. of their places, before whom che 
great Tyrants, of the world have falleri ; and fhaik 
you itand f Where are all thoſe Giants ? Where 
are the -inhabnants of ihe old World ? Whac 
is become of Nimred that mighty hunter, and all 
ts fellows ? Where are all thoſe daring Kaners, 
that ſcorned ro accept of a pardon, wy and 
peace, and which had the courage to grapple 
ah omnporency it ſelf ? who got the day ? 
woo bad the worft of i at laſt ? and arrrhou 
ronger then they ? is thy power greater, thy 
ander! tang deeper, by Ally Yes MOTre Cor _ 
R Yrable 
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rable then tbeirs ? A fly _ be too hard for 
Pharaoh, but Pharach can never be too bard for 
God. Becauſe judgement 1 is not ſpeedily executed 
againſt thee, thou thinkelt therefore it may be 
it is becauſe wager cannot deal with thee, and up- 
on this account thy heart is fully fer in thee to do 
wicked wi ankag thon, for all this that God 
will 5ring thee to judgement. Conſider this, chat 
as k; 3, a5 it ſeeins to be now, the winds may riſe, 
Gather of a ſudde en, the Hezvens 
y be over w'5 leg 2 Moment ; and what will you 
CO "the { when Heaven and Earth (ſhall be in a 
Flame,” then you Will be ſcraping acquaintance 
with God, then you will he g'ad t © be owned hy 
(11 mM, then you would willmgly Chrii; ſhould 
t3Ke notice of yOu, and ſay, Yo:! viefſcd of my F a- 
ther ; tieni you will ftand atthe door and 
knock, and cry, and pray, and plead, and ſay, 
J.orc 1, Lord, hace 7 Not bang It Ar ty. [7 20uſe * 4 have 
j not eat at th; y talptr, and ti WY ht in toy name im our 
ſtreets ? and yer thou ſhalt he dimilſed with this 
ſhort and ſha rp ani{wer "pane: 7 bnow 104 ts 
Fiow do you like (1: h an anſwer as this 1s ? how 
will you take it when you {tand begging at the 
door for one a = mercy, one drop of 
Chrilts blovd, to be ſent away with a bitter ſcorn 
and denial, or elſe to be anſwered wuhb ſilence ? 
Whcreas you were invited to the fealt as well as 
thoſe that went in, and you wouid not hear, 
though G 20d ſept m1 eflen ger after meſſenger ro 
tetch you, you thought your oxen better com- | 
; pany then your God, you took more pleaſure | 
| Wy 1w your dogs, then in the hunting after thole | 
mi ke r things. What do you think of ſuch- ex- 
| poſtulations as theſe ? whar replies: can = 
bh MaRkxc 
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make to theſe ac cuſarines] ! 6 long you will ind 
theſe things realities; ere long Fil your friends 
will be dead and One, and it they WO. 11d hep 
you, they cannot ; your e: itate will be confumed. 
vour houſes will all be burnt, all your atten» 
dants, except careand fear, will ſhortly forſake 
vou, your Gold and Silver will 1 ot ere ,0ng be 
worth a ruſh, and whar will you do then ? nay; 
the greateſt friends that you had will become 
vVour enemies. Little do you think, as _— as they 
{ecm to be, what your good fellows, the World, 
and the Devil will do againſt you L tle do you 
think how falſe your Irien ds will prove wen 

it comes to that, that they fee > that all is going £ 
then they alſo will help forward Your ruine. 
Thoſe that you durit bave truited your hte with, 
will accuſe you and help to cait you, Thoſe 
which incouraged to fin, will witneſs againft for 
jfin. Your g0ud Fe lows, your Confederates in 
v/ickedneſs, your deep Friends, that you loved 
more then God, that you did not ipare to ven- 
ture your lite and foul for, O it will make your 
hear: ake to {ee ſuch come in againft you, which 
you thought ioved you fo geariy ' 'Oto have a 
Wite, a Child, a Husband, an old Fr; tend ro COME 
before the Judge, and ro make known ſuch 19S 
as you hoped bad been buried for ever, It will 
make your ears t0 tingle, to hear one crying outs 
Lord, ifitbad not been for bim, } had rurned 
and repented ; it's long of him har I am in this 
woful condition z I was reſolved many a time 
and oft to ſeek afrer another world, and to pro- 
vide for my foul, but he wouid nor let me alone; 
when 1 began to be ſerious, be laughed and jecr's 
meg and wou'd NeYer De R quiet til be bad made 
by ime 
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me as bad 2s himſelf; he carried me from the 
Ale-honſe to ite Tavern, from thence to 2 Play- 
houſe, from a Play-khouſe ro a Whore- houſe, 
from thence to ihe High-way, from thence to the 
Ga0l, from the Gao! to the Gallows, and from 
thence } came hither ; and 1 may thank him for 
all chis. Ohow will men look when they fee the 
belt friends that they had, come in thus againit 
them / this *tis to rruſt to faithleſs friends ; this 
*tis ro make 1ipht of acquaintance. with God. 
Your Gold and Silver will be a witneſs againit 
you, and will eat your fleſh as with a canxer 53 
your Children, Relations good and bad, will 
ſpeak bitter things againit you; your own Fa- 
mily ,will curſe you, and fay, Lord, we never 
heard any thing of God, except in an Oath from 
tis me-urth , we never heard any __ of Relig1- 

| 's Family : 
and thoſe of ns that were a little ſerious, and be- 
72n to think of our ſouls, he would fnib and 
brow-brat, and never give us a kind look till we 
&id as he did ; nay, the Devil who now doth ſo 
much flatter firners, and make them believe thar 
hes 1G mach their friend, will then thew him- 
feliz he will then be 2s cruel as he now ſeems 
ind ; he that row tempts to fin ſo impetuoully, 
Will! hereaiter accuſe for fin violently, and tors 
mens tor fin annercifully, The peopie of God 
which weep over ſinners, and pray for them, 
and wiſh them well with their ſouls, will chen 
lee juſtice execuced upon their neareſt Relations, 
without the lzaſt ſorrow ; nay, they alſo will 
come in againſt them too, and fay, Lord 1 told 
them of this woful day, O Lord thou knowel: 
I forewarned them of that which is now come 0 
As a 


OL nn "RT IE Ie 


Tm <e_ e——— — 


' (245 


_ paſs, ITpleaded with chem with all the compal- 


fion that I could, and they ſcorned iny pity, 
they would nor piry themſelves, but inade light 
of that glory which they are going from, and of 
that Heli that rhey are going to;z and now, 
Lord; 'thou art juſt and righteous, that thou hait 
thus judged them, This will be the language of 
thoſe thar are your beſt friends; the. people of 
God they will be your enemies one day, if you 
will not now mind the making of your peace 
with God; they muſt and will, be on Gods ſide 
2g2iNk all the World, they muſt and will take 
Part With their Friend, and clear him when he 
judges, and juſtihe him when he condemns you. 
Q that you that are now {rangers to God, 
would but conſider of theſe things © that you 
would but rhink what this bartel may be, where 
the combatants are ſo unequai.Stand {till O Sun in 
the valley of ejalom, till the Lord have avenged 
him of his enemies : Mufter your ſelves, Oye 
ſtars, and fight in your courſes againſt thoſe mis 
ſerable ſinners, that have waged a war againft 
their Maker; plant your mighty Cannons, ſhoot 
down huge Hailſtones, Arrows of fire, and hot 


Thunderbolts 2 O how do the wounded fall 2 


how many are the (lains of the Lord, multitudes, 
multirudes in the valley of Necifion, for the day 
of the. Lord is terrible. Behold Gods enemies 
falling by thouſands, behold the garments rouling 
in blcod, hear the prancing of his rercible ones 
the mountains are covered with Horſes an 
Chariots of fire. ' Gods Souldiers run from one 
place to another with their flaring Swords in 
their hands, Arm'd with the juſtice of God, jea- 
loufic, power and indignation / O the dreadful 
Tow 7 
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flaughter that is made, Millions, millions fall, 
there are nor able ro {tand, nor one of them can 
lifr up his hand, their hearts fail them, paleneſs 
and trembling hath ſeized upon the ſtouteit of 
them .all. The bow of the Lord is fttrong : from 
the blood of the ilain, from the far of the mighty, 
the bow of the Lord turneth noc back, the {word 
oi the Almighty returns not empty { How do 
the mighty Ones, fall in the midſt of this bat- 
tell | A hot. battell indeed in which none 
ſcape? Who is he that comech from &aor with 
dyed garments from Poſrab ? This that is glori- 
ous in his apparel, and travelling in the greatneſs 
of his ſtrength, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name. 
Wherefore art thou red in thy apparel, and thy 
garments like him that treadeth the wine-far ? [ 
have troden the wine-preſs alone, and of the peo- 
ple there was none with me? For I will tread 
thera in mine anger, and trample them in my 
tury, and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my 
garments, and I will {tain all my raiment, for the 
day of Vengeance is in my Heart, and the year 
of my Redeemed is come. And IT will tread 
down the people in mine anger, and make then 
drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their 
frength to the Earth, rhe band ofthe Lord ſhall 
be known, the power of the mighty Jehovah fail 
be felr, and his indignation rowards his Enemies , 
For behold he will come with fre, and with cha- 
riots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with 
fury, and bis rebuke with flames of fire : For by 
fire, and by his ſword wili be plead with ail 
fleſh : and the flain of the Lord ſhall be many, 
and the Saints ſhall go forth and icok upon the 
Carcaſles of the men that have tranſgreſied 2- 
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cainſt me; for their worm {þ al not : dye ne's 
ther thall their fire be 9 queriched, and they foa)j 
dy an abhorring unto all fleſh, Upon the wicked 
he tall ram ſnares, fre and brimitone, and bor- 
rible tempeſt. This ſhall be the portion of cheir 
Cup f This *tis 10 Bohr againit God.!- This Hs 
:0 defie the Lord of Hoſt ! This *tis to refuſe a 
peace that would have been ſo_unſpeakably ad- 
yantagious! To ſpeat'a a little plamer, this 15 all 
thar finners are like to ger by their ftanding it 
Out again(} the endong of Grace and Mercy. And 
re you {tit} defirous ro engage in this dreadful 
war! Wii! you {til} bid de chance to the Ale 
mighty, and make nothins of Tuch tlungs as you 
have heard of ? Is the loſs of y your bi ood, the fofs 
of your Sou), your utter 1! doing for ever, no 
oreat atter with you ? Well then, $0 on botd 
inner, Arm thy ſelf Cap-4- = , gird thy ſword 
ypon thytingh, ger thy thie dar d buckler ready, 
prepare to meet thy God : Go up, O thou valiane 
Warrior, and let's fee thy valour, behold oy 
enemy hath raken Le CHE . £0 up, and look th 
God in the face if thou darelt ; come {hew thy cif 
a mark for God, and rurn. not thy back like 2 
coward, venture upon the mouth of tte Cannon, 
ruſh upon the thick boff:s of Gods buckler, 
v0 lons ro periſh everlaſtinsly, You have beard 
what the war will coſt You, and as you like it 
now, do. And what do you laugh at all this ? wel 
then, gs 0n,but be it upon your peril, your biood 
be upon your Own Soul : As for me { could no1 
have ſaid much more then I] have, ro difiwade you 
from this deſperate enterprite;z I foreſee what a 
caſe y vu will be in, when you are in the hear of 
the batte!}, and I deſire to weep in ſecret for thee, 
R 4 AS 
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zz one that will moſt certainly be undon, if thou 
Got not ſpeedily alter rhy mind, wherefore my 
loyns are filled with pain, pangs have taken 
hold upon me as the pangs of a woman that 
traveleth, Iam bowed down at the thoughts of 
rr heme T am diſmayed at the feeing of thy 
deſtruction. The finner ventures for all this ! 
He is marched into the field | Ser a watch-rman ; 
It him declare what he feeth. Who meers that 
furions wreich ? A Lyon, alyon rcareth, he is 
torn 1n pieces, and none can ſave | tim, he 1s go0g 
'7e 1s gon | hejs gon for ever ! and w who may the 
mad man thank for all this ? Who could help 
it” He would venture though be was told as 
much, Well her, ſee whats Ke tO befallihe 
enemies of God : You hear whar is like to be the 
corgition of all them that will nor be aquainted 
with God, Firft, or Laft, you likewiſe may de- 
ho!d what a cafe you your cf ihall be in er 
ic belongs, except you de ſpe <dily repent of you 
ws and meet your adverſary in the way, aud 
1mble your {elf before the mighty Fehor/ah', 
cak quickly ! ? What will you do ? Turn, ox 
urn 'Repent At, or Dye, Yer you do but heat, 
you: do not fee! [; Dil thouſands, and millions tc « 
what the diſpleaſure of God 1, what the breach 
vf his .Cov 'engnc is, and what eficcts of a war 
with the Lord of f Hoſts is, O bewiſe by their 
falls, er their deitruction be your ren, 
take N heed Waat vou do, leit you be the next that 
Cod ſhall deal with as an enemy : As wk (0d 
offers 10 - Friends with you ; but whether God 
will do as much to morrow as he doth to day, 
Ido nor know, {te} y 01 z bur 10, 2s hard put - 
Ling tt to the yeriture. Remember you bad large: 
I” Pr! fers 
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proffers of Grace, and pardon made to you, God 
hath ſent 1s to let you know his will and pleaſure, 
and we demand of you from him ro give us your 
anſwer ſpeedily, And what can't you yet reſolve ? 
Is it ſo ditficulr a baſmeſs ro derermine whar to 
fx upon ? O foolith people, znd unwiſe ? O un- 
ſpeakable madneſs! How juſt muſt their condem- 
natian needs be, who are oitered ſalvation fo of- 
veny and refuſe it ? who _—_ {0 oft rold of damna- 
£100, and yer run into ut ? #3 a word, who might 
: God for their Friend, and had rather have 
Ferein ate heir enemy 
+ The next head of Atotrves, by which I 
mighr inforce this Cuty of acquaintance with God, 
way be taken from the examples of rhem which 
made all the Friends they can to get acquainted 
with God. Behold a cloud of witneſſes, which do 
all with one conſent fpeak high in the commen- 
Gation of this Friend, that I am periſwading you 
all chat I car to be acquainted With. Are you 
wiſer then all your neishbours, 15 the ignor ant 
© bjection of forne chat would take it very het- 
noufly, if we ſhould call then tools, when we pur 
them upon a ſerious diligence in purſuit of the 
beſt rhings ? Why, let me retort this objeRtion 
npon ch themſelves, are you wiſer then Enoch and 
Noak ? have you more underſtanding then Abra- 
nam, Tſaac and Facob 2 Have you more wit then 
David? Are you wiler then Heman, Danze, and 
many others of thoſe brave worthies, which wer 
ile wonders of the woakiis Non-fuches of thei 
age, and 4 paitern to fucure Generations ? This is 
was the greateſt piece of their aldom ro walk 
Wiki God. this was the beit of their policy to pet 
19 py Allie 3 ts ſpake them to be men of 
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x deeper reach, and a larger underſtanding then 
others, becauſe they made it their buſineſs to get 
2cquainted with God, and thus to make their in= 
rerelt 3s large as Heaven, and iheir peace and 
proſperity as ſare as the oath of a God could 
make it, Do you think that all theſe men were 
miltaken ! did their wiſdom le only in a pru- 
gent Management of their W« "rl dly attairs C6 
£17 be ſt advancd zge ? whatthien, did they mean 
ſoine of them to jeave all thar r' ey had fo chear- 
fully upon the command of God ! dare you iz y 
that they _agr4a the favour of Cod at roo high, a 
rate 7 as for their parts, they thought they could 
never value ſuch a friend as God too much, 
What elſe Was the 1n« aning of Lew longing y 
panitng, and breathing afier Lis Way clie 
c they fo glad of his company, 1s preſcnce ? 
{ow loath were they tq do any thing that mig oe 
be in the lealt diſpleaſing to him ? 'Whar diaer 
moans Cid they make, if he did but withdraw a 
while, if he did but a little abfent himfelf from 
them ? how wonderful defirous were they of en- 
joying communion with him ? how” earneit ro 
tive in his houſe for ever? Dare you lay that 
there were all foo!s and mad men for refuſing the 
embraces of this preſent world, for lighting 1! 
imies, and under aluing its __ ellos: 
and chooſing that favour of G09, i hough with 
the ſcorns and reproaches of the etargs rather 
then to hazard his anger, whote wrath burns to 
the bartom of Hell Behold, Soph A _$lorious 
company 9 thele itand upon mount £:o0r7 _ 
Harps in their hands, with thoſe hundred : 
torty and four touſand, and the Lamb with S 
umerable multitude of all Nations, Peopic, 
anyu 
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and Lawgnages, Why all theſe were of the 
Friends and Acquaintance of God, or elſe they 
had never had rhoſe Crowns, Robes, and Palms 
in their hands, Now, why ſhould not our ſouls 
be as dear tO us as theirs were £0 thera ? Will not 
Heaven be as good for us as them ? 1s it not as 
needful for us to get a friend of God, as them ©, 
Will not God do as much for us as rhiem, if we 
will but do as they did, walk with him. The 
truch of ztis, the number of chem which are ſa- 
ved is but few, in compariſon of the multitudes of 
them which know nor God, and go the broad 
way 3 yet for all that, take them abſolutely, rhey 
are abundance; ſo many that the Scripture ſaith 
they are inyumerable. Do but read over the Hi- 
ſtory of ſome of their Lives, rurn over the holy 
Records, look ſometimes into thoſe Sacred 
Chronicles, - and behold how chearfully they fer- 
ved God, bow actively they followed the Lamb 
whereſoever he gues, through thick and thin. 
Hear what their language 1s now they are got 
bome fafe, now Chriſt bath brought them to 
glory, and they are at their Friends houſe, What 
do they talk of ? what is therr diſcourſe about ? 


do they complain what a ſad journey they had 


of ;i through a howling wilderneſs, aiter they had 
patſed the Red Sea, through a rhouſane ſorrows 
and irials? do they fay that now they are at 
their journeys end they are weary, and with they 
ad never taken ſo long 'and tedious a journey ? 
do they not rather ſpeak the quite contrary, and 
thablf it were to £0 again they would do it with 
far more ſpeed and chearfulneſs then they did ? 
Liflen, hark, methinks 1 hear them from the 
walls of the New Fernſalem, crying our, Come 
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away, come 2way, fall on bravely., follow your 


Buſineſs Sallanmly but a lictle while longer, and 
the City 1s your own; fetch your ſcaling lad- 
ders, rin vp apace. mount the rampiers, fear n0- 
thing though the Devil play bis Artilery upon 
them, yet it 1s bur powder, he (hall never give 
you 2 mortal wound : refift him and he will flee, 


and toe ned 15 yours 01k Spoil, the Crown, the 


FHionour will pay for your pains, blond, and dan- 
ger, Fall on brave ſouls, fall on 3 the valianter you 
be, the more {ate you are. Methinks Thear thoſe 
noble Saints encouraging of you to get acquain- 
tance with God, and ſaying to you that are yet 
afar oft, COMme near, Come aVay poor ſouls, 
come away, what do you mean thus to delay ? 
O little do you think what a friend we now find 
of God , it was but a little, a very little that was 
rold us ofthe excellency of Chrilty and: the glo- 
ries of this place, . co what we experience ; It 
was no falſe report that we heard when we was 
upon carth, of the happineſs of Heaven : O here's 
2 prize worth the running for; a Kingdom, a 
Crown worth the fighting for, an Eitate worth 
the looking after. We have not now our ſtint , 
we are not dieted with thoſe Spiritual Dainties, 
we have not now and then a ſip, a draught, a bit 
in a corner, but we are at the fountain, we are 
daily feaſted with infinite pleaſures, our hearts 
are full, brim full, they run over, we ſwim in an 
ocean of ſpiritual enjoyments ; theſe things are 
beyond your capacity now to underitand, Were 
we to live upon carth again, and did we know 
what we do now know, we ſhould ever pine with 
our earnelt longing for God, the living God, to 


be in his immediare preſence, and xo be as that 
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angelical work of praifing, ſerving, and loving 
him for ever- Wherefore brethren,ler us encou- 
rage one another, Come let us go up to the houſe 
of the Lord, his dwelling ts 1n Salem, his palace 3s 
#porz mount Zion. Why ſhould not we £0 on as 
merrily in the paths of Wiſdom, as the wicked in 
the road of Hell * How do the Devils Champions® 
encourage'and hearten one another up 5 How do. 
they laugh, ſing and roar, as if their life were 
the only life ; for ſhame let's rell them they lye in 
their teech. Who hath the beſt company, they or 
we ? the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Apoitles 
and thouſands of Martyrs are gone finging before 
ſome of onr dear Relations, Fathers, Brethren 
and Siſters are newly welcomed by Chritit ro his 
Fathers houſez and they are. bletling that rich 
mercy that hath conducted rhem to ſuch a place, 
ro ſucha friend ! we have many thouſands of 
Saints Militant that are going along with us as 
faſt as they can, and God himſelf will bear us 
company, and why do we yet linger 2 O thar we 
wzre upon the wing ! O thar our ſouls were like 
the Chariots of Amrunadab! © that the Lord 
would ſtrengthen poor ſhort-winded Creatures *! 
© that we could run and aort be weary, and walk 
and not faint! © thac we mighe have now and 
then a hearty meal, and that in the ſtrength of 
them we could travel rothe mount of God 1 O 
thar that acquaintance might now be happily 
begun, which may never have anend ! U that 
God would vifi us oft, and get into our hearts *£ 
© that he that gave thoſe Worthies in former 
tiracs 10 much grace, wouid. pour our of the lame 
Srace in abundance upon our ſouls! O that he 
would ſhed abroad his loye in our hearts ! O that 
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we could maintain 2 conitant intercourſe with 
h:n here E tl we come t0 2 perfect enjoymenc of 
min glory hereaſter | O that we may fee thy 
ace” , thy | plefled face by faith ! O that thou 
( V. ouldeſt cauſe thy giOry CO paſs be fore '1$ , ()} 
that thy 1 marvellous loving kindneſs might be 
MLAGEe KNOWN TO A CC mMpany of pO00r Creatures of 
15, Whoſe delire 1510 fear thee, who would fain 
tove thee with the ſtrength of our fouls 1 © 
bleJed are they that love thee, that are beloved 
by thee 7. 
q, | might ajio infift upon anoiter Head of 
Aforioes, which: is named 1n the Text, which is 
this, Acq anne now My | elf with hin, and thou that: 
be at PRAC: .  Fhough t! ere > noting but War 
on every {ide, you thall have peace, This peace 
of God, whatſoever you may think of it, 15 un- 
ſpeaxably 2qVvanizgi0Us ; the benefits that would 
ACCrue to 2 foul upon this peace are infinite ; It 15 
4 | peace th, e paſfecn all un if rſt: 7G Ag. When we 
IVC cbis p DCACE C COnciud eds We May arive a brave 
Trade hoy tr deiturbance for the riche{t Com- 
modities. If we were thus acquainted with 
God, we frail have ſuch 2 peace as that we 
may laugh ar the ſhaking of rhe ſpear, and 
cot be mach diſturbed when we hear of 
Greadfall things abroad in the World. He 
that is acquinied With God may ſafely veri- 
ture up and down, he hath Gods} paſs, a ſtrong 


; [1a of WAL i9r (15 = ny OYs he bach {ſuch DOW=- 
erful allies that he need not fear ; as long as he 1s 
- at peace with God, he is ſure nor to be quite OVers 


come by man, Heis: t peace with himſeif, when 
the Aire erchoes with [Nos aud Nurs ys. and 
the roaring of Guns, a imulick rhai pkaſeta ' rhe 
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Devils Ears He may ſtill rejoyce, becauſe he 
hach a bird within, which ſings ſweet)y ; there is 
2 harmony between his will and Gods, a har- 
mony between his heart and his mouth. This is 
no ſuch' contemptable thing, and if you knew 
what a wounded Spirit, a fire im the boſom is, you 
would ſay ſo. This peace that ſach a one hathp 
is 2 wel-grounded peace 3 not ſuch a one as is 
built upon ignorance, and hardneſs of heart , but 
ſuch 2 peace as reſuirs from the ſence of the par- 
don of lin, and reconciiiation with God, through 
ine blood of Chrift; That blood of Chriſt bath 
walhed bis conſcience from dead works. Sins he 
had, and hath, but fome of them he ſees lying 
dead ike the Exyptians upon the ſhore, others 
*riving for life, with 2 deaths wound upon them ; 
and though he bave enemies {ti}} living, yet they 
2re ſuch as ſhall never have the abſolute domint- 
on over him: as long as the great quarrel be- 
rween aim and God is at an end, all is well 
enough, the Law bath nothing againſt bim, all 
his acciiſers are filenced ; Chriſt hath fulfilled 
and ſati-fed the Law for lim; The great Crea- 
tor bath given a full and general acquittance, all 
debrs are diſcharged for him, and therefore the 
man haih little reaſon to trouble his head 
much with cares and fears ; now he may go up 
and down any where, ard not fear the Seryeant, 
{iis noble farery hath paid that vaſt debr, he haik 
laid down the ren thouſand Talents upon the 
Nail, ſo thar the man is at peace with God, he 1s 
2\ſo at peace with all the Creatures in the world, 
from the glorious Angels that are in Heaven, t® 
the meanelt inſet or plant ; they are fo far from 
doing him any real barm, that they all are fer- 
VYants 
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vants to the Friends of God, _y all rand ready 
to oppoſe their Enenes 3; and thoſe of chem 
that are mortal are ready to tay town their Uves 
for one that {ſtands thus related co God. ror 
Wien any enters into £70 veriant with God, God 
alſc makes a Covenant for them witt: the beats 
of te held. Gorent peace have they that jove Gods 
Jaw, and norhing thall offend them ; = N 2 one 
1s at oe with d- pany and the prave, We read of 
ſome  profanc Monſters that made a + ror 
with dearh, and were ar an agreement with Hell - 
Dt his Govenant wil Loon be broken, becauſe 
he rhat harh the } ay of death and Hell, the 
DOVCr of hte 2 an d deat! tl, HGevVcr {u! hſcribed (T6, =; 
Articles: of their agreement. But now tae god 
inan hath a Friend that hath wade a "6.20 nt 
for him, A hr COVENANT with dearh, and i H 211, 
fo thac none of them tall cver do him rhe leaſt 
wrong. As for death, Chriſt hath took out it's 
Ring . 35 tor the grave, Chrift bath ſpiced, and 
teafon'd vt, 11's Power 1s maiter'd, it's Terrible- 
nef« 1: _ away ! it's now no priſon, Chrili 
hart OPePNEC the doors of it, and now » is but a 
Chamber of repote, a bed to reſtin; and he tha: 
hath already opened this d: "ons oo it Was 
bolted, 'bar:t*'d and donble-jiocked; can Wer Wil 
cre Jong open it 27am, and awaken bis from 
Cer fireps and 15 This mnconfiderable 2 Ts nor 
fuch a peace as this 1s, defireable © Who that is 
weli in his wits, ww40}d nor be glad to be in fo 
ſecure a condition asthis peace will put himin ? 
And who are Ike to have the benetir of this 
rice, but the Friends of E :04 ! Orherefore if 
Ui Varlie FOUr OW JEATt, 1, YOu V o2ld he 1s 
turbed trom {torms withour, 6 Hearr-quakes 
within : 
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within 3 0 YOU wage i4VE ea te (rea £42 112 
| rlcaven and Marth, at | C Will! you; It \ 
| would have Deatt; wnil __ and the Ciave 2 
Chamber , and not 2 \ Pr. why then , ge" 
icquainted with God, and you thell be at 
peace; 
| 5. The next head of 7onves, I might take 
from theſe words, Thereby good fhall come 
| unto you. Acquaint your ſelf with him , and 
| be at peace, art { thereby good ſhall come wnto you. 
| Brit] ſhatl here be but brief, Think of what yOu 
will tat 1s good for you, and if you are ac- 
quainted with God, you (hall have it for asking 
for ; or that which is far better than that which 
you defi Ire:For the Lord God is a Sun,& a Shield, 
he will give Grace and Glory,and no good thing 
will he with-hold from them which walk up- 
rightly ; that 1s, from choſe that are acquainted 
:h him. Ay [Hs 3 37S AFC Mercy a2d  cruth, t0 
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Sou! brought home to Chriſt, one drooping ton] 

omforred, is 2 oreater mercy (for all the 1gno- 
ran world make 06 thing of fuch things as theſe) 
than to be inveſted with the pre areſt Honours, 
than to be poſlefted of ail ihe Riches, than to en- 
10y ali = Pleaſures that the who %e Word can 
afford, But O, were Mens eVes Opel: d,were men 
within fight of thoſe dc vouring t1ames, then 
they would believe | that a Chrilt were worth the 
having; Grace a Pearl chat cannot be overvalued, 
and that no Trace was COMParavie 0 A Spi- 
rit tal Merc] 2aNt, no Art like aar, DY whict One 


may turn every Ling * 111t0 C301d. Bur if it be the 


' the 


good of pleaſure you look more after , Can there 
be greater pleatu: 'es than thoſe which are 1n the ' 
pre{ lence of God ? Can there be any greater plea- 
ſures, man to rezoyce in God, and to be made 
welcome by him, than to drink Flagons of that 

excellent L quour,w ict 5 better than wine? Gan 
there be berter Mulick.chan to hear fo many Mil- 
lions of ſweet Voyces {inging Halelujais! O 
there*s a Conſort ! Tnere's Melody dead} ! If 
you defire that other £00d,the good of Honeſty, 
a rare accompliſhment nerfecion of Grace, 
purity of Soul; wherewnhal ſhall a youog man 
chooſe his ways, but by taking heed thereto, AC- 
cording to his word, We [! then, lay all rheſe 
Motves togeiher,and itt's fee w herher they will 
any whit prevail. If the nature of the perſon 

with whom 1 would fain have you acguaimed, 
if all theſe 2dmirable qualities that are m him it 
] may ſo call them) may fignifie any thing, af ail 
choſe Slorious effet ts of AcqQuaiz! 'znce with God. 
weigh any ibing with you, one would tliigk by 
this time You thould be well reioived, 1f the 
2 2 danger 
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28% V0U afraig of Randing It out ; it good or 
jt pence Or WAL.If life or death, If all tl;is be 
wie! nOthins, wiiat t . ſomething f If 
*j <e M7} I olegdin 5% CELOV T3 rhe binigd oe 
i & is & {644 MAY, At $; yg 33 i bY A L 
Grit have any you 'e if rhe expot ulations of 
is Embatiadors may be heard, Why thouid you 

20! then be perſwaded 2 If all this will nor move 

5%, What can we fay more ? It we could ſhew 


and ihe £30ries Ot another world, 


t yon fee the Face of Chriſt, could 


the world rcach you hearis, 
!2 you by any means ro mind the 


ternal peace, we woiild do it with 


"2 Jf we were ſure 0 get YOu With 


CYINg Y Ci AC! Ainted d with Go d, we 
aly "OMe begging g 8g,0ur bare knees 
heſeech you io be reconciled to (509. 
dif; a] day a coming,” and are grie- 
k. What A x fa 778, raking G you Will be 1 

OW the cale wiilt hen be altered with 
hy we” not be perſwaded to be recon- 
) what a woftul condition will 
TT hich have heard or read theie Ser. 


| MIGNS, an: VET for all roar, W60}d not minid ihe 
looktns aſter ac LM 008; with God ! How will 
ſuch with that they had ne r been born, or that 
rhey hac their being in Loos of the dark f 3Vage 
corners 0! the v vorld, where rhey might never 

, have ticard of the L oftr ine of Reconciliation ,be- 
z! Tt G1amn ed 1 VILO k 20d gay 3d 1 INON with C hriſt, 
: Peace With they Fended Maker, rather than 
? Paving neard of theſe things to make light of 


d, and to have 


of Peace,and io chooſe 
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Wars tO hear of He aven, At! 4 go to Hell, th:s 5: 
ad indeed. ir would have been. far better for 
ſuch, th at they had neyer kno! rn {on WaVs nf 
God, than afier they have RG them, to 26 
inthe ways of Folly, © that men and women 
had bur ſuch ſerious rhoun gs: of tiieie things 25 
they will have ere lono ! Otharthey would bur 
believe Heaven, and Hell, and Ecer ny to be 


ſuch Realities 35 thortly taey will! Orhat mens 
hearts were bur ect 4 with things, as they will 


be when their ſouls are Juit a going, Or a little 

after they are in another world! | Bur O the miſe. 
rable condition of the world !.O the lamentable 
ſtare of Profefiors, that make no more of the fa- 
vour of diſpleaſure of God ! Nay, may I not fay, 
O the folly of the Children of God themſelves, 
rhat are no more in Gods Company, when they 
know they may be ſv welcome, when they have 
raſted ſo. oft of his kindneſs, waen they were 
made ſo much of the Jait time that they gave 
him a viſit, Are not men in a deep ſleep, "Thar 
they do not hear ? Are they. nor blind, that they 
do not ſee ? Are rhey not 16norant, fooliſh, and 
mad, th at they do not underſtand their intereſt 
any bett cer ? It is not without 904d realon, that 
the Spirit of God doth to, ofr cry our upon fin- 
ners for their 100 res >CTIPEUre ſaith not in 
Vain, That there is none 1114t hath Hnderftandinsg, ns 
zot oe. No wonder that they which have bur half 
2 cure fee men like trees, that thoſe which never 
138 a through work ,do r10! orize Chriſt, O dur 
char thoſe which have been arowgat nigh by 
zrace, who were fomerimes afar off, that flick 
hould be fo much {tra 1gers ; for thoſe that have 
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may be conctuded _ een my ſoul, and the pre: 
C:OUs Pr ! Bur alas, alas, where are the hear! 


e this ſ{iitren Ry: ' Where are the Sovis as 
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are any white taken with this infinite Beavty 
How few have any real love or good-wili for 
Clrit ? O who hath believed Our rej | 

whom is the Arm of the Lord revealec 
and many Socom ds mores, bave been pieadins 
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here, ſhall remember them hereafter if you be 


r the bcrrer for this dj lourſe, you will carte 
the day rac ever you heard :r;it will be 4 CULLING 
Se: whek anothe: er day you ihall ay ro your 


own Soul, at Luci 8 time, ſuch a one aid beleech 


me in Chriſts tead ro he: reconciled ro God, and. 


FE 


woul. 10t : Curſed man that | was | I made 
nO0thing of all the oirzrs of Grace and Mercy, 1 
made lntle 2ccount of theſe inroljerable Tor. 
ments which now make me ro 5, my teerl?, 
Hear, O unhappy Creature,thart 3 1t yetallve, Be 
Of ye palt | hope ! O that thou = aneſ fee thy 
ſad ſtate before it be quite paſt remedy ! O let 
me izke up a lamenrarion for thee, as one whoſe 
condition is beyond expreition deplorable! O 
that I could ſpeak as affcQior ately £9 you as One 
did Jately, who ſpent his {trength and life a- 
monpſt you all, v:z. That I can neither eat nor 
drink, nor fleep quietly, whilſt I rhink of the 
danger that precious Sonjis run every moment, 
while they are unacquainted with God ! O thar 
mine eyes were waters, andl my head a fountain 
of Tears, that | might weep day and night for 
poor Chriſt- eſs Creatures, tnat langh and are 
as Cheerful as ii no danger were near them, 
whereas thar diſmal Cay approaches apace, 
wherein tl:;ey muſt bid an everlafting | farewel LO 
ail cheir pleaſures, and lie down for e 
the icaldins wrath of an angry G od! o [and 
aſtonithed O Heas ens, and wonder O Earth! 
Here's a man that ha d rath er. be a Beall than a 
man,a Devilt han wu int, rhat preters Ec!) before 
Heaven, that Joves Death and hatcs Lite , Here" 
z man that makes wow; of going to Hell, 
124mnarion 1 i a7 Tied: I th 127 he « {?] its Wit. Tis but 
4 :MNning. 
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carnning, he ſait 'F- Bur damning ! Ts that ſo lipht 
a thing, —_— £0 de laughed at ? W ell, if that 
damning be nothing, never complain of it, whers 
vou feel it; Tf it be nothing,never groannor b:te 
YOUr tongue, OT BU naſh your recth for it: If 
Heavy et Four. ( SOul,the  fayour of God, CIC 
nal happincls, be ſuch {mall MATLETS, NEVET COM 
plain for the Joſs of them, Well ten, belike you 
re plealcd Very well wich your « hoice, and you 


do Ci vole ratt! er itOc 130y the bz \eafurts | of MM for 
: moment, than the pleaſure; of Holtn ſs, which 


Fe 


faſt for cyer. There ſtands 2 finner th; it _—_ ail 
this z, and frets and j6ameth at the Denrng of its 
it's 4 fortnte 19 bis Soul to be within th © ſound 
of ſuch Truiis ? Why ,act like one in his-wits : If 


rhe bearing of Hel and damnation ho otro! uble= 


Gat ] may, 3; DO! jNible, Preva: | leave 
1 tew ſerious gueſt; ons with yon, which I charge 
You in the fre ond 2 Of God ſeriouſly T0 conſider 
of, and to vive a wiſe an{wer to theſe fol oW1ng 
Quettions, 

Oueſt, 1. Are Wein :0G5S Which you have 
heard ,true,or are they nor? Do tt not the Scrip- 
Ltires ſpeak the ame hy 35 which 1 do? Dare 
VOL i2V that the wora of et 
bur Of W. che Bible, dip where you will, whar is 
that you mo * Is it nor ſomething ihat 
hath a tendency ro what I Dave been reaching 
of? O thar you would bur give your ſeives the 
trouble of {earching t the Scr: Prures ro fee whe- 
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ther theſe things are ſo, To wut purpoſe ao 
vou think thou 1d we (pe2nd our br-ath ! To what 
purpole ſhould we follow y 08 Wjih ſuch exhg 
tations, 3f we had not ſome grounds ior what 
Wyo 


we lay ? If chere be no ſuch ung in che word of 'N 
G0 fs ug then do you not | y fo? \Why, do ? 


you not ſhew us 5 it, 1{there be ſuch a piace that 
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Gith ; there is noneed of repentance, that ma 
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Do > ta fuch 2B0NICS A about thei : things, if there 
weren orhing at alan them 2 Are all the exper! | 
ences of fo mary thouſands of: Saints, but meer 
fancies ? Speak Chr i{tian, ſpeak, What do you ) 
{a7 to his ? Are all thy joys,thy anſwers of Pray- ; 
ers, thoſe iweet diflies that thou baſt fometimes 

fed upon, but dreams ? Doth not thy very blood 

ſtir in chee, at the very putting ſuch a queſtion 

to thice ? -anit thou not ſay, that thou halt ſeen, 

that thon hail felt, and that rhou haſt known 
nndoudredly, that Spiritual things, are realities, 

tne gr reateſt realities in the world, and that thon 

hat been as much affected with them as ever 
chou wert with henhing of ſenſe 2 Let me, the 
meaneſt 


a. 


ae, 
meaneſt of ten thoufand, tell the ih;Felt Arhieft 
ple werid, thatih = {cen theſe things fo re- 
ali d, that I thall fooner believe that ] am 
turned 10 2 jtone, or am dead, then beheve thar 
Snirittals ire natities and Eancies. ] am confident 
'f chere be any credit 0 be £1ven to both cyes,and 
-ars,then thetic Fnge are true ; ard had you {leet 
but what SYaVE {een 11'« dying Satnts, and heard 
What It have heard, yo wu wonld euly have been 
CONV:iced, [ thas! there 1s lomerbins in commun 00 
with God. fomet! ing in ſpiritual . ao | am fare; 
it there - be ; Wy L ruth 1D } Fe OCT pw C Self the word 
of God be tr ue, if Chriitand the fpOES WELE 
106 all miſtaken, then theſe trinpsaretrne, If L 
ſhould tell you 2 bulineſs that did concern your 
Houſe, or you ir Children, or Body, or any 
wor idly thing whatever, upon my _ 2 perſonal 
T6: 


cnowled ils, would you not re. adily affent ro what 


þ; a us _— i. - % 4 n 'F Tp py 4 $ 
lay ? 1 am per{waded you would | he far rom 
1 % / 4 : ” þ 3 ay *_ ' A Py == 

fulpeAing the truth of whar 1 :ittirmed; 1 am 


ready to think, that there E none of you zl] that 
think that 7 dare tell you thac which gs falſe. < 
hen, Why wil you 10t believe mem a buſineſs 
ar greater conſequence ! And if you ask me 
9 wh ar purpole do ] ſpend fo much time fOr no- 
chin o? What nee | ſpeak at this rate? WI bat will 
{ make Infideis of you all 7 Whar do I think that 
YOu are ſnch Atketiits, as not to be{lieve.thar the 
word of God is true 7 Weil then, you your {elves 
ire witneſles that the word of God [Firue, and 
tnat You do believe all that is contained in it, and 
y rational inferences deduced from it : 1] Nall 
£0 eretore take 1t for granted, that you give Your 
ent <©0 triele tiings, if you be Chriſtians 
ro: profeliion, your v:ry Name ipeaks as 
| muck ; 


_—_ "dl 


Bac 
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much, Now my next 
this, ; 
Oueſt. 2, Are theſe things oi we 'glit and iM- 
portance, Or are they not ? You hear that they 
are matters I concern your eternal life or 
death, Soul at tairs:; andarec not theſe matters of 


the great t conſequence * eG; 5 acquaintance Witt 


God, the © dapnines or miſery of a Soul, your, 


making or undoing for ever, be inconliderablc 
things, What then are great things 3 ? IS it a mat- 
ter 05 greater importance, to loſe the f1ohr of a 
laicivious Play ? Is it an attair of gre: iter we eight 
to have the frowns of 2 wanton miſtr iſs, or the 
frown of a God ? You ſaid even now, that the 
word of God was true, if you will itand to thar, 
I defire no more; How 1s it written?Read a verſe 
or two, turn to Matthew 5, 30, Oe Jour 
rignteo orfucſs exceed thr righreouſneſs of theScrives 
and Pharikes, Ju ſhalt; 77 110 C, £ enter wo the 
Kingdom of Heaven: And Johr _ e P. :xcept 4 
HAN VT be; Hz avnin; | Ie Cannot fee HC Kina _ 67 
God, And God wi - Pour Out his wrath upon 
the Heathen, and upon the Families that call nor 
LON his Name. Doth t not the $ Scripture ſay,thar 
i5 tic one thins neceifary ? Are not theſe things 
called by the Lord C -brilt, the weightier thinss 2 
Mat. 23-23. 1 hope p you v vill not ſay,that God 

5 miſtaken, and that the Scr riprure ſpcaks more 
of theſe matiers than needs What are. you 
gone from your word ſo ſoon; did you not {ay 
phat rhe word of God was true,and 2re You no 
of another mind, _— you | find (1130 1t re- 
quires more. {tr; ;Rneſs, willing 10 fub- 
rait to ? But arc you llaned a thir, and are 


you conviaced of this alſo, ina the Do&rine ot 


£LeECONs 
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C273) Ks 
Rec9ncihiation, Acquaintance , and Peace Witlt 
God; are airs of the highelt i importance it ru 
worid*And do you indeed believe this ? and, will 
you ſtand to it ? well then, my next Qt aeſtion 

ſhall be this, 

' Queſt. 3. What do you mean then to mind 
ſuch rhings as you acknowledge to be moſt un- 
queue 20ably truc, and of the greatelt conſe. 
quence, with fo much inver ency and coldneſs* 
what reaſon have you then for your {range neg= 

e& in your proſec: ating « of them ? what, 1, ſay they 
1 wrethe greateil things in the world, and will 
you lay iheyare 1ea)t to be looked after # Is 18 
any Prudence and Wiſdom to be very ſerious a- 
bats rifles. Gary co triflle about rhe moit ferious 
things? Are Heaven, ihe love of God, ard the 
like, dy your own confcilion tae mort won 
and will vou roake 110 of thcin? O tolly: and 
Hyprocrilie ! Out of try own mouth thou {bait Le 
condemmea. Doit know tit at Heavy en and Hell are 
be! fare y O01 U dolt it OU KNOW thai j the OTe 15 UN» 
jpeakably SLOT 2s, and tne other unſpeakabiy 
dreadfa 4 Ki d FEL for 3:11 f 1115 a ott NON itand þ de- 
murring which of theſe thou ihouldett chooſe 7 

nd Caceſt 'hou for all this ventures on in mw 
whict h leads to the region of Ececnal Darznels © 
and though thoſe chat know the way betrer then 

you, and lee you ride on fo hallily and merrily, 
call after you with earne{ineſs, yer dolt chuu fill 
rurn thy back upor. them ! Confider whether 
you act in theſe attairs, like one that 1s well in his 
wits. is God the belt friend in tte world,and yer 
his kindneſs leaſt ro be regarded! Man .whac haſt 
thoy to fay for thy feif ? O What brnits, and how 
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Ives ! how do they fay 

9d ate CONTCary ' CJ iet me 
10 renew my Expolſtzlation with 
2c loath te be accounted fools ! 
| ave the favour 
O11 Wh Ve YOU thi''s ; 
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(275) F 
to be true, and the things contained in it to be 
the molt weighty, and yet will you {ti}] paſs them 
o'er, as if there were nothing at all in them f 
Oueſt. 4, My next Queition that T ſha} pro- 
p2und to you, and deſire your ſerious and fpeedy 
anſwer to, 1s this, Do you believe that you can 
find a better friend iltizn God ? can you men 
your ſelfany wicre elſe ? is there 1n Heaven or 
Earth any that can do as much for you as God 
can ? is there any one that can take you off when 


_ | 


YOu come to be accuſed for Hig Treaton againit 


the King of Heaven, and to be arraigned b-fore 
that jult Judge ? have you got that which will 


quit your colt in getting of it, and conntervail 
the loſs of a Soul ? what 1s it that {till hath an in- 
tcreit in your beart, that is thought io bean e- 
qual competitor with God for your deareſt Jove? 
:11tbe indeed. that which will Shieid you from 
the arrceits of fdeath, and the wrath of the Al. 
mighty ; if it be thar which can ſheiter you from 
the torm of his difpleaſure ; if it be that which 
will do you as much good as Heaven, and make 
you as happy as God can; wity then I have intle 
rofay; make your beſt of it. Bur conlider well 
what you do brit, be fare char you be not miſta- 
ken, have not many thought as you think, 
and have found their miſtaxe when it was tov 
late ? 

2 neſts, Do you think thai this world will laſt 
always with you ? do you not believe that ere 
long you mutt die, and your ſoul appear before 
God, and by him be ſentenced co its everlaſting 
{tate ? where is all the glory of thoſe grear Mo- 
narchs which deſpiſed God, and opprefled his 
people ? what is become of _— pomp "_ 

S O 
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(1 als, and tjic beat 
cf OuwHna! 1 WW ; there! 
bet ng granted, ihat nothing 15 more certain then 
Death, and that it is appointed | 07 all men once 
to dic, would you rot then be glad of ſomerhing 
that will ſtand you mitead afins dea ch, a Friend 
i ancher worid ? y oY | then do yYOul t 7 fpecdt- 
ly get acquainted with him who Roe can be- 
tend yo tin that dreadiul honr ? 

Qz-//, 6, What do you think will become of 
VOU, if s ſter ai this YOu £0 ON im yYOur old w ays < [s 
wint wil become of you do you think if you 


\, Tp FER j *s £ 
FOULG d1e WItNOU t the know edge of God ? WAL 


CI" et oo oa 6 x ! -$0 
ry of it a« 3 flower that 1s cut 
[h ſuddeniy ? Well then, this 
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Seat falvarion ? what do y ou th; _ har thoſe 
which did once as For Go now, kiche Chrilt, and 
never look aiter Recon: 143210N Vv ith (509, Ire 
OW a GOING It ancther world ? what wouid 
ou do wn TS calef ſhouid one come to YOu tie 
{ Heaven, or oit of Hell. how wons- 
erfully do you rhink, you fhowd be »#feftzd 
i the Narration which they woul6 p1vVe YOU 
of the affairs of the inviſible world ? why then 
will yon not now be affeited with what we fay ? 
tor aſſure your felves, whatever you may ihink, 
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(2737) 
came from the dead, and ſpeak to you of theſe 
EHNSS, 

Qveſt.7 An otherQueſtton 1 : wou's DL pound 
10 yOu, 15 this; Are you willins tu be rt te 1{- 
pleaſure of God? can you undergo the weight of 
that wrath which made his back to yg who G Was 
mighty to dG and ty fer ® can YOU Wi Li any Þp4-« 
tience hear Lat dreads ul wo:d pronounced by 
tae inouth of that Judg,which will fee tothe exe- 
Cition of Mp {onto ot Depait f; 70113 7716 Je curſed 
anto everlaſiing torment: De part from me Je wore 
þ e7S of 14] 11qH ity. Rot { brow Jo? aat © Car YOu Et 
dure without 1% trouble that aiding ROM Wrath 
WiOICh 15 abunda! ny More Dinka] then Fire and 
Brimitons, more intolerable then to be ſhur up 
ina ha hery Furnace, or to be doylied ing 
Caldron oft melted Lead.or whatſoever torments 
:e wit of men or Devils can invent ? Can you 
ith any patience bear the tone, Gout, Toorhs 
ach, Chollick, or ſome ſuch diſtempers of body 
whi ich lait but for a white ? O how long do you 
think che time when you zre in that coudition | ? 
how do you tofs and tumble ? what Jat enable 
moan do you make * do not you think yOu can't 
be too much piricd i; J that condition ? how then 
will yo51 beable ro lie down 16 thoſe rorments, 
the leaſt drop of wh! w 15 abundantly more pan. 
ful chen the Sreate!t rorment that ever you ſeit in 
your life 2 If theſe ſeem dreadful ro you, why 40 
yOu not £0 the way to avoid them * which is by 
getting an imereitin him who hath the Keys. of 
Hell at his gridle; for there 15 no condemnation 
to them which are in Chrili IE ſis, tothe 3 that 
ae brought into a tate of Reconciliation and 
Acquaintance with God by his Son our Media - 
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C76 in _— 
and cloath him in very good a! Pparel, and take 
him inio your own houſe, and rake as rnch care 
of Lum, as if he were your own cniid : ſuppoſe 
frer t FER you {hould D1C A i its 1 QUO $30 ſome {mail 
piece of ſer vice, and he in ſtead of ir ſhould fap, 
Comand your inal, and Gs your Work, = 7 (elf 4 and 
in itead of anſwering vour kindneſs, ſhould offer 
you the greateit abufe in the world, and after- 
DS afrl 


y "OE p 
Wards £01 n{pire Wilt a COMDANY 9! PID $0 roD 


& muriher ponney Ot i vou like this ! ſhould 
you thinlÞchar ſuch a fellow as ih hid [0T GE= 

erve a halter raiter then 36 union { UL NOW» 
:f after this you us >uld tend after 14S ungrateful 


wretch, and teil fun, that you are villing to for- 
Het ail that {s palt , and £0 receive 11m into the 
6! cate it fivour, and never tocsii his former 
ickedneſs in his reeth ; COW would VOU "3KC IL 
at his tiands. . If 1 Q NoulgeR itznd 1 know not how 
I ns diiputing whecher he ihoutd accept of your 
poſs or Dos whe her be ſhould chooſe the 
2nd Gallows, ©: 7 your Houte but it aſter 

£ rh ib1S wo 1 ſhould fenc 1 met! [eng er afier meflen« 
per, and offerio give him all that you have in the 
World, and ro beſtow your only Daughter upon 
him, and to ſettle preſently a oreat Eſtate upon 
him with hers how would you take it if this vile 
ungrateful beggar {ould put you off a great 
while rogerher with ſorne poor excuſe or ather ? 
bow would you like it if he ſhould make light of 
all your offers, and tell you he thanks you for 

nothing, and ſhould undervalue your kindneſs ? 
Would you nor ſoon reſolve not to crouble your 
ſelf any longer with ſuch an anthankful mon- 
{ter 2 would you not let him rake his courſe, and 
0k much pity k:my if he afterwards ſee PD Ee dif 
1 4 iIErSNce 
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oy (2%) 


F it n 1ct 2 miracle of mercy, a prodicy of kinds 


Ou {O. And now That will i you do ? VU 


you {ili for ail this g0 On iN YOUr COntemp? of 


pL 
God ! Will you its? refuſe ro know h: mn, and 
never mind acquaintance with bim ? Will you 
{-;H1 b -odiffroon vhether YUUu nave God for 
your Friend, Or your enemy ? Now you bave 
deen tendred ſuch a m3.ch, will you make ano- 
101ce, will you detorr your heart ſomes 
Woere elic ? And when you have Jon rhar, fare 
yOu ftand ro your choice, and : lay, that you have 
Sos very wilcly in _refulings God and in im- 
be 11s preient world * Will you maintal 

'fatthe day of jud gement, that you hive don 
well to refuſe acquaintaiice With hiuntelf, and to 
run the hazard of his dif perſure ? But you will 
not, you fay, trouble Your head with ſuch me-« 
are; they are ent ough 
iO PUT 4 MA heitdes his W1ts 5 5 You ho! &© [0 40 as 
Weil as _ 's, and folons you care nor. Well 
roeng 13 fees you are refaived; though, let Me 


<——nd CET FOE 
45 BOHY Fan Ta IQ thy. (+ 


tell you, it 7041 ire contented to fare a5 moſt ſhall 
fare at laſt, you wilt he contented 0 be phat; 
{or the SCripture 15 exceeding clear m this, that 
te number of cole that go to fReaven,ts a very 


ail numbers 2nd if vou will noc take my word 
for it, {for i EY i would not chat you ſhould 
t2Ke my W ores; Hor at Mm:ans breathing without 
warrant from Gods 's word, in things of fo high a 
nature) look into the e Scripture, and ar your let- 
fure, ponder a white upon theſe following Texts, 
Like 13. wy 24. Then {aa ere unto him, Lord,are 
rPere few that jhai be [ave a! Ind he faid mito 
$9677}, SIritye to Efigr 17 Alt the (trait fare, ji ur 
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many 1 ſay unto you, will feck.to enter in, and ſhalt 
not be F iq AMat. 20.16. Many are catted,but few 
are choſen. Ai d Luke 12.32. C *brift ſairh his flock 
is a little Aock, And the Churc 1 complains of the 
fewnelſs of ads IgE in this L; \Nguage. 1ic, 
7: 1; Wo zs me, for FT am 4s p "hen t t1Cy nave pathe- 
4 the jwnmer yes I might heap up abundance 
of Scriptures, 0 tne fame Nature, ,ail which ſpeak 
EHI< tO LS; et it 1s not {o commion a ihins to 20 
© Heaven as moſt : geopl le e recke )n UP. Bur yer 
if thou be reſolved, come what tag come, nor 16 
Cnarge VUUur Mind ; j! afie: r 10 f(IAatl E » ANN OS, 
and plcavings, you itil} continue oi ris judge 
ment ; Imuſt ſpcak a dreadful word. Your 
biood be npon your own Soul. T have blown the 
Trumpet, | have don what 11 me | 1&S LO CON» 
vince inee of thy Jangerous Rate, white thou art 
a [Lranger to Goo, and to br ing the to a {peray 
acquaintance with nm 5 but thou halt after imna= 
ny and many a tender given 1n this anf yer, hat 
as for co Sues do not defire to be acquain re 
with him; as for your marching with Ins Son, it's 
that which thou careſt not for he aring Of, except 
thou m; ohreft have his eſtate without his Sove- 
raignty ; thou wilt not have him for thy husband, 
except he will let thee do as thou liſt, and run 
a whoring from him when thou pleaſeit z Thou 
wilt not have Heaven, except thou may{t have 
it without holineſs, and as for the invitations 
of God, thou till makeſt light of them, neither 
promiſes nor threatnings ſignifie rauch with 
you, - Well then, when you find by wotul cx- 
perience what you have dun, know whom you 
mult lay all the blame on. Icall Heaven and 


Earth to record, and you your fclyes are wc 
nei © 
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nefſes, that 1 bave with all the 1 pity and earneſt - 
nefs that Iconld tor my ſoul rod you of theſe 
great things : but you think the flattering offers 
that the Devil make s to be mort advantagious 
-nen thoſe which (30d IT); iKes, 41d his { ICCViICe IO 
be preferred bet ore the ſervice of Chriit,and the 
friendſhip ofthe WOT to beeſtcemed betore the 
friend{hip of God:and the pieaſures of ſin,which 
are bur for a fold, you value Ore thoſe rt- 
Vers Bos D lea afares which are at the 2 right hand of 
God dd for evermore. Now,ifyou 1 -ontinue in this 
mind - lame nor me » you milcarry for ever 5 
VU muſt whether yo u will or no Fam fer your 
choice, 109 not fav bur you were Id of theſe 
things ; this 15 not the firſt ime | by RE but it 
may be the laſt rhar you may ever hear for all 
Fiat EF KnOoW. Remember r YOU YEre O) nce weil Of - 
red, Do you think that ——_ "_ will aiways bars 
with ſuch unworthy abuſes ? fhall Gods 5 Juſtice 
12ver be rivchred ? yes, , Fes 
fic *hred XING ineflc 'S Will oft Gear at jait _ 
have vou yet to fay for your ſelf ? do you th 
thac | mean you any hurt by allthis ? except y oo 
0110 Salvation a hs 2nd KATH ine: » It felf ai! 
injury, Bur if all this Will not do, £9 then and 
Maze e the 2 be{t thou can{t of all thy Friends % let 
v3 fee how well, and how lons they will encer - 
:2in thee : ere 2 few diyes it may be, (hall bear an 
end, we ſhall hear how you like your cho ICE 5 
when they | ſizll rarn you out of doors, and tell 
you «Nb they can do nothing for you, you 
{& (hit as pes as YOu Can, 45 for chem, they 
can'c provide for theinſelves, much leſs for YOUs 
And then let's ſee who hath made the beſt choice, 
ne that js acquainted with God, and choſen bien 
tor 
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ger 'r h - that hath taken the world 
01 ' T » fee who Wii qo mo; t for 
heir frie ha na time of trial comes, Wher 
} tt: 


I 

Heaven —_ 1 Ex azeallin a Flame, wher, the 
Treurnper is f JUNGIN Q, when the Indge and his 
Artendants, C. lt and all his holy - gels, Ire 
commo, when the Priſons the Gra! are Open = 
£d. and the Pr rifon ners are brouz, "It forth Len 
ter; fee who w:ll have the chear Falle COUMe=- 


nance. he thai roldeth up bis band at ch © Dar, OF 
they thar fit upon the bench with rhe Judge : for 
know you not that rhe Saints, the Friends of the 
Judge, ſhall fir wirh him w hen he judgeth the 
world ? We ſhall know when rhe ftorm riſeth 
whoſe houſe was beſt, that which: Wis butlt up. 
on the ſand, or that which was built upon the 
rock. O that pe ople were now 0f the 1aime mind 
tbat they will be ofat the day of Judgement ! © 
that they would conſider, that it they will not 
now de at leiſure to think of tncſe things, they 
ſhall be at leiſure to repent of them hereatier, Do 
not talk.of {corns, and reproaches, and ſuffering, 
what, do you think that Heaven wiil nor make 
amends for all that ? which is moſt to be feared, 
the ſcorns of God, or the icorns of men ? which 
will do you muſt hurt,mans contempr,or Gods ? 
where is the man that will be au Shed our of a 
great c{tate ! becauſe a tool faith , that Jewel 1s 
nor worth tlic raking aps Wii! You therefore ne- 
ver {toop to take itup 7 Thet ruth of it 15, if you 
intend to make any thing of your Profeſſion, 
you _ be wiling t0 be counted a fool, and a 
mad man : ; but y« Ir mult remenber,it is by choſe 
chat are = hemſ-lves, O be not aftrighted 
from your Guiy by ihe talk of the rabble, 11 the 
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thing be ww ter the vice of it ſcare you ; out if ix 
he good, let not the fear of them which are yery 
incompetent judpes in ſuch 3 caſe divert you 

29 you think that fuch poor excuſes 
the day of Jucgement ? Wuat 
fo lay to God then?Lord, 1 would 
Ve __ tO have Pm thee, I would have 


= * 
k © a 
> wad 


y 
at 
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tiken forme care of mv foul, and IT would have 
inKen {ome Patns ,: abo! ur t the things of Eternity, 
but that | faw thai almoſt every one ihat ff x 


with any Grioulnek Ivrok after fuch matters; 
were ſcorn:d ,. lauphed at, &c, When I had 
had got into the company: of thole that were 
£z09iy, and I had halfa mt nd (6 g0 with them © 
Heaven, then my frie:ds fel: a je ering of me, and 
ask*d me whether 1 meancd to be mad to undo 
my ſeit ro rurn Puritane and Phinatick ? [Do you, 
I fay, betteve that ] luct 1a plea wilt {top the mouth [1 
of the Judg TC, 4 a Keep i bim trom Pri Done 
the ſe ntence ag: oh you * 7 will this hold ihe hands 
ot ju {tice ? will the thou ohts Ol L415 QUED:. 1 Or 
co001 theſe dread! ul flames * Be betier adviſed, 
O bc beiter adviſed for your ſouls take, ad cone 
fider how fuck creatures vil} betool ſremk: LVES> 
Who would upon ſuch a wifle part with Hea» 
ven ? that would be laughed out of Giery y, and 
ieered into Hell ? Is your mind yet altered 2? have 
you any thoughts or refolutions to ) look. alter 
your ſoul and acquaintance with God ©! Are 
there none of you all that asx by this time, what 
ſhall I do to be ac nzinted with God *- are there 
none of you that begin ro think rhat tt !5 "_ 
time to look ont for a Friend in a time of need ? 
hive | all this while een beating the air, ard la- 
bourcd in vain { ſhall] leave you all as 4 {Gund 
You? 
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you ! God forbid, Methinks I hear ſome poor 
fouls crying out by this time, O that I had but 
ſuch a Friend that would bring me acquainted 

with God | O that I had but a ſaving knowled 
of Jeſus Chrift! O that I did bur underitand whar 
jt means to have Communion with the Faiher 
and the Son,through ite Spirit ! I fre my ſeit un- 
done and lolt for ever, except I have an Intereſt 
in this Friend, O who will bring metro _ e 
How (hall | get acquainted with him ? O that 
15 a {weet language ! Thar? S A VETY good queitiung 
What fall T ao to be faves © bur d do you ſpeak in 
2r las neſs: do you fpeak in jeſt or in earneſi? 


"nos ne wowd giye you advice and diretiong 
would y you follow 1c in _{pite of all the oppoſition 
ot 4: L, f What do you fay, will you labout 
to keep exattly io thoſe DireRtions thar thai) bs 
given. Cf YOu W 1. 100 not queſtion bur that 3 Y OL! 
| God will be acquainted before you die. Bus, 
0 len 100 me -ake 2 or eat deal of pains and all r« 


Itttle pur mos 5190 you; do not now ſerve me 
as the Fews did Fere ah, come and ask Counte! 
OT! God, and take ihe Devils. Gur 1n '10PCS that 
ſome pQOc focle may in S00d earneit defire Di- 
rections with an intent to tollow them, I ſhall 
BiVe the em as follows. 


L DIRECTION; 


It you would be 3cquainicd with God, Jabour 
to ger a through ſenſe of your great eſtrangment 
from him, and of the danger of ſuch an eſtrange» 
ment. This is thar which makes people ſo well 
contented with their condition, becauſe they ſee 
no great evil nor danger in it, Men are ready ro 


think 


/\ 
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think Ve: "we ell of chetr condition, although th 
be enemies to God,and 0 Friends to Chri LES 


"TmIes 1 0 Go Y l | (neV {, 'Qrn - WO2T Y ® þ "UJ5 I chough 
ll this Wine They expre ls rhe greateft contempt 


of him conceivable ; though ay ny netter 
21s Comma ads, Fhreatmo! gs, nor Promiſes, 
thou gh i hey value the company of a drunkard, a 
whore, before the coinpany 0! God ; though they 
ols all Bo they Ca!) a (od, Loy C nol nmng 
that he loves, though they f1Ge m_ Gods preate it 
enemies, YEL they 4 oho r to be thought ro be any 
others then Weil withers to Chriit, and the 
Friends and Servants of God , though they ne- 
:r come. near (390, yet ihey take it very tt if 
they he not reckoned am: Uk Sit 1118 acc GO SULANCE 


and {peciall Friends. Where | is the prote for ral- 

moſt living, that doth not count it a 1119811 piece of 

uncharitablencts, if one is NU dS tern 

among the Saints, rhough they live more like 

bruites | How Þ 5 10ully do they take ii, if any 
Ut 


queſtio! nt = ſtate? They i ISNOrant of 
(30d ! They enemies £0 the Croſs of Chrift, they 
blind ! they pls converted | Wao is that man 


WIC þ dare G1eitioh their C onaition £ They l L0peE 
10 {are as x 45 I0Y preciſe Puritan of the 


? 


all, they will hope t© be faved, ay wiat you will 
then, YOu fnalln eVEL DEAL the en Out Vi edivis traſt 
in God. And tho wg h in Haihfuineſs to their 
Souls, we beg of NEwn tG Make 2 More diligent 
aquiry into the {tate of their Souls, becaute we 
Es, that the heart 1« fo deceitful, and we have 
Ve y grear caule to 11 _ that they KNOW NE 
God 3 yer they will go on SEP ecrinlly with 
cs contidence, u neil < brit hunſelf ſhew thom 
heir miftake, ard tel them plainiy thar be 
KNCWS 


(288) | 
knows them not, and that he never accounted 
ther: any of bis Friends. But now did men bur 
throughly underſtand their natural eſtrange- 
menr from God, were they but indeed fenſible of 
the vileneſs of cheir hearts, did they bur take no- 
tice ofthe Rebellions and Treaſons that are with. 
in, thecaſe would be far otherwiſe with thera 
thenitis. Othis, this 15 my reaſon why fo ma- 
ny millions of 'proteffors mi Ay everlaitingly, 
aid never come {© deſire the tt riend{hip of God, 
becaule they never believed that they were any 
Otherwiſe then friends Laney do nor fulpett them- 
felves at ail, bur think that they are rich, and en-- 
creaſed tn 300T is. and have ned of nothing, 
whereas the "Lo d knows, and Ciriftians know 
COO, that "png are poors and blind, and naked. 
Bl 6 nOW, Dain men begin 10 be thorowly fenf; 
ENMLY that 1510 their narures againtt 
hey fee what murinies and rebelli- 
re ein them 2 againſt rheir mott gracious 
Lord and Kitip ; and waen they are Made tO uns 
deritar dthe conizquen ices of this War, then how 
fenſibly d« othey. cry out, what ſhall they do ? was 
there ever any po3r wretched creatures in worſe 
condition then rhemfelves ? was ever. any ones 
heart WO re then theirs?are there any out of hell 
that are ſuch Monſters of fin as they are? O what 
thailt rg do; ihey ice the Fire kindled, and 
themſelves hanging over everlaſting burnings ; 
now all the res Ae Chit ; they believe noW., 
that God and Man are not equa Is:h 2t there 15 no” 
contending with the Almighty : who can itang 
before his indionation 2 and when they ſee ( 50ds 
Sword drawn, and the poynt of it ſee againſt 


their heart, when they behold the terrours of the 
Lord 
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7.ord fetting themſelves in xray aSainlt them] 
and themmfcives iKE to joſe all, then tow v welcome 
would the news of a Pacty be ? How ola 2d would 
they be then to hear of a Pardon ? Then down £0 
thetr weapons ; they wil ſooner come before 
< 2d with a Hz iter about their Necks, than a 
Sword by their fides ; they wall hel now Witt 
no other #capons bur Tears and Prayers : As for 
their Armour, they break b In pieces, and lay it a1 
the feet of rheir offer ded Prince = O 'f they 
mig bt but have a: j hope: s of par it woul. | re. 

their hearts #1 Ley mighr ha! 
of fk ndnels from God. it would be a Jreate 

} x Fi than 117 TiNe W whole Vy or id 
wk afford them. Fo whom can a «&1] 
firian be more welcom ne { 
came tO ſeek 
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be n30t made thus to Ut! nder! 
hed" V e {ſhoutc 
ne{tr. eſs With! hn WE « 
th it we can fay fgnifies ver" 
thi nd LS Pig great WOrK 16 done, '44 
ave Deen all his while in his bo ſome 


"4 


onwards in his journey £0 PORN 
pever ſet one {tep our of ns Ov _ rs 
21 intereit in God, and 5 
with nm, | hat] 
condition, that 
not One dracint of or ace, 
_ he hath _ | 
: But O how 
2nd know that it 


ofr before God, 
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corner, behold what ab n 
is in {uch an *. but 1s this Ar- 
mour {irons cr a God withal ? 
Gan*it thou with theſe 1p-leaves s Gefend thy ſelf 
acrrftihe arrowes of the Almightv!bchold what 
a condition thou art in, if ton itirrcft a Hep fur- 
ther, Yield ſpeedily.and throw down Cnne Arms, 
or you area dead man, Do you know this ? do 
you really believe rhis ? !s it poſtible ? m_ be- 
lieve that your Treaſon is fonnd out, ard that 
you are within 2 ite of Execution, and yer nor . 
tremble,& yei n9t ſeek nor defire pardon, When 
a man throughly underitands how things ſtand 
between bim & God,and how unable he 1s to car- 
ry on a War againft him, te will ſpeedily cal: 

bout, how be may conclude a Peace upon any 
terms. A: foon as Fenpbadzd knew what a conditt- 
on his Army was in, when he faw rhe Crowns of 
his thirty Kings ſhaken, and his warl be Captains 
CUT 111 Piece5,0 r to tremble, & be like women, when 
nite ad Ot -4 mighry Ariny of pk Vy 4rr19Yts 10 
martial ord ler,behaving themſclves bravely wm ihe 
1d, ke FLS chetr kar kaſes upor 
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J 
{nes caſt awaviand himielt wolſuliy deterred ow 
ipeecily doth he ſend away his Szryants, we 
Ropes abut t Necks, LO beg þ > upon any 
I erin f Wron the Cibeonctes ['t | what Gans 
gerou Fob; Sy 294i f ot PUAN , th / WEre 
J1IOT 10 F- Þef 4 VU.  MLAns 13. Mmake a Co- 
VEena",t With Niitt ya < Seval. Wile It goto le- 
riouf}; conitiger what a iad Condition it 1s 1N, 
vile it continues m Rebellion againit God; 11's 
4m CS fit ns £4 [(} and {Kt Oul UNS, 3nd ttfer (f,2- 
bility x ” | L471 [ 4 y I © «he 1. 


I Can 
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-. 0299) 
and ſtand mv Trind now if ever! O that he 
JON - TOR M) r:nd now. 11 ever; O that ne 
would ſpeak a 900d w ord for me, {ave mercy up- 
Vis HTC, Telos tow xy; 1 of [as 1d DAVE Hercy me | 
O make peace tor me, by thy blood; it hon wilt, 


thou C ( anſt ac [Nre ich 4 W Ord for © King p th \ern 
 . Eg : R - 

ail the! Saints 21d Angels 1 the worid ; if ever 
ary DOOr Cr: earur @ 0? ihe worid had need of m 


CY, then have. . () fer CY, MercVs MErcy for po 
blo: as ſake becauſe T ſhall ſpeak to this 
inder anothe: © Dire&ion, | {hail be the briefer. 
Now when a man is at this pals, heis in a fair 
Way for Peace 5 hut noOW as long 45 2 man 1s 
zonorant of all this, be is quite in another 
note, he will never buckle, and therefore he ſhall 
be broken, Therefore conitder well your condt- 
tion, obſerve the actings of your owr. Soul 3 if 
you be one of the Friends and Acquz _ ce Of 
God; what macans your breaking and bating of 
his Spiritual Laws! What's the reaſon, if you 
love Ge d, that yon can take no deliohr at. all in 
tis company,no leads ein his Sabbaths ? 14 you 
arca Friend of (300 3 NOW hap YOu come no otr- 
ter to his houſe, when he dwells ſo near you ? 
Why do you knock 16 Of ner ar 4s door 2 Why 
are you fo rare in your viſits 7 Is this your kind 
neis ? [« this Iixe1 Frina ? Ho W COMNes it to pals 
th t there are is many Art ms tound hid in your 
houſe ? Whar arethev all for ? What is the mean- 
v! 19 ot 4} | rhole ' cringe that VOu f1VE TO Gods 
Fe emies r W hat Pr. at tho! e 1 whi fr er i ings, P40tS, 
and projects fenifie ? > tlns friendiiip e > Can yon 
mean any good by all this? What do you fay of 
your Ct »nd:mion Do you ever complain, and thar 
teciing! y of your enemy again!t (0d ? Did you 
ever obſerve what z  deſperare wicxed ſpirit yoy 
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world fo much :; &@ ITO 56 reconciled CC God, and 
$0 have him for h1s triend, whom defore he iouchr 
2gainlt as an Enemy, we” 
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My next D:r- 2m to hoſe which would be 5c. 
nuainted Win God, ſhall be this Ger nm. 
ble arr, Which is the conſequent of the tormer, 
his Frierds, but fuch a3 have low Thos of 
themſelve es Toe humbleare the perſons that he 
Will raile, rheſe - they that h Wit 1 com erle 
moit with, theſe are the great Favourites = Hea- 
vert Which C 300 doth delight to honour, 1.234, 
83. The 1 ord 15 might to hems which at 0f a Or- 
ten heart,and javerh ſic þ as be of a contrite jp*- 
vit. God i i niph 1to them, (wah —_ ence be it. 
fpokin } God rakes fo much c: mpiacency in the 
compariy of ſuch, thar be can't coin. © have 
them far from him, he m ult it have them alw a\'s 
nigh to bim, always under i! s eYes ; as for theſe 
broken ones, he wall to be ſure not leave them 
lons, not go {ar from them, but wil be ready ar 
hand to ſettheir bones, to bind up their wounds, 
to keep them from | efteri nf. Tr may be he may 
put them to much pain before he >cings the Cure 
& perteAtion, bur 3t is to prevent future Aches, 
Heisa fooliſh cruel Chirurgeon, who for fear of 
putting his Patient ro fume pain, never (earcheth 
the wound, but sKins it over preſently: and a wiſe 
man will not think bio unnmerciful that puts him 
76 exquiſite pain, ſo he make athrough Cure of 
K. ,1hus God doth by his Patients fornetimes, 
when n the nature of their Diſtemper calls for ir, 
But 
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ſhovld look npon me: in kindneſs, or take any 


bpecial notice of me in ove , that would be a 
S&T? y ; 4 S ? tie. G% bl ? - 
VY ONGEF indeed, wy ha t, { 50d GK el] with f;1C } 


Yes, wah thee, if thov haſt. but high thoughts of 
him, and jow thonghts of ehy telf 5 the meaner 
thou ihinkeft of thy oxi the oreater worth he 
fees inthee, God will no only took pon thee, 
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will continue with the Humble Never reniove 
trom them, for any cor Gderable time, ML eres 
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beſt entcrtainmentyit 15 all at his « -olt, Ms bread, a 
f:rlings, his wine, bis ol, his cc nd, 's, his rick 
dainites. Where God comes,h: will keer 2 noble 
bone, & there ſhall be mirth and rich chee: 500d 
jtore, //4.66 1,2 1 bas fauh the Lora, Heaven 1s 
”} throne. cf Earth 35 my joot- {tool : Where 1s th: wo 
houſe 3 e will build me * And where is the place of 
my rei For ved Trot /e things D: itt mV hin made, 
end ill oe eons s bath been. faith rhe Lord ; bus 
to this man will / 7 ok. ven 19 him that 15 poor, and 
of & contrute jpirery and cremblech at ry wor a, (od 
ſeems 0 have l»w rhoughts o of Heaven it felt 4 

comnar:;ſon of an humble ſou'l;This 5s the Pallace, 
Wie re this Great King will ke p bi Court 3 this 
is the place of his 16ſt, Goda is not ſo much de- 
-- -- MRote 
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iichted and pleaſed in any of his brave Seats, as 
in this of an Hucnble Fieart 5 here he dwelleth 
moit commonly ; this was the great purchaſe of 
hie own Son; this was the Ma! ter-pic ce of h 
Power and Goodneſs ; this was the 1roj:t of 
infinite wiſdom ard counſel. Whar jpalt [ cio t9 
ve ſawed ?Is 4 Langu 17e that makes Hell in a rave, 
and Heaven £0 rey: "= ce, God i5never fo well 
pieaitc | as when be beholds the ocauty of bis own 
CIrace thining on 2 poor loſt felf-debalhns Crea- 
£{Ure, The ſpoute is adorned With Humility, 
when Chry? 77 ves her that viſit, Cant, 4-4 Gag 
{hath far onlore king! els tor one that 1jies under x 
{ente of InSown Vileneſs, that thinks hinilelt un- 
WOrtiy tO tr cad mpon Ge: Fi we, or to breath 
in hs Air,tl 11 for ihe my Mt confident 1EALeCOUS 
Puariee 1n the > VWoride Suct 2n humble Soul 
will be much in admiring of God, and will fer 
2 high price upon his rindaekis a ook, a (mile, 2 
viſi O how wzlcom are the, ro thoule poor 
remblins Ores ! Wherefore God d "th with fre- 
qt 4ency and love viſhe th 20 3 h« knows that be LCatſt 
never be unwelcome tr, ſuch, they will count it 
oy; highel bonour, that the moſt high ſhould 
cone into them in their low C 0 Mnditon. Where« 
fore if you delire £9 have any intimate acquaint 
tarce with God, labour to be 'more and more 
ien!tble of your own unworthinels 5, Rudy your 
heart and nature well, attd be more curious tt 
the obſervance of the baſeneſs and — of 
your own Soulz endeavour to have as mo 
tho ughts of your {elf as Paul had, who didn 
i tick to call bimelf rhe chieteit of here Io 
oy ves before the Lord, an he will exalt 
he that 1s little in his own eye, 15greater in 
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Lei hearts, and nature ;, thatihey never lay un= 
ler any lively {erie of their PRIOR (TOM, and 
Enin'ty againit God;and they were never bronght 
off fromiheir own wy reOuinets 3 , and {30 them- 
{eives poor, beggariy, ſtarved Crea ys ; and iti 
tis condition ets to buy Wine and Milk with- 
Out Money, and without price, But this ſy, 

excellent Grace, it makes the ſoul fir for 
eit enjoyments of God, and to G0 God 
the greateit ſervice. Were it pollible that God 
ſhould converſe much with a proud man, he 
would make it:ange uſe of it, he would ſteal 
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ous Crown, and put it upon his own _ 


but God Wea Ld not endure proud Angels r ear 
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Proud mein 1 £obeir plac es f The more any-one 
grows in Grace, and acquaintance with God, the 
ore he fees 07 N15 OWn vnworthineſs, the more 
Ne admires Free Grace, Why, ne oy way 
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YF. you ak be _— —. Yorn 
muſt viſit | Mm often,bx much at his houie, kaock 
at his door many times 10 a day, and reſo! 
COMMA KNOCK! tri] he open; and it he do 
200 COME preſently, wait for him 3 Y GU WOUj 
Is. 12S i nuch for YOu > Pri pas 217 1t miaaV bt 6 lO X 
TMIRATIeK PE; ton, We cati Te Xe eCt ! 0 he acquain- 
ted with them that we will not come rear. It is 
70 no purpolc torihat man to ſpeak of acquiin- 
tance with h God, who never ſpeak KS to him, comes 
at him, or cnquires after him, Neither Hank, 
fl;obr vifit or rwo In a Tranſktory complements 
FTGanner ierye the _ ; A Man may 10 this, cp 
yet not be {aid to be acquainted with God, A 
itra: ger may COINe One e to your boule that was 
never there before, and never intends to come 
againz andl believe you will tcarce write luck a 
QWNn GOWN among {f Y Or ſpecial friend . and nti- 
mate acquaintance, SO in Spirituzls; tor ac 
naintance and converie wich God are no frcl: 
ipht things as the world commonly rake them 
1d make 2ny ing of this oreat 
work of getting acquaintance with God, you 
muſt not jeſt in 5t, you 7 uit give God many fo. - 
lemn and fcr-viſits, and carry your felt with a 
the obſervance and ret pect ro him that you can 
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Burt now ſuch as tÞele 4G not come into Go as 
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ſay, dui they regard not whither he be ar. OCs 
Whither tNeV {pca k 10 God, and bave an anſwer 
from {0d or no ; they call ndeed,bur dejire nor 
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24 Miration 1, © f that intinite bon! 
inonld eo ſuch glorious | 
© Onternptible, for ſo rebeliious and unthank lul 
Fretch as that is. ( anncr Of is $ Lins | 
Q that 1 were i; 
lick Of love ! 
of my want [. 
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bleſe and adore his n1 gl loving kindnck 
Chrilt js a friend to Publicans and Sy x 
deed, or ſucha one as I had never been © 
fide of Hell. O love, love, lovs ! ? Wh at 
render unto the L ord 7 7 Othat men wouid Lieb; : 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and for hs | 
ful works to the children of men £ 3.0 1] 
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of Communion with Cod, you can't bur de! 
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height in anſwer to ſuch love z and when the ſoul 
is in this frame, Chriſt will not be behind-hand 
with her, no love ſhall be loſt between them; If 
the Spouſe waik out ro look for her Beloved, ſhe 
{hall find him beſore ſhe hath done. 

2 Another duty by which che Soul doth viſtr 


God ina ſpecial manner,is Secret Prayer; by this 


the Soui knocks, and God 15 quick of hearing, 
and none of his Friends ſhall wait without doors 
ſo long as to catch coid, By this the Sonl doin 
2s it were form Heaven, by this it gets jnro 
+! : x Y 7 OE COh, - PR , a Cones ; F-y EPI} - 
te prelence Chamber, and preſents its requetts, 
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cefs on both Hides, the Soul vifits God, and Go 


rilits the Soul, and this creats an intimacy, the 
Wounded GLreatity i Opens 11S Wi Was, 211q 


P 
then the great Phylician comes with the Balm of 
Gilead, Wien Facob is thus weeping and praying 
aione, he meets with God,he nicets a blefſing, ke 
wreitles,he corquers, This duty of Secres Prayer, 
and that other of Aeduation,are tne farning dus 
ties, Dy Which the Souls of Believers come tO 
Gods Table, and eat,and drink of ſtrengthening 
food; and tor want of theie,many poor fouls are 
thin, O why do Chriſtians, why do Profetlors 
maintain 39 fairer correſpondency with God in 
{ſuch duties wherein he doth manifeſt: himſelf 
more than ordinary to the Soul ? The reafon of 
this may be becauſe God accounts himſelf more 
highly honoured, and more truly loved by them 
which are much in theſe, than by others. By this 
a man doth as it were honour the goodneſs of 
God, in that it ſhews it worth the whule to ſteal 
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plaints and petiiio! _—_— ore earneit. in pl-adings 
witli G00, Karr ' uſe - ſuch -xpoltularions, P- 
{tures and Ge ifires, © Rk Intermiſtions,and groan- 
ings. luck ; pauſes 15 VOuid be verv unfit for more 
public b arty Wherefore ! lay ſomewlarthe M4)7Ee 
ftrefs upon this du ty of Secret Praver. But this 1 
fay 2 its WHere 0f1E of then; j\ Pract ced confer. 
entiouſiy.the other will nor be neviected. } TmIptE 
at dine - D wactic e & CXDerience O1 _ e derurmh G 11 (3 
{Nforce this di UTY, 12.aV TI 1 nev Fig &e been 
att ſo 05r,at midnight, <Ead GUI nothigg ar 2b 
by 1 It. F _ would ſcarce lizve foroor £0 « -4t, when 
He War ; aft hungry, EXCEDI te had cnet? ' vith 2 "ba ity 
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a Corner 10 itay his {tomach. 
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2. Fuji mg, eſpecia ly p rivatc £ 4a 18 An other 
duty: wherein God m Conus Soul, and the Soul 
ſits God, This Is 45 Jt Were CXecntion day, the 

y when the Soul brings out all the Enemies of 
God k0 be crucified ; this ts the day wherein the 
[dols are ſearched for, broughr ont, and buryed, 
or ground to PO _ and theſe are things which 
G-d will come to fee with tnuch delight, By this 
che Soul 1s as 1t were adorned, her deformities 
done away,and ſhe is trimmed up to meet her Be- 
loved. When a Saint faits from fin, and abitains 
from ſenſual pleaſures,then it 15 many times fealt- 

ed by God, and refreſhed with Spiritual enjoy- 
HR 

4.Anorher ſeaſon wherein God meets the ſon), 
and the Soul 1s viſited by God, is, when Chri- 
{tians are met together ro communicate expert» 
ences, Or t0 diſcourfc together — at 
things of God, What though moit of the world 
ace al hamed to own Religion Wen iT 15 Out Of $2 - 
X 4 ſhion ? 
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that this Paſſeover "= nad 11 everlaſting re- 
membrance. It I ſhould avppez 1 £0 the people of 
God that have kept this ſolemn Feaſt, and ask 
them how their hearts were ated, do they nor 
all bow their Heads, and Hearts, and adore that 
Goodnels that thould Save, Feed, and Feaſt 
them, and Pun ith, ; Kill, ind Damn oihers. Are 
there not thouſ: ands that can tell y v0u,that Chrilts 
Fleſh is Bread 1nd ed, and his Blood Drink in- 
aged ; no Proviton {9 grcaty no _—__ i0 
tweet, lo nob ie: 110) Interta;nment £ omparable 
to that which the Princely as 8] veth to his 


Spouſe in vans Ordinance : The King brings her 
into the Banqueting-Houle, 2nd bis Banner over 


aer 15 La ; the is then made to underitand, 
chat the Kifſes 0{ 115 Lips do breath Life,and thar 
bs Viſits at {noch a une, uſually leave behind 


them more ipecia: te [t3m: ON Ir. » of tHe | | argenels of 
his Heart, ove! hs 0i bjs Nature, and of 
his matchle{s Excellency, Speak Chriſtian, what 
1c { tho ou | 1ey3030 gf C anlt thou not ſubſcrihe 
hes t thou not able to ſay, that then thou 


hait caſted Land ſcen, conldit thou nat then go 
out and invite all che poor ftarved ftungry ſouls 
in the world, io come ard fee, and 1 ralte ! -Art 
thou 1 n0t woe to ſay, come, and I will an yOu 
W112 2x (. rift hati done 1IOYr LV foul. Le me as 
that Saint that hath bee; a fea ted many a time, and 
otr, what he ihought of his Entertainment : 

Were you not made welcome ! Was notthe joy 
of the lot [4 your trengr! :? Was ngt the Pro- 
vilion tbat the worid entertain 5 her friends with, 
bur _ , courſe, unſavory, compared wit? it ? 
Wh ch was beſt, the Husks, or the Bread, and 
{at od Calif, the Garlick and Onions, or the 
Manga. 
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Manna, the Miik and | 
Ccaule that the Faces of fome do ſhine, tne looks 
ſpeax, their Fare none Of t earit 
Activity is not 3 diſparavement to ihe Keeper , 
- 13+ 9 . ye 5 "> 4 * x3 ? " ? " | L. * $+3 C ih , & 
mquire turther, and you (hall be informed 1f 
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G)o1 Vo and | KA Y it Nm, that hat! refleCted 
a Glory upon it felf, and even Tran:tpured the 
Soul, thatis jcarce like tf jelt. 3nd there it could 
ſay, 'ts g004-being here; and then Chriit harh 
bid ihe SON! a it up 113 Eyes and look up to the 
Heavens, 100k « round [1 Or one de to the other, 
and look be coiete Te vitbie Heavens by Faith, to 
the Seat of the Bleſſed - well, all tb : is thine, LO 
thee will I give 1t, I purchaſed ir, | have paid 
for it, and *tis thine, and live like one that is 
worth more than a World , live ap to your E- 

ſtate, Expect ihat ſhortly 1 ſhonld fer you inthe 

Poſſeiiion of all : And xs for the World, look 
down upon that if it be worth : thy accepting ſo 
much 
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1h of i£ 4A4$15 good tor thee chou thaic hq Ve al. 
woe () d:d we ak- © hriltians but Knovw Whine 
oy, and comfort this Ordinance doih 

ves. T helieve mney would not be lo | hard! ly Per- 
ſwaded to come W nen they are invited ? Did 
they - ut "A {tard how f{weert, how wholſome, 
how dainty the Diſhes are whic b Wiſdom pre- 
Pats; could they but conceive what fatisfai- 
on, and fulneſs there is ? for thi e empty, what joy, 
and follace for _ 2 Mourning, and D:fconſfolate, 
wÞ at itr eng rh and { quickning for the Weak, [ 
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am realy Ke Fink that thev World farce be f ir 
5 4 1% ? F: Ks PS * bu Py 5. . 
y ns : 1hſert fromihe Lords Table : Þnt think nor 
thar every one that firs down 1s made ſo wel- 
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the exceilent Cordell Winch the great PhyGcian 
hat] ood d for the recovering, and itrength- 

nin2 of his poor fooning Patient S, and in @ 
word, its too like a toolifh, being fond of 
Our Sin ang Sorrow, Wien we refuſe the comfor- 
iGrtable 
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fortable Appointment ; which the Goodneſs, and 
and Wiſdoin of a Father, the Love, and Ten- 
derneſs of a Huzband, and the Sweetneſs of rhe 
Holy Spirit 2 doth fo treely offer, perſwade, 
command ; the Spirit (fauh, come, and the Bride= 
groom ah come, and why ſhould not he that 
Is a thirik come Ao tully, humbly, ſpeedily. 
Well now po! Dr weary Soul, what haſt thou to 
fay againit the Ce Leall ncy of reſt 2 Poor fick 
Soul, what Fault bugs thou find with Eate 

Health, and Strenorh 2 Poor euiry Soul, that 
Jaoks 1 Upon thy {ei IC 45 next tocondernned : What 

harm wou! a a Par, lon: = the pub] ique ſealing 
of it do thee ? Wao woul:! tink that man hun- 
ory , that Fad rather eat Atines than Bread; 
who world juage thar perſon thirſty, thar had 


rather drink £:534u Tears aid ene b ht OY than 

the clear efrething Streams that come from: 
k ' "= at 9-57 1*13 

that Rock the Lord Chfift ; Will you, never 


b2lieve that Chrilt invites you, look into the 
Note that be hath fent out Itis ſervants with 
_— Name Go ] | 

ſons that are invired ! of whar Rank and (Nualt- 
ty ? Are they tite Cxreat Ones of the f\ orld 4 
Are they ihe F earned >? Are they the Proud, and 
Self-conceited Phariſes ! V\ any, b hnd none of 
theſe in ihe Writung : Who are they then that 
m2y Come Wi! 1) Contidence to dra water out of 
thele Weiis of Conſolation. The Poor 1n Spirit, 
the Hung \ the Sic ck, the ca 4 the Lott ; 
theſe are al ls © * Betheſdah, where the Angel of 
the Covenant doth oft deſcend, and move the 
Waters; and where 1s 1t fitter for the Impotent 
to lye, than there where they can not miſs of a 
Doctor, a viſit, or Cure, What ney of 
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who would not be Chrifts Servant | never Gid 
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feel ſuch cranſcendent, pure Divine joys , ex- 
cept at ihe Lords Table ; and then indeed I Gave 
been oir io raiied in Spirit, that my Natare, ex- 
ccpt fuſtained by a Miracle, could fcarce bear a 
creater Weight of Comtort, G the unſp<skable 
valt ſatisfying Plcafures that Chrift in that Ordi- 
nance aotit aford {0; C of 3's Fob etimes ! I have 
heard another gear Erother ay. that for ſome 
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years together, ke fearce ever ales of {ome 
nNOtabic oOken Or 1.Ove at that 2995 r Or a NA: Be. 
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But I wonid nor, inftead of comfor ring, 404 1 - 
couragine the poor oo - bring him 1nto grea- 
oondings 2 Judge not theretore 
that this is the po! is of Fall Group :h:ldren, nor 
of ny at all rims tro have ſuch large e Diſcoveries 
as theſe. Heaven 5 reſerved fo + He ven 3, fone 
hy { 8- | ling! [C2 Metle, 1OMme a toudle, {one hye 
| Nan their PELNFen let all be thank- 
ful if the great Fo/eph inftcad of a Priſon, give 4 
Feaſr, and in it make tzinte It known to us ro be 
our brotier ; tes love him, and admire his cor 

deſcention, and be ready to wonder that heidorh 
fo much for us, rather rhan repine that be doth 
more ior others. It thou haſt fome drawings. 
and Jongings, ard mournings after Chriſt, ar:d 
a dee {erice of thy hargne fs,unbclicf,and world- 
linsſs be thankful it may be this is more whol- 
ſome entertainment, and fitter for the preſear 
Temper ard Conitn ON of thy Soul than thc ic 
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good and faiil ul Servant is molt likely ro have 
the Maſters conmmendationg, and to enter into his 
Joy. But more or © oh every fincere Sculat 

| 11! MM | re:hment 
at | the Supper, os * all the. rare D*thes 
that are lerved up, 60 q acttion burſome will be 
ſirable(itnotall)}ioa hungry, Spirgual SLomach 
I can ſcarce leave this {weet -Subject, the ume 
draws nighs and the Servants are fenr Our 0 30 
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vie, and thow, © my Soul, art one of ity Gueft 
that art biddeu. Hark, methinks 1 hear . Tm 
Px ene Nie hoſoever 433.4 Hair ft A [ Py. 7 £07318 
aud arink of th 4 4 3 WV Aiters of Life ; i7E ect) 9. 214i; } x: a 
the ſilver Tramper of the Goſpel, and Divine 
Love lounds a  Jubile Methinks the Air ecchoes 
With 2 firange Harmon Is | {omewhat like rhar, 

e 2.14. Glory to God mi tie bisl4(i, ana on 
Earch Feace, Goo "WING zorrare' men 'JoO0n' the 
very Heavens ring with t 
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( 320 ) 
Saviour ! a Saviour ! a mighty Redeemer ! a 
Pardon ' a Paradox Tiverty ! Leverty / @ glo- 
rious Liberty { and again the Congregations of 
the Saints, and Redeemed ones cry, Halle/ujav, 
Hialltelnah, Hailelujan. T had thoupht to have 
done, bur the Feait i fo {weet I mui} fall on 2- 
Sin + Here no Surteiting, the more I feed, the 
more hungry, and yet rhe more fatisfied, the 
more delighted : Here's nothing bur Falneſs, 
Swectneſs, and Love may be written npon every 
Diſh ; and Royal noble everiaiting Bonniy, may 
be proclaimed before every Courſe : All the dil- 
mal Bonds are thrown in Cancelled; all our 
Hebts forgiven and paid, the great Surety ſhews 
rhe Acquittance Jong fince granted in the Court 
of Heaveo, now its given 110 £9 the Court of Con- 
{cience. The bloocy War 1s concluded by a hap- 
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words, Friend, Father, Hasband The Chal- 


lenges of Law, Conſcience, and Sathan, are now 
flenced, the Inditements avainit the Soul are ail 
quathed, the Soul may walk now at hberry, and 
tear no Arreſt, who can Jay any things ro the 
charge of Gods Ele, its Chriſt rhat jutltifies, 
who can condemn , Chriit faith it, ſwears it, 
feals it, 1t cannot but be true, why art thou then 
cait down poor Soul, and why att thou diſquier- 
ed ? Chirſt hath madea bleſſed exchange, with 
thee he hath drank the bitier Cup, and offers 
thee the ſweet, which 1s ſpiced with Grace and 
Love; Chriſt both purchaſed the Crown for 
thee, and taken the Crofs to himſelf, he took 
the Raps, and gives thee the Robes, he became 
Poor, that thou mayit become Rich, he emptied 
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4 9-7 . ) 
lumſelf that thou mn bye be lied; he was elteem- 
xd as nothing, that thou mighteſ? rc m worſe 
than nothing, poſſeſs all things » and what now 
remains, but that with che oreate!! Gr niruceny ou 
accept of Chriſt's offer whenſoe ever he invites 
ral to his Table ? what doth better become thee 
chen the deepe!t reſentment of hi ki ghelſt kind- 
neſs. and a crateſu! cloſure with alt the over- 
tures of Divire Goodneſs ? O happy are che 
pow that are admitted to this Intimacy ! | hap- 
7 are the Souls rhar know the worth, the nfe of 
this Ordinance, and make it their Bofnefy vitely 
to improve it. O what an orporturity nave 
fuch of Chriſt he: re! wha at Reque't may ythey not 
then have granted : ind when Chrilt is giving 
what will he, what can he deny them which have 
his heart already ? ] have been the more large in 
chis, becauſe it was the particular requel&of one 
of my Brethren a Reverend Miniſter, thar in the 
next Edition, IT would not forget thar Ordinance 
in which God uſually doth mot ngnally diſcover 
his Love to his people. 


IM. DIRECTION: 


f you would get acquainied with God, pet 
45d along with yon, when you £0 to God. 
"ou are like to ſpeed no way fo foon as th 

way 3 nay, let me fay, all thar I have ſaid belvls 
{ipnifies nothing at all wirhour this. There 1s no 
Name under Heaven, by which we can be faved; 
but by the Name of Chriſt; and whoſoever 
comes 10 the Father by hymn, he will mn no wiſe 
caſt out, God car'r deny his own Son any thing, 
Y he 


He Call never [01 [£1 113 Fares at nngdc 1; ikinſ v0 has, 
by which he glorited his Fathers infinite faltice, 


and infinite Love, and did him more honour than 
all the Saints and Angels in the world, His Sor, 
the Lord Chriſt, hach fuch an intereſt in his Fa- 
&r, that he can as ſoon deſniſc tis own honour, 
2+10 refule any requeſt Lat 1s PEE nred ro him. 
by lis 50n, Tf Chri!t coine to _. and fay, Fa- 
ther, here is 2 poor ſianer that I have undertaken 
ior, and that flew to meftor rei; age; Look upon 
tim for ny lake : why the F one ers Aims are © PI C- 
{ently open ; he will not reject his Sons Petiti- 
ons, Thetruth of it 15,this 1 is © [Ne greateſt cauſe of 
the miſcs rriage of poor Creainres, that go 2bous 
to do rhar themſelves, and by themſ; ſelves, whi « 
they can never = px ph They goto God al 
alone, and no Wonder then the y meet with a 
frown ; i0r there is no Naine under Hea avCn, by 
Which a man can be ſaved, bur by the Name ot 
lirift ; 41d Out of -Ch1 -1{t,-( | (od is REOREneng 
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fire: & there 15 but one deciator ihe man Ghriit 
Teſus, And there is but one Advocate with the 
Father, jeſus Chriit tÞ righteous, That which 
Poſeph laid of Ben; tj 14m TM God faith of Ch: {ts CX- 
LEP FOu Dring ns alons with you, you 
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the King with his Son in tis Arms, thou! "E 

iccepred into favour, fer his fault be what in will, 
ler a man be whar he will before, yet it ye 
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(323) 
O therefore if thou wonldeſt have any countez 
nance irom God, beg for a Chritit to bear thee 
COmPary into the preſence of God. I will tell you 
this for your comfort, Qhrilt beth a loving defign 
in his keart ro do ſuch offices of kindneſs for poor 
Malefators that underſtand ſomething of their 
danger, Jf you ſce your (elf loft for want of re- 
conciliation with God, Chriſt he itands ready to 
texd you into his Fathers houfe, O did you but 
know how willing he is to bring undone loſt 
Penitents to God, it would make your heart leap 
within you for joy. Behold, how oft he asks 
after you ; what doth that {inner mean to ruine 
Himſelf ? T1 would with all my heart bring him 
our of all thoſe perplexities, and undertake to 
make God and him Friends, if he would be but 
ruled by me; and upon this account he ſends up 
and down many hundreds of his Miniſters to tell 
{finners as much, that they miay nut Le undone 
everlaſtingly, Doth nor Wiidom call { doth not 
Chriſt plead the Caſe, and expoſtulate with fin- 
ners ? and who would not, rhat hath any on- 
deritanding ar all of his fiate our of Chriſt, with 
all. poſſible thankfulneſs be encouraged to accept 
of Þis kindneſs ? Chrilt hath done as much as this 
comes t9 already for many Millions, and his Fa» 
ther never izid ro him, Son, why do you trou- 
ble your ſelf and me with fo many of theſe wret- 
ched wTreatures, ler them alone ro take their 
courſe. Where did God ever expreſs himſelf in 
this mariner ? did he ever take if unkindly that his 
Son. ihould eyery day brins ſuch Guelits to his 
ruuſe, and be continually begging one Boon or 
other tor them, or putting up fone Petitions up- 
ON IBC17 ACCOUNT, or pleading with [:is Father jor 
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(325) 
DIRECTION. 


If you would be acquainted with God, come 
much where he is wont to be, frequent his oule, 
lye always s at the Doors of Wiſdom, engage 
much in h:s Ordinances. This was.that courſe 
chat Pavid rook when he wanted Gods company, 
away he goes co the ho! uſe of God ; and, O vhat 
exrneitneſs doth he uſe when the doors of the 
Loras I ch were ſhut, to cet them __ 

g2in ? what moan Goth he make when he was 
ſor ſome time ſequetred by his enemies, from th 
enjoyment of God in his publick Ordinances 'Ar 
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what this micht de os lenence, that this miphr b 
the hour of Love © that this might be. the day 
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If you would be acquainted with God, you 
iauſt ger acquainted witch ſome of his Friends, 
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watt (1H }.-1 il you, the) e ant in 
ereltin God, znd their prayers tor yOu may be 
Aire: ENLIST! «tha VOU 2c AWA 16 Et 
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| yo 21 ſhall fee much of the Þ cauty Of Relig 
"IM 19 in him, and you ſhall fee how cheat ally: 
4110 comfortably he walks . now asx him what 
43 practice i5,and fo you,and do likewiſe ; have 
acare of barbouring fl thoughts of thepeople of 
God, or tor the ſake of one Hypocrite of cenſu- 
rins a thouſand fincere Ones. Juds vou whether 
this be juſt and d equal doing ? How would you 
be it, if one that bears ſome Relation fo VOu 
({:0Uid do ſome vile abominablet thing ; and bring 
binfcif ro an untime!y end, and people thould 
EY hay fl 


nay 
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bo 
may be you are £rieve ho to the very heart, that 
ſach a things ſhould be done by anyinthe world, 
much mot e by a [ny that bears any kind of Relati- 
ON your ſelf. Itel! yo! Us conternptibly as the 
world ſpeak of che godly, they arenot ſuch 0dt- 

OQUs Creatures a5 they are rep *eclented to be. The 
Saints 5 they are not Troublers, but Peace-makers, 

tliey love to make peace berweer man and man, 

and WAAt in them lies alſo coo God and 
man : Your converſe with fuci 2s fear the Lord, 
will make you like them, at leaſt OI CN 
deavour as much, ( Ar. Ep i6t, 1.2 ) He 
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[ chews ills Out t989 AVE ror g 
tkegoxcept rt be bl 211 2 "p, to rut the has ore quite 
out; there fore f aeh | ne faid Author, T o:4 n1:'f be 
US y Cantions va your company It 15 it: oredof SOCY Am 
res, inathe had 2 rare Art of making his familiar 
Friends of his mind, Some «Rive C hriſtians take 
as much pains to make their tamiliars of C Arifts 
mind, Prov,33.20. He that ws ale 2th vith the wiſe, 
ſhall yet be wiſer r, but a Companion «f Fools ſhall be 
OV,10.10, 21,32: The torn + of. the ji 
75 45 Cnnice Silver; but the heart = te WRLER FI, 

” 'te wore The 7ps gf 1 the Kt CHHtE us fecd 114%) 
but Kg ul; aie #8; Wart of Th TE 10m p IT; ] Ds of the 
Right GUS bo G19 TYs, e-4 {S arcepr. th, fe. bat the n0u!th 
of tve wicked ſpeaketh frow OR 4s theſe 
0/11) do what they can tO make you our of love 
with ſngand 413 | love with God. Sich as theſe will 
fr, Om their own Ps ertence be fetuns forth the 
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Soul, he was pleaſed to make 
"4 f the parc micniar Avolicarioa.cod the ſpiritual 

conve! ion of ſuch a Chriſtian Relation ; and 
waen 00d came in with comfort,and ſpake Peacey 
; lead THEN TO fuch a promiſe, which was 


ike 2 Corgi} to their fair 116 youl, When they 
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vi wo perſons, Ttrangers One to the other, "O 
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100 the marte  Hoth! _ 4nd therefore. f | hall 
o - C1 
ell bur one of them,w!: 1Ke as i owes, There 
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was a4 Foor, Givi, Ver vers « Ga: " Creature, 
T7037 « ys 19. l £* 1 " p ; "Þ 4 [ *% ; Z C. "*" F- 
# Coy #81 1 14. \CHPLONUS Family, W.1'0O Q1G 1COIR 
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zaole in thi Tal Hy, in{omuca that ns Was re- 
iolved to run away ir: 2m his Service, he was fo 
Weary Of rack doings ; Þar one Night, Dearing 4 

it e ſound ſomewhere, ke aroſe out of his Bed., 
1t £0 liften what Was the matter ; vypon 
whi ch, tie heard one dittinc, iy praying on the 0- 


ther fide of the 3 £11 carkring , heard Orie 
raving very « 


y earneitiy tor tim ( who did nor 
:now bur he might be afteep ) and opening the 
condition of his Soal 1o particulariy, and with {© 
much Tenderneis, that he was wonderful Y a> 
wakened to think that one that he Hated ſhould 
fo much love him, and pitty his Soi, and to con- 
ider how it was coliible' any one in the world 
thould know his Thoughts fo well as that perſon 
did, who prayed for him: ; upon 1 this he began 
to be very much {artled to think of his conditi- 
on, concluding thus, ſurciy f1 af 12 A Jamezta 
[t2te, and they {ee it, or elfe cney WOUQM never do 
4s the! y dO z they are pra: 71 $2 for (TIC, heal am 
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God uſed in this great work W13 but 2 poor ſer- 


Vant. Now when I rehearſed this thing which 
was tlic condition of two, as ] iaid defore, 4ihird 
perfor itood by (whom 1 never faw in my 1ife be- 
fore } who fella tweating for trouble, that any of 
bis Friends ſhould rell ſuch a thing of him, to me, 
and rhought 1 had meant himſelf in all che particu» 
tars,chough 1 heard not a word of the aan before 
in my life, This by the by, 1 could not bur hinv 
this for the encourapement of parents to pet their 
children inco Families that are reaily Religious, 
and to encourage all to affociate themſelves ro 
fuch as fear the Lord, You ſee by what hath been 
fpoken,that acquaintance with the people of God, 
may be of great aſe for the bringing the Soul ac- 
Jo" with God. 


VL DIRECTION, 


a If you w /0uld be Acquainred Wi 1God; enter- 
tain ail the Meſſengers that he fends to you 
kindly. \When God cails, anſwer z and wher he 
ſends any of his ſcryants to you; bid them wel- 
come ; let the fe cr of thoſe which bring giad tid 
ings be beautiful in youreye; do not think mact 
if they deal plainly and 1 oundly with you, know 
That it 15 out of jove tO” your Souls ( - God 15 their 
W; virnels , ) they ſee that your conditt $ n requi res It 
& chat {manin yi WW r ſtare is m6 x10 be je! ted With, 
The Lord knows that they take little pleaſure in 
grieving ot people; iney 40 it t that you May *7 
joyJce for ever; they viatch for Your Souls, od 
therefore YOu malt Accourit thein WOriMy Ol 
double Honour, But of all the þ Metſengers char 
God ſends, bave the greateſt care of deaiing un - 
kindly 


(33 
tindly witlt, ard 4 foirit 5 when 1 you 
1ive any Mm Obit »115 upon your Soul by the Sp; 
i>bour to cheriſh them with all the care and ter 
#orneſs that you can ; Turn not Convictions 4s 
Way With, I am not at leiſure; or 1 as NEAT 
y DOG of th; ;ele tings w] '87] T ha TV? 2 ThOre COnve 
nent (cafon : * bur as {0 ON as You find Your ; heart 
begin T0; reie nt, Cry Out Un ths 1.0 cd, 4210 1 iy 
© Lord I beſeech y .carry on thy work «<< Ee: Aus 
2ly upon my Soul } O that T may vbave tarvugtt 
work i Olet not theſe convictions wear off from 
my Soul, till they end in a rea} Converſion | 3} 
{er me not pre _ Dat a Half Chriitian ! Any 
thing in the world, Lord, —_ ] m; ay Ds De 
made a Chriſt wn In good £ men ! O let mie not 
Nit a acl With Le 
OW thar 4 is maſhed 0 wk Wall owing in the 
ers Deliver me, O (od, from finnmg away 

theſe things, and getting into a 001d W 'orld, and 
from (haking off all, lealt I prove worſe than en 
Era 1 Wa iatter end | US INOUE miſerab je than my 
beginning. Labour 5 be very carious in che 
takin > notic e of f0ds ab len ce Or preſerice z and 

wh you find your Soul raited i any duty, and 
YOur Heart fONEWNAL Jrawn Our after (706, 
then be ſure 1G 0wa Gods goodnefſs,and bicts be 
Lord for it ; Record his kindneſs, forg 2et £01 lis 


mercy, Þ: af not over ſuc}: creat things an (i}ency 
i iitle *s men think woat 3 hazard they rv, 
when they quench the Motiuns of (God?*: Spirit 
You may read in the «. Cm. now Geary ihe 
, i $ 
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Spouſe had Iike ro bave Da:a1OuT Inch an D335 HTYG # 
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TY (elves if be never 
YOu W3 }1 no uy Opt T0 Rim he 
ang up wit you, and you 
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Wh: as r do | pe eople "—_ 
the Wrach Of God, E 
/OU NOFING 

evich 2 NO lower: matiers 19 ſport w * 7 
it, Sirs, Heayen and Glory arc not got with > 
ting {ti} with onr Hands in our pockets. We 
think 1t worth the while to rife early , and to fit 
up late, to get an earthly Ettate ; we count it no 
foolilh thing for 3 man to be very ditgent about 
his Worldly Aﬀairs, The poor Country- man 
Plows and Sows, Harrows, Weeds, Reaps, Inns, 
Threſheth, and a great deal more e, before he can 
eat his bread : and ſhall we look fora rich crop, 
nothing art all but eat, and drink, and 
5 this the way co be rich f 15 this the way 
> be tappy for ever © If you intend to do any 
ng in Religion to a ny .p3 gn ou maſt buckle 
your buſineſs at anothergefs rate tlian moſt 
£ Profeflors of ite Worid do. We muſt: 
; OUCH = HOU Gar SOUS, as len Uo 
heir Bodies or Eſtates. Is there any cont: 
dite Boay 3 between 
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Ces (337) 
adorning Of his foul that mnit live ſomewhere 
for ever * Which are Watters of the greatelt con- 
ſequence, eating and drinking,and pamy-rins the 
fleſh, and tak: NG Out oh eaſure; or looking after 
Lite, Salvation, and Ece ena; Joy ! Do you think 
bat the Scripture fair in vain, That we muſt 
re UE {0 Enter 18 df tlie e fit att Gate 7 Is it a bare 
fecking that will fer "Ve Te Tur © ' Will a Lord have 
mercy upon me, and nowing the Knee, do as well 
4 wes greatelr feriouſneſs and dijigence in the 
World ? Do you think that God will be put off 
Wit h hg 3K; " aid garbage inſtead of tacrifice,with 
the ſhcil wiltead of the kernel, with cha i in; itead 
of the corri? Doth nor 'Chrilt | ay, 1hat many 
fhak ſcekro enter in, md thail not be at le ? () why 
do not lazy Frofefiors Tead the Seri pruyres With 
trembling.? Let all choſe chat are angry with us 
for putting them upon making religion their buſt- 
neſs, and ofing 5 all digence 720 # 14he ene CAWNE 
Ati FIELTION ſure, Read that one Scripiure over a= 
gain, Zuk, 13.24. Strive to enter in dt 11” ſtrait 
Gatc ; FR. may, 1 /ay es Johns will feet F0 eH2EÞ 
in, and ſhall vt be abley&ec. It was Chritt who 
ſpoke that WOrd, It 8 we tell you of the c Jang 18Er OL 
A formal Religion, you w: ll ſoon fall gpoe us a5 
Enemies | 10 Vour abs 22d thoſe which iripoſe 
09 ranch trictnets upon you : We Sareting do 
ei produce our Commuillton for what we ſay, 


Or ra whe r we defire. you but ro read your ſcives 
What 1r1it ſpokegas rouchng this matter. Oir 
Se” "ft; make a Chriitizns heart ro ake, fo 


think how one 3s of Proteflors wilt he 
difowned by Ghriſt in that day, who will ina 
many fair pleas for theinfelves, and pretend 4 


great deal of acquaintance with him, GConiider T 


£ beſeeci) 


(335) 
beſeech you,here 15 10 fear of Excel: +: never Fany 
man ir the World that was too ſolicit 1 
bout his Salvation, NEVE! any man og ro) 
mich pains for Heaven, AWAKE, ©O fleeper, what 
mcaneſt hou ? ariſe, and cal upon thy ( Tod. If 
y OU make 4t IV Fm of 7 the Of of a Soul, | Cook 
_ VOU ; if YOU nk the wratn £0 come cor wo 
-able \be ler {01s ; 1f YOU We ald nor be burnt by 
the fire of his] Indignation, you mult take wy of 
his ttrens y uid make peace with him, and God 
will be at peace witn you, 1ja, 27.5. tis not 
WiGont caule, tat the Prophet dC th COT: pla 
Tt, 64.7, There ts none "—_ eaks upon thy IN am: ' 
that ſtirs up himſelf 10 16 eld on thee, The: 
$2071E fl 1t call J 40077 HAS {NN ame! ; 'v] JE would Pin 
that thar were {trange ; Wh at none call 1 pon 1s 
Nartae, when ſo many of them made many Pray-- 
ers,25 you have it in ile fi 1 of Tſatah ?Vihar did 
they nothing but Jook upon one ar other, whet 
they had cheir Solema Aſſemblies > Did rhey 
fay nothing ro God, when they came before 
him ? Did they do : nothing at a in that 58, of 
T/aiah, when they are {aid to. ſeek him daily , 
when th iy ſeemed to celight 1 in bis way ? Yet in 
Gods elteem, all this goes tor nothing at ally 
this prayer 1s no prayer,chis i is only wording of it 
with God. Bur prayer it is another kind of thing, 
it 1s rhe ſurring up of tlie Soul, and awakening 
all is frengrth co wreſtle with God, to lay hoid 
upon God, and to prevail with the RY » ; 
and where are ſuch as theſe to be found, who 
this that engages [1is hcart in the ſervice of God ? f 
Tt is one titiing to engage the tongue,and another 
thing to engage the heart. Men come to przy with 
& COMMON Spirit, and are many nes weary of 
ihe 


> wer gd; _ 
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the work hefore they ave well begurrit 5 whar 
they do, they do it lifeleſs}y : They can follow 
their worldly Implo) ments with life and de! THe 
hey have Male in their flock, but chat? 5 t00 oood 
for God; a laine, Þlind, ftarved weak thing muſt 
ſerve his tern :; And is this the way £0 have the 

bleſſing ? Are fuch a5 theſe like co have any 
thanks for their kindneſs? Letthera try how any 
of cher Friends would take ſuch a p reſer It, Now 
would you have ihe Blefling of ACOI 
with CGoc, YOu t nuſt wreltie tot a nd nor let 
Cod £0 without it : You mult be Ferviewt a7 $ p3- 
rit, ler ving the Lords pu muſt fot the good 
fegh r of Fa: flo, and or Jools ai ? Exerna if Life : Yon 
mult Sraſp about Chrift as 3 man that is a drown» 
ing would graſp any thing am at were 1rOWN Ont 
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eds of God. Whar excc lent thing s iS Th ere, that {5 
5 @ x 

SOr WIfOur pains s Whoever Call 2eto be an Þ,x- 

rift 10 any $K1 Wha atever, thai 


Quite Curious At 
tiſhip to 1t,nor a the leak 
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gave his mind to ir * "__ is ther, e a famous Phy= 
itiari that never {& | His ite! Wii gets & 


{iti 
T cory by 1 Lecptt { 


Jin m_ 1 ad: eleſſe nets ? who EK - 
pects io "_ riches drop int! o bis mouth, when he 
£ (ES all he ww "ys > that 3r can be 0 make himſelf 4 
Deg gar 'D zoth the Husdand man look for a good 
Crop without plowing or ſowing ? Why! then, 
{liould we es pect fuch reac things as Heayen, E- 
tecnal happingſs, and ihe favour of God, with- 
f, 3 vey: 
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out Jooking after thew, Whatſoever the lazy 
formal profeſlor may ſay, the Kingdom of can - 
Vent 15 not obrained thus : th ”re mult be rannitl: 
Watching,” t NgFoT N95, CONLGUE CINg, hoiding fa | 
hojdino out and ail little enc ugh s - it requires all 
the {tre no Of thy 10u! tO nga, e. 11 this {aa 
work ; - it requires ſome reſolution 110 do uch | 4: 


WOFNngas CVErY (_ hrilt 1209 mat do, Or £ elle \.C! Me 
ion linnifies lirrle, Further, it calls for he 6h me 


0, ir 3 is NOr 2 thing 19 be minded, non and 


then by the i V. between ftieep and wake, wi:e" 
the Devil and the World have had as much ſer- 
vice as they call for, Were it for your bodies 
that | were riow pleading 5 Were YOu like CO LET 
any great Matrer in the Worid by following ot 
my directions; could you be ſhew'd a wy how 
co per 2 Sreat cfare, honou! rs, and lons life, Tam 
verily perſwaded a few words might prevail 
much. Why, if you vil! believe the word of 
God, I 3m telling you of other kind of things 
rhen thelc bes bl eater matters by far 3; and yet 
how little are Men and Women affeted ? As if 
we ipoke _ ine eft always, when vre ſpoke abour 
Wings that did conc ern Souls ! How little time 
0 men ſpend in their nquiry into theſe things 

Ak aan, (£ fart c.63.) And he will tell YOU 
that it is a ſion of a low Soul; 10 bellow much 
time upon. thy body, and the - thoughts of it, and 
_itle upi.n che Son, to be long eating, and |, 016 
drinkiro,2nd lc NC. 2 dreiitn "S, and fl ort in pr ye r 
} [1 (GuUENts oft I SOUL, ar { ſhort in on 
iervice oiGod; and that it is 2 {ien of a baſe vg 
LETNLAKE SPL t ro ht Very CUr {O15 bout FOVS, and 
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ver te Sreat Works of Kel lig1on With the £ 'reateſt 
ſlightneis. Remember, O man, thy g! eat work, 
it 150 take care of thy Soul,to {ook after a Com- 
panion, a Friend tor thy Soul, to get food and 
cloathing for ey Soul, that that famiſh not with 
hunger and cold, To be indifferencin all exter- 
pals 15 the greare{t, prudence ; but robe indiffe- 
rent about Sprritals and E; ernals '5 the gre: _ 


madneſs. We are 3 ul Souldic , and muſt | (361 

in {och hes where we i oft never Jay cown 
our Arms. The favour 5v God is worth ihe Fri- 
Vi16 for, © i5 35 muck! a and Glory 's 


wort! Ifyone eitate < Jay at {take, wou!?! 
you aot be willing ro uſe all rhe intercit you could 

co make the Fuds vour friend # 'w ould y: 914 go up 

and down laughing as if you had nothingfro Go : 
would you eat and drink as merrily as ever, and 
Jiy, It 15 but dying, it i5 but being a beggars! © 15 
but the undoing ot my wife and ciuldr en 2 would 
you not loos ut! pon 3 mar that (1 ould argue at 
this rate to be i tle e berter than frantick ? and I 
pray which is moſt conſiderable, the death of the 
b ody.or the deatit of the foul 3 the loſs of a tem- 
voral, or the loſs of an eternal inheritance, Moll 
mens diligence in em will condemn their 
neglig ence in Spioynale ls - Chrilt laid, Seek ye fr ſt 
A Ie \ 794 3 640/74 of He:uven,e: - tine rig I3teon [116 /s theres 
of ; but moit mer ay. [ will ſeck firſt the Earth, 

and the glory the: art, and if God will give me 
Heaven and happineſs afier [ have ſerved the De- 

vil and the world as long as 1 can;T ſhall be con 

tented to have it. No ſuch matter ,never expect if, 
God mult fooner ceale to be, than to gratifie you 
in this, _ mand do you think, did David fol- 
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and will yoa now lahour to ger acqu Iaintance Witt 
GG 2 5 you would to get food for your body ? 
Will you endeavour as much to make ſure of his 
love, : as yOu would do io make ſure of a vardon, 
in caſe of rhe forfeirnre of your life ? It fo, we 
have forme "gn the work may nave tome con= 
AIderable ifJie. 
iX. DIRECTION. 
If you would be acquainted with God, be much 
in expoity] ating the caſe with 05 and in ur7ping 
thoſe arguments which the Scripture doth afford 
you in ſuch a T3 Take with you words, and 
come uno the Lord , and fpread YOur "—_ 
beforc hi M, 27 diay, O Lordgythou baſt ent thy 
ſervant the . Moan: iters, and baſt invited me to cone 
unts thie,and thou ws reait peace and roconcilinl 
and to be acquainted with me, O God, T aefrre from 
wy ſoul, to cone upon thy call, and wonla fain be ace 
quainted with thre. [ fee my felf in an undone ftate, 
_ ] 1m a ſi ranger to hs but,O Lord, I have 
a curſed baſe heart that keeps me 'back. from thee, 
and ] cant tell what in "a werld todo, O Lord. 
befeech thee help 1 23 poor Creature to Come unto 
ti nee, lead me by the hand, let thy goodneſs and love 
conjiran me Fonquer me by thy bi. aneſs: come Lord 
intg my ſoul, and let me ſee thy face, Oh look, uper thee 
" IT am m love With thee, O why art thoy as a ftran- 
oer tome ? wilt thou forf4 the me for ever 7 jþ all I 
be ene of thoſe thine eacmies which (hall be ſlain be - 
joey tty face? [hai 1 be one of th ofe that ſhall awel 
With everlaſting burrings f O Lors PHP PILY.pitÞs 
for Chr ſt bis fak ty A par ” creature that would fain 
love thee, &> be as Fr Jainited with thee T am convinced 
that '1 al j it be dal —_— Without f /3eC 4 © come to thee 
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IDE Care! iary D) Lord 1 2M Come 8 by, th th 

mercitu' Proclamanon, and I deſire ro lay my 
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tems thou vlealelt, 1 ICI {Ou not {a1 11! thy 
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not go, ] will not g5; Whither hall |] go trom 
| ords ot Exernal Life. 
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tay, that if the re be not enongh in Ci! it to {xr 
You,you do not defre Salvation 3 {or in him there 
i5 ail fuineſs, You m ay P ead your own abjolure 

neceſi1:" W231 ell (0d, | hat te eYTT POOP Creature T4 
the world had need of mercy, you have ; tell him 
that You Are ri 2jolved not to be content wirnour 
his love, Yot 1 may plead! 2s proitie,n which he 


hath ſaid,7 mat he will Fake E AWAY ti3C oearr of (tone, 


and ge 4 peart of /t, jr, & tnat be will put l51s fear 
1 0UY PELAYES Sas Li $x _ 13} 01 1 WATA paris. 
Y < 4 « Fi may ple 4G 11lo the PU W6 QTr J # r0(, where! Dy 
he 15 able ro ſubdue all things unto tiratelf's aj;d 
T1 12ny {nch like argSpinents, YOU MY rind 1n many 
Places 18 the Scripture. bar becaulr ] liave touched 
IG : en 
upontlas before, I [ball pais this by, 
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if you WOL 'd be 2 1:quainted with God, look 
after it ſpeedily, deter not a moment, y our ene= 
my is marching on apace, you way be 1 prizeds 
your f foul 45 ſting upon it's Fternal fate, your 
g114s 15 alms ot 1 run, there are bat a few ſands de- 
hind ;; therefore ſeek the Lord whilecie may be 

tound, and call upon bim while he is near : E:e 
long it will be roo late; wherefore what thou 
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Have you not heat Wc Inch Prec ents gut you 
ought 0 agree tO and you ſeemed very well to 
te of? What kind of Teacker is 1t that you {tay 
fort For whoſe coming do you defer before you 
m7, 1d and turn © You are come now [2 years 
ny Fc "er ( if. Tit a ſay vou were nor, YOu 
Would be argry ) uf you will neglet and d: lay, 
and add One delay t: . ) another t's if VO will add one 
Put oft co.an0ther, and make one reſolution and 


purpoſe after 2719ttier, and fer one d27 after an- 
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that which is moit excellent unalterably, If any 


thins of difficulty intervene, remember that now 
ts the time for you i0 {hew what reſpect you haz 
for yo r God and your {oul. Remember the goal 
is nor-far off, and that mow you muſt nor falter, 
ang ti.at as you demean your ſelf zow, it may be 
you may we happy or miſerable while yon have 
a Being, This 15 the Language of that cxceliers 
Moralift, T add, what is it, O finner, as thou 
itayei ior f +4 it for the day OL  Judg oment f woulJd 
you be taught by flames, the worth of time 7 
111 may it en indeed learn: but belizve 1t, your 
knowl. dg and jcearnin; 5 wall ao you little 200d ; - 
VOu may tien lea vhat it 18 39 Þe rm ſerable 
put YOu Can't learn how [0 get our of it 3 you will 
know what you have Joit, but then will never 
know how to repair your a How many 
Thouſands oj them which have {et a day ES 
whici they would return and repent, have fe 
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any 
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and ſer, and (or it again, and whas with one 


il 1 | N! - ofner they COL 1d: OC be AL teaſnre Io rem 
pent 7:11  chey ' came to Heli , and there indeed they 
bave leifare. nong fO repent, and they do re- 
pent £00, it Hell-Repenranc > would do any 
thins :; 1 bell eve that 2ll that come x! tere do re- 
Pen per believe roo More than they did while 
they were aifve ; but then it's £00 Jate, They 
chat are now in thoſe dread/ul Flames, many of 
chem thought, iT mi; ay be, of r epenti ig Def 
wes 25S We _ 45 you, and did juſt as yeu do, O that 

2u would underſtand your {| ves before 7our 
ft ate be like theirs !how infinitely doth 1 = CONCErn 
you to iraprove ume, and to comply with the 
pttſent tender of mercy that are made to you 2 
for cre long jt may be L00 late for youtoo, O 

10W iti therefore,that now thy God makes thee 
t o7acious offer of pardon js and /0u refuſe mow, 

s nay be the laſt time, this "roxy be the very 
cait for Eternity, God may fay before to more 


LOW, w his aig); Ta ihy The a TH be ff Jt of [ tee. 
" þp- p —_— - C oy _ sf p at 
CIO) HIICICOrE, YOUR LOUL Iaik Of Sd ng for rhe 


Sreat rhit, gs of Et rnity, ] do n 10t know when, 
1:ty Or ioriy years hene $7 ciptins not know 
that your life ts b'it a DIaii py VV hen your breath 
gOC5 Out Of your Noitriis, yOu are not ſure that 
YOu ſhall draw it in again, What then do you 
meanto tall of del: 1y : have you rt [taid longs e- 
nough ready ? conſider man whar thou doſt, He 
aith he will | be 4 good ro morrow, he faith he 
e Wicke:l to day. And what if God ſhould 
ſay,thou ſh {halt have the pleaſure of fin ro day & the 
ſorrow of {in to morrow? Thou ſhalt be hardned 
£0 day, and dainned to morrow ? If your houſe 
Vere on. fire, y«yu would frarce ſay, I will gs and 
ſleep 
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Feep fonr or five 0! urs, ad then I will riſe and 
cail my | ans 's to help ro quenchr. Ii your 
Child were «drowning, you would ſcarce fay, L 
muit a lay ti 1 I have drunk a flag zg0n Or WO 
aj a afhd abour balk an hour henc: it r 12Y he T 
may $0 and ice whether I can get a Boat to belp 
him our, it you were condemned to dye to mor= 
row, you would ſcarce ſay, T Wi i have Mulicks 
and Sack, and good company all night, and then I 
will fend 3 MciTenger jf I cant put one to ride a 
Hund: a Mile to £1 EI vherier he car get : Pars 


don for me. Yet th as for all iÞ rid th 1 doit 
GO 1 it rhe reat 2it41rs oft oF MMOL] Sou, '9, 
#12e folly of HAR CE' (Faith Sentra ) $190 HK 5 to begin 
£0 tive, whe 7 @4 :20nfapd to one bi roll be c abc 
end rotten 7 | may fay, ©) tie nadn. ermners 


who make account io be looking her Agave 
chen, when it's likely rheir ſous may Þe in Hell 
Fudge now whe! her this be wifdutt, Now you 
think 1ime one of the pooreſt commodities in rhe 
world, it 's a very d Fug which j1cs Upan Your 
hand,a rand or tWo.c week, 3 Year 15 NO Sreat MAL- 
ter With you ; but dclteve 4i,the caſe will be alter- 

ed with 2 witneſs cre lon 5, Scricea Wordred when 
he heard tore a:King one of his friznds for to 
fpend two or three weeks wil; them, when he law 
how eafily the reque!t was granted,as if they 35K. 

_ed a5 little as nothing, when they ask*d time oi 
him: Thus (faith he) one of the viewes x (gs 8 12 
tie world i thrown away as little vra7th. When you 
come to lie- ypor! your death- bed. we {hall have 
you have other i!:0 oughts of titne: chen,a worldif 
youbad it, for one of thoſe hour ,thar you could 
not tell how to ſpend. You nc wy ſtudy how to 
rob you elf of your precious time, you invent 
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©negis worth our remembri ing, 420: tral will lodge 
well at night, muſt [et 
That which keeps as from living to day, isthe 
thoughts of livins to morrow, ſo that we loſe 
this day while we expet the ex. —_ ts {pea- 
kins of the T yer, ſain, hy t 1 
found, 0 "Fe Trumpet, Ve TEAY $ '& bites hart: If. This 
ne work of the mMerciiets ) 
Wor id, tat ſpend cher tine { 
b< providing for Eternity Yi 
ple, and taking their pleatures;and 1t may be chink 
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METCICS, 21 do tirnrcn h eries ! | Men fear 2 ene OOTY 
7 that Teach will come ſfoorer chan thev would 
ith UM : they bewal) Fes their hives are ſhort 
Al oo od; whereas if men 70uid wiſely huſ- 
ind that time thar God hath nfven ther, it 
would be long enough; - O bappy is that man 
thar hath done bis creat Work before bis Sun 1s 
{i } 3100; at complain of Gad for. 
making their lives fo ſhort, and complain not at 
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AWAY. ning to twye, \Naat an un- 
handſome Fohr is it £0 fee an old Mat! eqns.) 
119 Lercers f O remember man ihon halt a BE reat 
work to ! Q remember thy precious time cuns 
away with an unſpeakable ſwittneſs 1 What d 
#08 meangro tic with your hands 1n vour boſoms? 
Lookgbour thee, O m— *ris not rime 4 day for 
you to be Biceping or playing ; Metmnks a mai 
in your condition ſhould be up ir} 
all the di _ that you conld 
abonring t9 rake your calling and elelting 
methioks we | hould near you askins 
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ſhall do to get a Pardon for your fing,to pet God 
reconciled to you. Merhinks you ſhould be enqui= 
rins what you thouid do to redeem your ime, & 
t0 lnend « every moment of it fo to the bet advan- 

tage, 45 that you may appear chearfully before 
your Maſter at night. {Dat I m 1Y inforce this 
[| 


ey T2 £345 
| : y \ - 4 4-4 4 by 
WeIgaty Direction] { 


Queſtions to you 

©Dueft x, Do you; wort UK Lat theſe! things are ne- 
{ * zfary,: Or AIC ey noff 4 ] f ri) ey he necefiary ,why 
do you not mind then ſpeed!) y ? If they be nat 


= % a4 ” pu = 
neceſſary, do not Jook after them at 21, 


* o_ 


Lt 1 {t, - i 0 YOu EX ect 0 be ith A Detirer TA» . 


pacity to look after the [eu ings hercafrer!do you 
hope for more trengrh, when you are worn out 
with {in and age, w hen your bac t begins to bend, 
and your_joynts £9 " w_ Do you think you 
ſhall be more ar leiſure. when your work wil be 
much increaſed 2 Know this, thar ſin —_— Up= 
or: you daily ,it preys upor your Vitals : He that 
is dt fit to wad, will be lefs fit to keto As 
for leiſure, 1 muſt confels you may have leiſure 
enough in another World, to think of theſe 
things. But T with you well to conſider whether 
it be preat wiſdom to repent in this worlc, or in 
another. I would be loath to be repenting in a 
nother, it's fad weepins indeed theregwhere tears 
{hall never be dried up. TI have told you ofc that 
God faith, ro day, aid it is both wickedly and 
fooliſhl; 7 done of man to ſay,to morrow. I mult 
_ you "but ſo, thar it is a dreadful hazard rhat 
every delaying Sinner doth run : It is a queſtion 
whether God may not deny his Grace. ttop the 
Preachers mouth, ſtop his ears, and ſtop your 
breath : And where are you then oo I b- 
Orrow 5 


:3} propound a few ſerious - 


V 
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morrow 2? delays In the! "ks alors ys colt dear, 
they have coſt many thouſands dear already, and 
if you Make no more baſt rhan you Have done, 
rey will coil you dear t00, 

Oveſt 3, When would you get acquainted _ 


-@ 


Go. 7? When he hath jhuc up his door ? Whe: 
WO 31d VOUu riunt Cs race 4 When you h: 'YEe LOT 
wour 1e95,07 Can Bur creep With Cruitches ! Is that 
the 5ot time t9 av YOUr Work i, WT j 

ible to do it ? 

- Ouctt.i, Who deſe rVES beſt at your hands,the 
Jevii, the World, and the Fleth, or God ' Re- 
folve me this i pray : 7 W Vhom do you call your 
Vhom bave you molt reaſon to make 


ourren 
[3 
#7 
> 
vo 


OG ;, 2% How vwou! 4. you fare [t,!f any of them 
Je PC v (Q (F30 1939 1 Y Ousg i{hould icr YS YOu. 1S YOu 
30d * | 
Ling RW: YOU think VOU Car? make t00:-mucn 
W/ ;5atraid of beins & Rich £00 {oon f? Al- 
| A M2 may with reaſon 5 ou enough be 
afraid of that which razy make his happineſs far 
TGF UNCET LIT, ne his droge wigs more inioiler? 
a Who fears tw make too m uy ich haſt: when his 
Yrince ſengs for him with ſpeed : * Orhar men did 
bu know, WHO It 15 that Calis ther, and whether 
they are fog, and what they have to do, when 


' 


$4 


hey corac 10 their journies end 2 


{216/7, 7, Are you lure e you ſhall live till you! 
arc an hour older ? You are {ftrong and healthful 
it may be, duct did you never hear that ſuch have 


; \ 3 4 
with 2 very lirtle varning? Have you never 
Known a man 1 one hour, and dead the next ? 


a5 
x 


a You fv oe 7 te:! VOU of one now, that Was 
; very 


(353). 
Very wei: one MOment, an dead the next; my felt 


-t ng an eve-witnels of it. It *; poffible the Te may 
© but one ſmall moment between! 1 Krong Work- 
ing healbfal man, and a breathleſs Corps, 


& 


{/ © 146 ft. & , \Vhar dt } y 0 On think will herom = of 


you, asK 47210, 17 yOu put © till ic be too lace ? 


Leſs. Wh: '£ would you do,tf you were fure 
p01 ſhould dyc, or' the day of Judgment come 
be Gre YOu were 4 week older ; 

Queft.xo, Do you think ro get acquainted 
Wii Cod in another world, when you do not 
mand hi tlere? Vil God think you own them 
hercalicr, thar difown him here 7 Will he knows 
them #13 Tica\ C1, W: M0 Would not Knov/ fiiwt LIDO 


to Þy > mary of 
4 43 ww ;j wt TY, N 
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z y (UL WO! ld [ } 0 TI ante a +01) God take ne ed 
of thoſe things, which keep (56 od. 7 ;d man at 4 dl- 
Itance, and make the Lord cake 10 Pic: afure 1n us. 
In Seneral,take heed of all fin, Waſh you, ,nake.your 
Clea!, 8.1 [ WAP { ve E'% if of VO17 a ngs from Hl; -e 
e Jes, ccaſe to te evil, learn to ao good, ſeek Juage- 
ment , relie%ve the opp! efjed,judge the Þ ttberlefs,and 
es; the canſe of the Widow, Come now,ani let us 
re4jon iogether, j_ the Lord, 1ſ3.1.17 ,18. YOu 
muſt walh your hands in Innocericy,if you inrend 
to compatſs his Altar, ro fit down at his Table. In 
Pj. 101. D: wid is exc eedins defirons of Gods 
Company. and he cries out, 'O when wilt tho# 

C077 HALO IE » he thinks long to have a tit from 
his old friend 5; te wonld oladly walk with Him, 
Now what cour { doth he take to ret Lands 
| A, 2 COM, 


company ? Why, he goes the beft way ro work 
in the world : He will fer no wicked thing before 
his eyes. He knows it is to no purpoſe for him to 
expe&t much of Gods company, while he doth 
entertain his greateit enemies ; thereiore he turns 
them out ofdoors; I ate, faith be, the works of 
them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave to me; 
And that God may dwell with him, and make 
his houſe, as well as his heart, a Temple for him- 
ſelf, he will not ſaffer a wicked perſon to live in 
it, he will have none in his Family, but fuch as 
ſhall be ready to ſerve God,zand bid this his great 
Friend welcome. 

But more,particular, if you wonid have much 
of Gods company, and he intimately acquainted 
with him, taks heed more eſpecially of thoſe 
particular fins which make Cog molt to ettrange 
himſelf from. As, 

Fir, Take heed of Pride 2 That was the {in 
which made the firſt breach berween the Crea- 


rare and rhe Creator, tac fin that ſunk the An- 
eels, that made God anu thera, who were very 
00d Friends oncegto be bitter enemies ; this hart, 
made the breach infinite, the feud everlalting, 
the wound incurable. And this made the firit 
fQuarre! between God ard man, When man 
thinks himſelf roo good to be bur a man, he muſt 
de a God; he quickly 1s t00 bad to be a man, 
he is but one remove from the Devil. To be a fa- 
yourite of his Prince 1s not enough, excepr he 
may ſtep into. the Throne; it's therefore high 
time for his Prince to remove ſuch from his pre- 
fence to a Priton, from the Court to a Dunge - 
or, It was Pride that calt -4dam out of Paradilc ; 


ard do you think that taat fin js leſs hateful to 
God 
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God, and leſs dargerous to man than it was hve 
thoujand years ago ? Did it then ſpend all it's 
poyton ? And can it now do no harm ? Do you 
believe that God will take that into his boſome 
now that forinerly he abhorred to look upon ? 
Now fin harh increaſed it's Frenpth and defor- 
mity, and heiphtened it's enmity againſt rhe in- 
finite Majeſty of the holy Fehovs/,ſhall bis hatred 
againſt it decreaſe ? will he be more willing to 3c- 
company proud aſpiring Rebells now than then * 
no ſuch matter: God is {{ill as holy as ever, and 
hates all fin, eſpecially pride as much as ever, Do 
you think that it is for nothing that rhe word of 
God ſpeaks fo mnch againſt this fin * Can it de 
that the Holy-ghoſt would fay, Prov.n.T hat eve- 
7.y one that ts proud, 15 an abomination to the Lord, 
except God did indeed hate them ? Why ſkoald 
God threaten ſuch ſo much, if he rook any plea- 
lure in their Society ? thozgl hand jorn in hand, yet 
the proud ſhall not go unpuin1ſhed., Now we call the 
proud happy, but ſhall we call him ſo, when the day 
ofthe Lord ſhall bara as fire,and all the proud ſhall 
be as ftubble : «And the day that cometh ſhall burn 
them up, ſatth the Lord, andit ſuall leave thers 


neither root nor broinch, When the Lord ſhall iread 


down the wicked, and they {hall be like Aſhes under 
bis feet, eWMal, 3.15. & 4 1,3. There is not 
one proud man in Heaven, I} am fare : Nora 
proud man upon the Earth, that ilall have much 
of Gods acquaintance. Ard let we tay, bethat 
ſets himſelf above God ( for that's the Pride ! 
raean ) whileſt he ſtands in that ſtare, mutt never 
expeQ that God ſhould look upon dtin with any 
kindneſs, Heaven and Hell will as ſoon br 4- 
greed,as God and ſuch a one ſhall be vwnited. | ie 

Aa 2 proud 


Py 


(356) 
proud Ow overlook others that are their be: - 

| RE ſcorn their Maker; but ſhortly they ſhall 
bo 21d in thietr own coyn n, "they hall be ſcorned 
00. if all the proud Ninroas, Pharaohs and Bet- 
(222ars in the world the ou! id enter 1ntO 3 Leagues 
and combine againct 2 1e Md and ſay, 
chey will caft. away is Gords from them, and 


thar they will nev :c debaſe Terr 20ble Spirits {0 
low as to ftoop to his com: UNaNGs 3 yet none of 


er al all 50 unpunithed x 5 OO 3!] be like 


$ WR, 2 iy. f 

Ttubble bef ow the & Vour ames, and like 
— "© - " Bp "RY A aw 4 . 
Cliafte before a mig1)ty 1 whirlwind . God iS NOt 
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od vil cloauh binfelf with vengeance, and the 
mich Jebovah will gird his weapon upon his 
th oh,a and'r MArCiT Out in tury and ſdignation, 3 and 


draw 1s pifttering Sword, and re! 1{t th - proud, 
and teach thern what it is to _ L ag tO tie 
70rd of f Tolt. Ve hall ſoon fee, who ſhall be 
uppermoit, God or they. Ang W chen the proud 
fon q ons red at bis feet, how doth he 
W:41 infinite corn Took upon him, and fay, v9 
hoid, the nat 1s DECO me xe One of us ! This "ci 
for man to attempr the de throning of the Fry 
miplity ! Bur it ma ay e, mol: 1nay think cher 

mt tl ircle concerns -d in that which I now Break » 

wheictore 3 mull aad this one word. Be it known 


Horey til os 73N, W rhoſoever thou alls that 
rhinklt ! atop de; I am ſurethou'ert 


org of thoſe tha are 1m ihut black Roll which 
VG proclaimec Var aga! nf Heaven ; chou art 
rhe man ther {hali never be cquainted with God 
2T in that _ I may be chou 
mart ſpeak Pearce to thy (elf for all this, and 


A ; 5 


# 
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latter thy i« God and you were Fricds ; 
Hut let me Mt ok Come witit heav'\ Ty 0008s T6 
my mouth to thee : If th on tre not, he will whet 
his Sword. te hat]: ! 5ert his Bow, ind made it rea- 
dy, he hat DLepart ed for thee the Initrun ents Of 
deatit, LINE day of thy C: arty 1s near: The 
dreadſul Jehovah is upon his march ; and it you 
ask me whether there be nor Peace for thee £J 
anſwer as Fch# did to Fei choram, we :at peace, O 
baughty 11 inner, {o lonp 25 the pride of thy teart 
E ſo great, and thy Rebellions agaioft thy 2 Maxer 
ſo many ? There is no peace ſaith my God co the 
wicked. Wherefore 45 you value your $oul, 
you tender your everlaſting Salvation, and deſire 
io be owned by the Lord in the day of vour dt- 
{treis,rake heed of otide. Go quick! ly,and hum- 


Y 


ble your ſelf, and make ſure your Friend 5: labour” 


to pull down every high Thought. and every 
proud Imagination ; ar 0 ler your Arrogant Spirit 
bow before the mighty God, there 1s 110 way will 
do but this; as ye have aire eady heard : You muſt 
fer the Crown upon the Lords head, you' mu! 


lay your {clves at his feer, and lick the very duſt. | 


Your betters have y” ne ſo before you, and have 
thought I their his lye at ihe feer ol Chrilts 
this tiey look'd upon (2s with good reafortoo ) 
as the firlt ſtep to preferrient. If therefore you 
would be acquainec with God , take fea Of 
pride. 

Secondly, Take heed of 2a worldly mind. 
What concord is'there betrweer Earth and Hes - 
ven! What agreement between God and the 
World ? What. delight can bis Holinels take in 
him, who had rather be wallowi ing: in the Mug, 
and treading of Clay, then batjitr g himſelf itt 

| + 0 IMivine 
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Divine contemplation ” that thinks it higher Dre. 
ferment £6 5 it DY "115 bay 'S of Gold, t! Icn T9 ſtand 
in the preſence of his God :& © gr eater happineſs ro 
be 1 rich,than co be holy ; ihar had much rather be 
na Fair, Marxet, Ort Excl | — Fetring money, 
than with bis (od, gett: ing 1 g Pardon, Grace and 
Heaven, How pregrant is the Scripture of proofs 
for the EYLdencing of this truih ? roname one or 
90 of a hundred, Rom2,8.7, T ove carnally minded 
$5 em} y AT pore "WY For it 55 not ſubje&} to the 
Lay of "Goal ,verther indeed can wr be What do you 
iay to this Sc riprure? Thoſe which walk witt; 
God, live inthe worid,ang yet they live abovethe 
worid , hes all look for a C; ity that hath founda- 
tions, Whoſe builder arid maker is God. It was 
not for nothing that the Apoſtle Fohz layes ſo 
ſtrit a charge upon thoſe which he wrote to, 
T hat they ſhould: ” love the world, nor the things 
of the world: For if any love the worlagthe lave of the 
Father is not in thew, x Foki 2. 15, Whence is it 
that ſo few great ones g0 ro Heaven, and that it 1s 
next to impo#tible for ſuch to be ſaved? [5 it nor 
becaule they have choſen Afar for their 
Friend, rather than God ? Ke hath heir hearr, 
their Loveztizeir Time,their Service, and they have 
little ro ſpare for God, & therefore God hath bur 
2 little 11appine is, 2 little | —_—_— 2 ſhort plory for 
them; they ſhall have bur a littie of his ſweet com- 
pany, little Acquaintance With him. Why doth 
Y. 12710 '5 ſpeak foterriblyro the rich men,% bid them 
£0, avd weep and howl f was it not becauſe cheir 
riches were like to undoc them ? Did the wealthy 
man in the Parable' live ever the ionger for his 
riches, or 0 ever the better for his greatneſs? 
when he came into another world ? There is no 
| queſtion 
; 


queſtion but he might have more flatrerersz there 
is no doubt but he hath more woridly Friends 3 
bnt bring me 2 man upon the Earth, thar lets his 
heart without controle fly upon the world,clesves 
to it, and takes it to be his beſt friend, that knows 
' God, that's acquainted with his Maker, that priz- 
eth his Redeemer. It was a wiſe man, who faid; 
that it's abſolutely impoſſible ro mind externals 
and internals,this world and another,with earneſt. 
neſs at the ſame time : 'but it was wiſdom it feif 
who ſaid, T hat no Servant can ſerve two Maſters , 
for either be will hate the one, and love the other, 
or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other ;, 
be cannot ferve God ana Mammoen, Mat. $. 4. 
&c, 

3. Take heed of Hypocriſie, Who are the 
perions that God doih denounce bis dreadful 
threatnings againit 2 Are they not ſuch as ho- 
nour him with their Lips, when their Hearts is 
far from him ? Wiuh what Abhborrency doth he 
took upon ſuch, and all chat they do ? 7{a.n. 
They never bring their heart to viſit God with, 
and therefore they have lirtle reaſon to expe& 
that he ſhould bring his Dainties to entertain then 
with, | 

4. If you would be acquainted with God, take 
heed of being acquainted with wicked company. 
We read that many wicked men have fared the 
better for the company of the godly; but we 
ſcarce ever heard that any godly man ever fared 
the better for being in the company of the wick= 
ed, excepi they went on Gods Errand amongſt 
tham. This is clear inthe caſe of Lot, who firſt 
loſt his goods, and was made a Captive by being 
in Seder ; and though they were reſtored to him 
Sj ” Aa 4 Aga 
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af! into 4 Wn! % ' ane Wor! 1g nave thought 'Y ar 
thond Gave ES a air WArn! ng tow he came 1 
pain 400 ſuc company ) yer becrufe that wouid 
nor 60, 2 while after you may read how dear Lor 
oaid 10! dwclling in Sodom, Poor man ! he tolt all 
that he bad, and was fain to fly away without e1- 
ther. Flocks- or Herds, and Intis more than hi: 
cloathes on his back; and that which Was more 
f:d. coleave ſome of f his own dear Feiations be - 
hind him,roaſting in thoſe ditinal flames, Where- 
As had he never rome to Sodom, or upon the ſ3ght 
f their wickedneſs ipeedily left them, it had been 
mach betrer with him in many re: oects. ſs. 
har fared never the better for joyning in affinity 
with his wicked Nertghbonrs, ir had like to have 
colt him his life, But were it, only loſs of Tem- 
porals that a man hazarded by ſuch ſociety, the 
danger were not {o con iderable ; burthe peril ts 
greater than ſo,for by it they make God ſtand ar 
a diſtance ; they muſt never look to have ſuch 
company, and Gods company both together ; TI 
mean, when they do unneceſiarily or deitghtt ally 
converic with God, If therefore you intend to 
be euaived with God, you muſt not havethem 
always 11 your compat Y whom he tates, and 
which hate him, and will labour all they canto 
Coo! 1 "Our if iom 115 TOW _ bla Wherefore, 
be y& not une: cally yoaked wich unbelievers : 
For, what Fellowſhip haih Soares with 
unrighteouſnels ! And what communion frat 
ight "with darkneſs 5 And what concord hath 
© brit with Deli ? Or wiat part harh he tar 
believeth With an Infidel ? And whar agreement 
bath the Tempic ws (od with Idols 7 For ye are 
emple of the lying God, as God hath ſaid, 


4 


( 
FT 


Es = 
nd walk mthom, and } w 


" 


7 will awcl in tent, 
bo thesy God, aiid they | In 1 be ") opte: whe 
fore come out from among be mr be ye {«para 
{arti the y A ord, and tonch not the tu. i 2; TORT jr 
I will receive you, and { will be a Father unto you, 

7d ye (hall be my Sons and Daughter 5, faith the 
La Almohty, 2 Cor. 6.14, to the end. Hur I 
would not here be mittaken, as if 1 wonld com - 
mend an ungodly proud ſeparatior n from all ghar 
are not juſt of our mind; Or a5 if a man ought ro 
have north; ing at all to do with wicked men ; - nog 
NO : Every One ought to do What he can'ir; his 
plac? for the good of Souks. O thar C! uriftians 
would thus cenverſe more with their poor, {Fn0- 
rant, carna}, Chriſtleſs neighbours ! O that they 
would thus be more acquainted with the wi, ked, 
and then they ſhou}d have never the leſs of Gai 
company, butrthe more ; but i: is an unneceſſary 
delightful affociatirg of our {c}ves with them oa 
I mean, eſpecially ſuch of them which will ftifle & 
very ſoiritual d:{(courſe, and divert you from ar y 
thing hai tend: tothe pram-ting of the intereſt 
of Rel: Bon , and fuch 25 nave Irequently expreſs 
ſed their detc tion of the Way Of Holinets, ard 


of 3 4. "n— 1 44 . 'S 3 ' 95 
Ike NEON your {erious Countels, ſtop 
LNEIC Ears fo wholfgrac Ag vice.cr make tome Uny: 


Aa . b 4 : CT} 5 Fn 4 - T1 Y 
decent reflections upon ihe [irik projection « 


godlineks inci} 15 Izdouar TEEN Le YOu be] ifve wh 
all Religion; but rhat wich Will coni:{t wih-their 
wickedneſs, is but Fans ic. - A8 for ſuch as thoſe, 
ablior the cir con pany, fy from them as thoije that 
have the plague, * ES of death are zpon 
them,and you may write Lord have mercy upon 34 


$a 3 #1 #* iN * C £ af il \& 4 » £2 7 
upon their doors.,, but £0 not in, leſt you bes Js 
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q. If you would be acquainted with God, rake 
beed of unbelicf. Unbelief will make your ſoul 
depart from God, and God quite to depart from 
your foul. This, This is one of tlioſe dreadful and 
God-eſtranging hns, which leads on whole Le- 
_ againſt the Almighty, This is that bold 

aring {(1n which gives Truth it ſelf the lye, and 
faith, That the Word of God is falſe, his Pro- 
miſes airy, his Threatnings bur a Wind : But 
know this, O finncr, fuch a wind they be, that 
will riſe to a dreadful torm,and turn your ſtrong 
confidence up by the roors, and blow them in- 
to Hell, if yon make no more of them than you 
go, 

6. If you would be acquainted with God, bee 
ware of ſenſuality, To be ienſual and deviiiith are 
near akin. To be lovers of pieatures and haters of 
CGodgare niually concomuants; ina word,ts fare 
deliciouſly every day, and to be deſpiſed oi God, 
are no trange things. Burl waverhe further pro- 
ſccution of theſe things, becaule they are ſo large- 
iy and excellently bandied already by ſo many of 
our brave Worthies, See Mr. Saxters Saints Reſt, 
41d R. 4, his Findicis Pietatis. | 


XILL DIREC TIO N: 


If you wouid be acquainted with God, reto!- 
vediy and freely give np your ſelf to him,and en- 
rer into a moſt ſolemn Covenant with lm. And 
here I ſhall make bold with that Reverend Autho:: 
which &, .4, doth mention in his Vindics Preta- 
t55,and preſent you again with thax excellen; Form 
with the preparatories ro it, which I have Jately 
met with in the forementioned Author, After 

puter ar iy, 5 Fama your 
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362 ) 
your moſt ſerious addreiles to God, and after a 
deliberate conl1deration of the terms of this Co 
venant 3 andafter a thorow ſearch of your own 
beart, whether you cither have already, or can 
now freely make ſuch a clofure with God in 
Chrift,as you haye been exhorted io : And when 
you bave compoſed your fpirics into the moit ſeri. 
2us frame potiible, ſuitable to a tranſaction of ſo 
high a nature,Lay hold upon the Covenant, and 
reply upon his promiſe of giving grace and 
itrength, whereby you may be enabled to per- 
form your promiſe. Reſolve 1n the next place to 
he faithful.having engaged your hearts,and open=- 
ed your mouths, and ſubſcribed with your hands 
tio the Lord; refolve in his ſtrength never to go 
back. And being thus prepared,and ſome conve- 
cient time being ſet aparr for the purpoſe, fet up- 
on the work, & n the molt ſolemn manner poſit. 
ble, as if the Lord were viltbly preſent before 
your eyes; fall down on your knees, and ſpread- 
ing forth your hands towards Heaven,open your 
hearts to the Lord in theſe or the like words. 


O moſt dreadful God , for the Paſſion of® 
thy Sen, I beſeech thee accept of thy poor 
Prodigal , now proſtrating himſelf at thy 
doors, 1 have fallen from thee by mine Ini- 
quity, and am by Nature 4 Son of Death, 
8d a thouſand fold more the Child of Hell 
by my Wicked Prattijes but of thine infi- 
ite Grace vhou haſt promiſed Mercy tome in 
Chriſt, "if 1 3! but turn to thee with all 
iy Heart « Therefore upon the Call of the 
oY res | CO OE EE Coſpet 
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Gojpel T ar new come in, aud th rowing down 
mw 4 2apons, ubmit my [if to foy merc', 
{ni be: -auſe thor requireſt as ue Condition 
f 939 Peace with the -, thai T lhould put away 
mince Idols, aud be at defiance with all thine 
TOWNES : pH; ” 7-6 Fnpmle ge / have 
rkedly ftided with azai, aſt thee; IT here 
rom the battome f mine Heart Fenoutice 
then: ail 0 fr C6 "elv 0VENAANT? 24 with thee, 
F0t 70 4 low mY lelf 17 any know 3 $18, hut 
C0 (ct £nitionſiy to uſe all #8 WWHOANS that / 
tnow tha haſt preſcrived tor the Death 
and utter Deſtruftion of all my Corr upts- 
ons; Ani whereas 1 have formerly inor- 
Ainately and Jeolatrioujily let out my Aﬀe (Fe 
0325 #*pon the World, I do here reſuzn my þ heart 
t6 thee that aacft it 5 Hoewble proteſting 
before {ny © (OY 4075 | Ma; eſty - that it s the 
F977 Reſolntion Of BY Fw art, and that T 40 
untoiencdly defire arace from thee, that 
; FO thus jhait call me herennto, 1 may; 
Practice this my Refolnt Git, 7 Or 047 i? FÞY 
Af al ance's 30 fori ake A i that is acar W313 
io mo , 7 th 115 oy! A. ” A *h wy f ha 3 0 ttt 


#0207 #DCC */ 70. WAYS of (17 - Ana thy a '& 
wit! wn, __ 7 ATT rf all its 7 Fs ptarions » W bo 
965 His ks my Mos by F vhee; bs - 
OPC t; N02 t #7 f ito F i he 'Þ IE 1 £4 ann} f $;76 
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7 reſolve, by thy Grace never to yield my 


ſelf a Servant, And becauſe mine own 


Riehteonſneſs is but menſiruons Rags, I re- 
annnce all Confidence therein, and a Ckmnow- 
tedre that 1 am of my (elf a hopeleſs, helpleſs 
4ndone Creature 5 p;ithout riahreou [meſs or 


it; [4444 th. Ana ſor PA w_ <3 th; 1 haſt of 


f hy bz i079 leſs 4) Mer Co} offerce of me Sraeey 
'o we wretched ſinner, to be agaii my God 
, age Chriſt, if 1 world accept of nec e 5 
! Heaven and Earth tor ecord 1/ 11S ay, 
thut 7 do here ſolemnly avouch thee for the 
Lord my G071, and with all poſfible e YV ener db 
t:973, own 1; p Neck 0} 1 KY; 9/14 under the 
# eer of thy ny Sacrea Majeſty, I do here 
Hare thee the Lord ſehovab, EFathe tr S972, 
avd Holy C, hoſt, for 7 ae Por! 02, and _ f 
2__ and do ive up my jel, * Booty: aud Soul 
” thy Servant ; Prom ing And 2owing 'g 
= YUPL » thee 1h $a { and Fi Li JE & & [neſs all the 
aye. | of my life 
And {ce £45016 14ſt appointea the Lord 
cFeſies Com 'me only means of coming txts 
thee, { do he re Fong the hended Knees of my 
Soul, ac cept of of kim as the only new and !tving 
way,by vat F  uers ma) have acceſs to thees 
and « 40 here ſolemuly Joyu my {elf in a Mav- 


Fay ” COVendat to him, 
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DO vitjed Jeſus, Y come te tre hinory and 
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bard) beſ ead, PL 7, aud wretcred, and miſe. 
746! e Aj a4 b/ ind, and FR 4 ;hea, Fi Th loath- 
(ome pollute: 7 wvretch., 4 gailty condemned 
Y p [ale] ator #} worthy for EVEN BO waſh the feec 
1f the Servants of my Lord, much more tobe 
" Frm {y Married to the King of Glory ; But 
ſuce f ich ts thine #Npard; d Love, 1 do here 
with all my power Accept thee jor my Head and 
Husb and, for better for worſe; for richer for 
Poor, for all time: and conditions,to Lowe and 
Hlononr, and Obey thee before all others, and 
this to the Death, I embrace thee iy all thy 
Offices, I renounce mins own worthineſs, and 
do here avow thes to be the Lord my righteouſ- 
neſs; I renounce mine own wiſdom, and ds 
here take thee for mine only Guides I re- | 
nounce mine own will,and take the will for my | 
; Law, 
|. | And ſince thou haſt told me that 1 muſt ſuf- 
| fer if I will reign, 1 do here covenant with 
thee, to take my Lot as it falls with thee, aud 
by thy Grace aſſiſting, to run all hazards with 
thee, verily ſuppoſing, that neither life nor 
death ſhall part between thee and mts 


Arts” 


And bec aſe thou haſt beer pleaſed to 81 WE 
me thy Holy Law, as the rale of my life, and 
the way in which 1 ſhould walk to thy King- 
401 : 1 as here willingly | put my 1 Neck under | 


thy 1 rok te, and ſet my fhoulacys ro thy Burden, | 
And 


I 
4nd ſubſcribing to all thy Laws.zs Holy, uft, 
and Good ; I ſolemnly take them as the rule 
of my Words, Thoughts, and Actions: Pro- 
miſing, that though my fleſh contradiftt and 
rebel, yet I will eadeavony i9 order aud g0- 
wern my whole life according to thy diretti- 
04, and will not allow my ſelf in the neg- 
lecf of any thine that 1 know to be my 
duty. 

Only becauſe through the frailty of my fleſh, 
7am ſubject to many failings, T am boid 
humbly to proteſt, that unhailowed miſcar- 
riages contrary to the ſetled bent and reſo- 
Ition of my heart, ſhail not make void this 
Covenant ; for {o thou haſt ſaid. 

Now Almighty God. ſearcher of hearts, 
thow knoweſt that 1 make this Covenant 
with thee this day, without any kyown gue, 
or reſervation; beſeeching thee, that if thou 
eſpicit any flaw or falſhond herein, thos 
wonldeſt diſcover it tg mi, and help me ts 


Ao it 4 right. 


And now vlory be to thee, O God the Fa- 
ther . whom 1 jhail be bold from this day 
forward, io look por thee 4s my God ana 
Father, That ever thou jhouldeſt find out 
fnch a way for the vecovery of undone fin- 
aers, Glory be ts thee, O God the Son, who 
haft loved me, aud waſhed me from my ſins 
in thine own Blood, and «rt now become my 
5 = 


( 3t 

SUI 017 and Redeemer, G ory he to thee. + 
I F My = "1 ad Fi ee ho : . ' ; 
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pot ther, Sen, and Holy Ghoſt, thou art 
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a 200r dying man, and b fore ir bY long, my 
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MOU Wit DE Mare i o7pPpPe yr Ban 1 IT Is, an 1d ye 3JUrs F 
r00: And tHicretore it's 1105t time for us to 100K 


about us. As for my pat "1h ave with all the ſe- 
rioutnets that I could to; my foul, poke to you, 
about the great and weighty affairs of your Souls 
and Eterr my [ 2gamn call Hcaven and Earth to 
witneſs, that 1 have fer Life and Death betore 
YOU ; 1 have in the Name of my great Maker 
been woing of you r0 Accept 0 \f his Son for r your 
1 apr and Hasband 3 himſelf for your G 0g F3- 
| her and Friend. [T have told you wha ihe Lord 
46 oh require of them that Would Þ Ein Coyenant 
| with bim, 1 have given you a rude Deſcription 
25 him whom T would liave you ns agar" a 
« Witt 


(369) 
with, I havetold you of ſome of the glorious 
eftects of acquaintance vith God. I have told 
you of the danger of being a ſtranger to God. 1 
have told you how thankfully ſome have cloſed 
vith theſe offers, and how well they like their 
choice, Thave further ſhow'd you what a PeaCe= 
able ſtate you ſhall be in, immediate)y upon your 
Spiritual Alliance with this Great and Noble 
friend. I have told you alſo of ſome further benefit 
and good that will c&me unto you upon Four ac- 
quaintance with God. I have given you to under- 
{tand how defirous the Lord is notwithſtanding 
all that 1s paſt, ro forget and forgive, and to re- 
ceive you into favour, if you w ill in good earnelt 
return to him with ſpeed. | have again and again 
propounded this match ro you, and iold you as 
mucly as ] couid well do in ſ0 (hort 3g SUND I 
bave ſiaycd a great while for zn anſwer, 1 have 
PUT the b buſinefs forward bes ooſlibly 1 i could; 
becauſe I ſee how fooliſhly and madly you make 
Ii9hc of thoſe 2d vantaceons offers, that are made 
ro you, | have 362in and again PIANeS with 
you, as if I were ready t© ftarve, and <881"g * AQ 
ims of you; 35, it it had been ſor ny very 
life L CO! id not have 2 1550 ke Wi mh Pages Car neſt. 
nels, | have cxpc oſtulated the Caſe with You, 
and asked you ſeveral weignty Queltions, and 
you have nor, you cannot anſwer any one of 
them, hut you mult condeinn your ſelf, and by 
your own confeilion, you hve 0 thing 1 11 the 
wor!d i9 fay avainft the xcellency of this friend. 
And therefore you muſt either Sr gpan 7, 
upon the invication, and cloſe with thoſe gract- 
ous Overtures that are made to you, or you mutt 
without any reaſon in the world ( your tel being 
B b Judge ) 


_— 
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fndg. ) caſt your ſelf away. And in hones that 
cthathavec heard me, Witl not be fo rad as FO 
make light of rheie rhins "© be as KkirS \ with 
{ine eriouſnels, CAL "OR ach [(0N 4 rlow (bal 
12inted with God ? How fha 
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169 t9 Get Acy!) It 3 
do 10 get 4 Friend for my Sou} ? Whar fhall 1 do 
to be faved ? I Have aid down forine Directions 
for thoſe that are vaſes; nediy defirous to be re- 
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conciled 10 Cody T ive 101d them rhac they 
mult Jabour 3& be tnorowly acquarnted _ 2DAL 
{.rangeneſs, and chinity that 15 in their hearts a- 
ainſi Crod « ang. of the ui ine; ikzble dar per 
their beins 'Tr3NGEerslg (od, I baye further Jt- 
reed wen tha! WR ofa accualn nted Wil th God 
ro 13bour to ger hunuble hearts. IJ have adyiſcd 
thar chevy vilit but 9Hren, if they would be inti- 
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2! 11:1 of it, 
and to be ſure! that at they do no: forget to getChrift 
along with rhe } counk: Hed, them Iſo to be 
much in 6 fe; Ee. vehere he 15 wont £0 walk ; 
:nd wo ger intimately acquainted with ſome of 
chem that know him very well. and will do theit 
beit to get this em to be acquainted with biym. I 
have told you, that if you would be acquainted 
wit! h God, you 1nuſt kindly entertain, and make 


much of any ——— that come from him to 
you; and if men would make ſure work, 1 des 
fired them as they oved their Souts that they 
would follow this great Buſineſs with the great- 
eſt earneſineſs and Crioufaeſih the woridz and 


y 1 


bats TY 9) they wouid do ſpeedily, 1 


informed vou what 2r guments the Scripture puts 


to our mouths, which we may urge, 2t the 


Thr One « di Earace, T intreated Vo, LOr your Souls 
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(371) | 
fake to take hecd of thoſe rhings winch kept God 
and man unacquainted ; as nam nel ly. all fin in gene- 
ral, but more part icularty, of ride, Worldly-mind - 
edneſs, Hyporrifie, delight in wicked corr 1pany's 
Urb elief,and Senſuality. Laſtly, I direct all ch 
45 would beat peace with God, to give up them- 

ſelves io him reſolvedly and freely, in a Sol-mn 
Cover ant. 
Ard have I been beating the Air all this while ? 
What will you do after all this * Whar ſhall be- 
coine of all theſe Sermons ? Pare any of you 
all fill be contented ro he Una acquainted with 
God ? Can you be very well fatisfied, after you 
have heard of ſuch 3 Friend, to be a itranger to 
him ? Can any of you look upon your Rate as 
ſafe, while God is your cnemy ? O how thall I 
leave you, with Hearts full of Enmity againſt 
your Maker ! Alas, alas,poor Hearts! You look 
ver! merrily 2s bad a concition as VOu are 1n,bur 
did you bur know how neer you ate to everlaſt» 
ing Durnings, 1 belicied i would put a damp np- 
on your Spiti:s, and ſpoil your Mirtti, O how 
ſhail I leave that voor ſinner, that dtands 252 
perion airogether unconcerned ! Whereas dear! 
frrnds ready for his Comm ion, to ferch bium a- 
way beiore God; ang Where are you then? C 
where ar e you then of you come before Gt 2d 4 
Srranger * O what ſhall 1 do for thee * What 
#11! T ſay to thee, to prevail with thee H OO wiat 
arguments W; is perſioade thee / 0H how thall we 
part ! Brethren, w_ poi, ann ce 1s ihat you may 


n 
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all be iaved, O that you ay all know in this 

JL * day, | the hinge S --< "1 your ; Oeace : 0 tnat i 
could . mingle all ti wy words with rears ! O pittys 
ity; for "the Lords : ake, Pitty VOur Preczous 
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Yuls ! O come not here io ask Counſel of God, 
ad then g0 AWay, and take the Counſel of the 
Zevil 1 And what will you yet make light of all 
wi Tenders of the Goſpe!? Is Peace, Pardon, 
Reconciliation, and Acquaintance with God, ill 
nothing with you ! ? Will you for all this take 
ap with a lifeleſs Religion, and never mind a 
more Spiritua] intiroare Tonverſe with God ? As 
the Lord liveth, thou ſpeakeſt thac word againſt 
ine life of thy Sonl. Bur if chou wilt go on, and 
deſpiſe God, who can help it ? | have told you, 
mn roid you again, what the end'oi theſe things 
kl. | be, W ell once more, | ask thee 1n the Name 
0! God, wilt thou have God for thy Friend or 
nc? That 1s, wilt thou love him above all the 
World ? Wii thou accept him for thy Lord and 
Husband E! ' Wilt thou be ruled as ney by him 2? 
Wilt thou; | ay down thy weapon and turn on 
Gods fide, and hgat under hi town "52 Wil 
thou have Holineſs here, ard Happinels _ 
ter ? One would thin! k,this 1$ a queſtion,thar 0! 
need nor be long a re -ſolvir 1, Come, come away 
for the Lords fake for your precious Souls ſake, 
as You wou'd be owned at the d ay 0i judgment 3 
5 FOI ut would rejoyce when molt of the wo! 1d 
F alt be filled with unſpeakable horror 0 per = 
lexity; aS YGU would not hear that ik CPC Gn 
word from the mouth of the Judge, Depart, £ 
brow Jez nor, COMe AWay, 1 beſeec hyou! C ome 
away O ve my dear I Friends, the Cloud hangs 
over the world, and ere long it will fall with 2 
Ve 5 ta © come out of Sodom, linger not for 
the Loris fake, by the dint of that ſtorm fail 
WUpOri y "> Fire! fire !, fare! Awake ! awake ! 
Wk 


awake | The fire is died. What meaneſt 
thou, Q ſinner / if thou ſleepekt a lutle longer in 
that Bed of ſecuriry, thou art a dead man, thou 
wilt he awakened with horror, when thou fhalr 
know thy danger, but not know how to avoid 
it: Anddo you ſtill fay ? Make haſt! O make 
haſt, your Glaſs is almoſt out, your time almoit 
ſpent, and death is haſtning apace upon you; I 
ſpeak it again, make hafte, come away, I can't, 
I can't hold my peace, How can Iendureto fee 
th: ruine of chy Soul, and ſay nothing ! O fol- 
tow rhofe DircAions which I have given thee 
out of the Scripture ! Seek the Lord while he 
may be found, and with all poſlible ſpeed, ſeri- 
outnefs, and gratirude, accept of his kindneſs, 
while you may; Methinks ſome of your hearts 
leemto be affected 5 methinks your countenances 
ſpeaks you to have ſome thoughts of returning ; 
ſome.of you look like perſons almoſt reſolved ro 
ſer, up01 this great work, O that it may not be 
a\moſt, but altogether ! Speak in ſuch Language 
35 this to your own Souls, What meanelt rhou, 
O my Sonl, thus io ftand Diſputing ? Is this a 
time for thee to Hand ſill, as it thou hadit no- 
thing to do? Hark, how the King of Glory 
calls ' Hear how his Meſſengers invixe you | 
Conlider how long they have ſtood waititig for 
thee / And ſhall they p50 away without thee * 
O fooliſh Heart and unwiſe; wil: thou anſwer 
all theſe Gracious Offers with a flat denial f Or 
that which is lictle better, wilt thou par off all 
Gods Meſſengers with ſowe ſorry . excuſes ? 
Awake, O my Soul, and look about thee: 
Huw can'f thou refuſe when Mercy calls! How 

Eo: OO Ons _ 


| 374 ) 
can{t mon deny When Kin: Ineſs it ſelf asks, in- 
waxy beſeecheth thee ? Awake for ſhame; 
up and pur on tny Vi ab 7g Garments! Orhar 
this mind might be in you aiways ! O that 
thou weri © up and | ready ! And then happy were 


- the lay wherein thou were horn 3 then happy 


were the day that ever you heard of a Chriſt, 
of Acqu hance with God, and Reconciliation 
with your Viakez.O rhen how glorious ſhouldeſt 
thou be for ever ! I rejoyce to ſee the day of thy 

Marriage 2 coming , when thy Lord and Hus- 
band "hall bring thee home in the greateſt State, 
and in infinite Glory ro his own Houſe, where 
thou ſhalt fit Iike a Queen for ever and ever, 
Behold bis Harbingers are corning ! Behold how 
many Meſſen Sers the Lord hath ſent to prepare 
his way ! Awake, O Zn, and pnt on thy beanti- 
Garments! Riſe up. OR oyal Bride, and put 
On thy Princely Robe; ! Cloath thee with the 
San, and - t the Moon vnder thy feer. Go om 
and meci ihe King thy Hush and, Behold, © Ja- 
cov, ihe Waggon: of Fo/epy are coming 1 Behold, 
O wha r of Z1o7, the Chariots, the Chariors 
of thy King and FHusbagd area comin L They 
areaconmings! O why dotit got thy Heat: ieap 
within thee! O why do not thy ſpirits even fainc 
nes 7 why doſt thou not fay,It is enough, 
i will go our ind meet. ly Lord before 1 die 2 
When will the Sun e up ! When will the ay 
break When, O witn will the ſhadows fly 
away ! I wili get me up to the Mountains of 
Myrrhe, to the Hills of OOO 1 amtra- 
velling for Zn, my face 15 cOWAr, 8 gs ſalem 3 
who will aſcend the Hol v Hill with me Os 
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will bear me — ro my Hasband's Houſe ? 
Let us go up to the Lords Houſe; come away, 
tle Sun is riſen, the ſhadows are flying away, 
thouſands are gone already. Let Barw/ai and; 
Chimbam, old and young too, go along with 
the King of J:rſalew, Come from the High- 
ways and Hedges , come with your Wedding 
Garments, come quickly and he will make you 
welcome. The Kinp hath ſent to invite us to a 
Feaſt, a Feaſt of fat things, of Wines on the Lees 
well refined, Come, tor the Table is {pread, all 
things are ready,and his Servants ftay for us. And 
will God entertain fuch Creatures as we are ? 
And wili the Lord open his Doors to ſuch Joath- 
foine Beggars ? Willthe Father receive ſuch Pro- 
diSais | Return then unto thy reſt, C my Soul, for 
the Lord will deal bountzfully wah thee. Who 
i5 that which 1 lee coming in the Field © Who 
is this that comes from. the Wilderneſs? Thar 
cories to meet us ? Hark 1 methinks { hear the 
Trumpet ſounding : Hark | what's the matter ! 
How do the Mountains eccho ! How doth the 
' Air ring again ! What noile 15 that which I hear ! 
What glorious Train is that which I fee / Whence 
60 they come, and whither do they go !{ Ir is my 
Maiter*s Son ( dear Soul ) thy Lord and Hus- 
band with his Royal Attendants. Behoid he 
comes / He comes apace  Leaping upon the 
Hills, Skipping upon the Mountains. He is CO- 
ming / he is coming / he is even at the door ! 
Ere long thou fſhalr ſee the Mountains covered 
with Chariots and Horſes of Fire ; the Earth 
will tremble and ſhake 3 the Heavens and the 
Earth will be all oa a Flaming Fire 3 the King of 
| __ Glory 
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Glory will come, rico upon the Wings of the 
Win: 4,accompari ied with Millions of his Saints and 
Angels , He is coming, he is at the door. Go 
vail thy face z alight and meer thy Husband, He 
will bring thee into his Fathers Palace, and thoa 
ſhair be his Wife, and he will love thee for ever 
And thou ſhak remember thy Widdowhood no 
more. Ever ſo, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
Amen, Amen. 


